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(From  November,  1915,  to  November,  1916.) 
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Vice-Chairman  -  -  -  Councillor  JOHN  I’ ANSON  CARTWRIGHT. 


The  Mayor. 

Alderman  J.  O’Donahue,  J.P. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Healths  Department 

1915. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Medical  Superintendent  of  Sanatoria, 

Superintendent  School  Medical  Officer, 

Administrative  Tuberculosis  Officer  : 

*  FRED  E.  WYNNE,  B.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  &c. 

Tuberculosis  Officer, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Acting  Medical  Superintendent  of  Sanatoria, 

Acting  Superintendent  School  Medical  Officer  : 

GEORGE  JESSEE,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  and  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer  : 
f  A.  STALKER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  & c.  : 

CHARLES  H.  FRANCE  (a)  (b)  (g)  (h). 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

Fred  Martlew  (b)  (c)  (. h ),  Fred  G.  Bishop,  John  Ashton  (b). 

Assistants  : 

*  Ernest  Richardson,  James  Riseey,  §  Arthur  Mackenzie. 

Lady  Health  Visitors  : 

J.  G.  Norman  (b)  (d)  (e)  (/),  B.  Crompton  (d)  (e)  (g)  (i), 

R.  C.  Bach  (b)  (d),  E.  Tootele  (b)  (h). 

Tuberculosis  Nurse  : 

J.  Foster  (d). 

Clerks  : 

*  Arthur  Byers,  Thomas  Brown,  §  Miss  A.  Bottomley. 

Disinfectors  : 

George  Croston,  Henry  Parkinson,  John  Arrowsmith. 

*  On  Military  Service. 

f  Left  June,  1915.  No  successor  appointed. 

§  Temporary  Assistants. 

(a)  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  (Lond.),  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  (Prov.),  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(c)  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Liverpool  University. 

( d )  Certificate,  Central  Midwives’  Board. 

( e )  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse’s  Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(  /)  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate,  London  Examination  Board. 

(g)  Associate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

( h )  Member  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association. 

(i)  Associate  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association. 
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Health  Office,  Wigan, 

ist  March,  1916. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
GenteEmen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  once  again  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department,  which  was  carried  out  last 
year  under  my  direction  owing  to  the  continued  absence  of  Dr. 
Wynne  on  military  service. 

The  war  has  seriously  increased  the  work  of  the  department, 
not  merely  by  causing  a  reduction  in  the  staff,  but  by  giving  rise  to 
circumstances,  that  have  tended  to  influence  unfavourably  the 
health  of  the  younger  members  of  the  community,  particularly  as 
regards  infectious  diseases.  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Scarlet 
Fever  have  all  been  prevalent  ;  the  two  former  diseases  giving  rise 
to  a  serious  toll  of  deaths  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  The 
Scarlet  Fever  epidemic,  though  extensive  and  costly,  has  resulted 
in  comparatively  few  deaths,  being  on  the  whole  of  a  mild  character. 

The  war  again  has  caused  a  postponement  of  improvements 
and  alterations,  which  are  urgently  needed.  I  refer  especially  to  the 
conversion  of  closets,  the  paving  of  yards,  and  the  building  of  new 
houses.  A  perusal  of  the  following  report  will  show  that  much 
steady  work  lias  been  done  in  many  directions.  In  particular,  as 
calling  for  special  notice,  may  be  mentioned  : — 

1.  Alterations  and  improvements  at  Pemberton  Hospital. 

2.  The  increased  efforts  on  behalf  of  child  welfare  and 

maternity,  including  the  appointment  of  two  more 
health  visitors. 

3.  The  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

4.  The  efforts  of  the  Housing  and  Insanitary  Houses 

Committee. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  you  have  given  full  consideration 
to  the  questions  of  providing  hospital  accommodation  for  advanced 
Consumptives  and  of  mitigating  the  nuisances  that  arise  from  the 
offensive  trades  in  the  Borough.  These  and  many  other  matters 
have  been  dealt  with  by  you,  and  I  cannot  but  express  my  best 
thanks  for  the  confidence  and  support,  that  you  and  the  Housing 
and  Insanitary  Houses  Committee,  have  at  all  times  accorded  me. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Town  Clerk  for  his  unfailing 
kindness  and  valuable  advice  on  many  occasions  ;  also  to  the  Borough 
Kngineer,  and  other  officials,  who  have  helped  me  from  time  to  time. 

The  staff  of  the  department  have  one  and  all  worked  loyally 
with  me,  and  where  all  have  done  well,  it  would  be  invidious  to 
particularise. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  JESSEL, 

M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  ( Oxon ), 
D.P.H.  (Viet.), 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR 

I9I5 

&  1914. 

I9I5- 

I9I4- 

Civil  Population  estimated  July  1st 

. . . 

86,329 

92,868 

Births — Males  .  1235  Total  ... 

•  •  • 

2,384 

2,710 

Females  ...  ...  1149 

Annual  rate  of  births  per  1,000  of  population 
Ditto  on  Registrar'  General’s  estimated 

27-6l 

00 

H 

08 

CM 

population  for  1914  . 

.  .  . 

26-I3 

Ditto  for  England  and  Wales  . 

Illegitimate  births  118,  or  1-36  per  1,000 

of 

23-8 

population,  a  percentage  of 

.  .  . 

4-94 

476 

Deaths — Males .  869  Total  ... 

•  «  • 

1,655 

1,588 

Females  ...  786 

Recorded  death-i  ate  . 

•  »  • 

I9‘I7 

17  -09 

Standardised  death-rate  . 

•  •  • 

2i-35 

I9-04 

Ditto  in  England  and  Wales  . 

•  a  • 

14-8 

13  7 

Death-rate  in  96  great  towns  . 

•  •  • 

15-9 

15-0 

Excess  of  registered  births  over  deaths . 

Total  deaths  from  seven  principal  Zymotic 

729 

1,122 

Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Annual  rate  of  mortality  from  seven  principal 

271 

224 

Zymotic  Diseases . 

•  •  . 

3-i3 

2  -41 

Total  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  . 

•  •  • 

43 

no 

Infantile-rate  (deaths  per  1,000  births)  ... 

•  •  • 

163 

139 

Ditto  for  England  and  Wales 

•  •  • 

no 

105 

Ditto  for  96  great  towns  . 

•  .  . 

117 

n4 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  day  old,  number 

•  c  • 

2  8 

42 

,,  .  ,,  1  year  (legitimate) 

•  •  . 

352 

339 

,,  ,,  ,,  1  year  (illegitimate) 

. .  . 

38 

38 

Acreage. — With  an  acreage  of  5,082,  and  a  civil  population 
estimated  at  86,329,  we  have  16-98  persons  per  acre. 

Population. — This  figure  has  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  and  is  based  on  figures  obtained  from  the  national  register 
compiled  last  August.  The  Registrar-Geiieral’s  estimate  for  the 
population  of  the  Borough  on  July  1st,  1914,  i.e .,  a  month  before  the 
outbreak  of  war,  was  90,842.  There  is  thus  a  reduction  of  over 
4,500  during  the  twelve  months  due  to  the  departure  of  men  joining 
His  Majesty's  forces.  The  loss  of  thousands  of  the  strongest  and 
healthiest  members  of  the  community,  whose  expectation  of  life 
would  be  long,  has  naturally  had  an  adverse  effect  upon  the  death- 
rate. 


Births . — -The  number  of  births  registered  during  1915  is  2,384 
(males  1,235,  females  1,149),  the  ra^e  Per  U000  of  the  population 
being  27-61.  The  birth-rate,  compared  with  1914,  is  1-57  lower. 
The  birth-rate,  estimated  on  Registrar-General's  population  for 
Wigan,  July  1st,  1914,  is  26-13.  The  illegitimate  births  number  118, 
or  4-94  per  cent. 
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The  Mortality -rate. — The  deaths  for  1915  number  1,655  (males 
869,  females  786),  being  an  excess  of  83  males  over  females.  The 
recorded  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  per  annum  is  19-17  ;  in 
1914,  17-09  ;  thus  on  a  population  of  86,329  we  have  an  increase 
in  deaths  of  67  as  compared  with  1914.  There  is,  therefore,  an 
increase  in  the  death-rate  of  2-08  per  1,000. 


The  death-rate  for  each  quarter  is  as  follows  — 


1915. 

1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

All  Causes  . 

23-72 

20-43 

14-20 

18-20 

Zymotics  . 

4-21 

5-00 

1-71 

1-43 

The  Zymotic-rate,  3-13,  shows  an  increase  of  -72  for  1915,  in 
the  previous  year  it  was  2-41. 


Death-rates,  1915. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Deaths 

Rate 

Enteric  Fever  . 

10 

•11 

Small-pox  . 

Measles  . . 

74 

•85 

Scarlet  Fever . . . 

27 

•31 

Whooping  Cough  . 

109 

1  ‘26 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . 

8 

•09 

Influenza  . . . 

12 

•13 

Erysipelas  . . . 

6 

•06 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  . ... . 

95 

1  -10 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis  . . . 

10 

•11 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases . 

21 

•24 

Cancer.  Malignant  Disease  . . . 

48 

•55 

Rheumatic  Fever . . 

7 

•08 

Meningitis  . 

21 

•24 

Organic  Heart  Disease  . . 

99 

1-14 

Bronchitis  . 

166 

1  -92 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

253 

2-93 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  . 

11 

•12 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  . 

68 

•78 

Appendicitis  and  Tvphlitis  . . . 

4 

•04 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

4 

•04 

Alcoholism  . 

2 

•02 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  . 

26 

•30 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

4 

•04 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and 
Parturition  . 

18 

•20 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation  (including 
Premature  Birth) . 

143 

1-65 

Violent  Deaths  (excluding  Suicides)  . 

53 

•61 

Suicide  . 

6 

•06 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

284 

3-28 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown  . 

66 

•76 

Total  . 

1,655 

19-17 

Pneumonia  -a/I  forms. 

Bronchitis. 

Premature  Bir/h  Congenita/  Deki/itg,  etc. 
7udercu/osis  a// forms. 

Httoep/ng  Cough 

Organic  Heart  Disease. 

Pu/monarg  Fuhercu/osis . 

Meas/es 

Diarrhoea  3  Enteritis  under  2^ars. 

Death  tg  Vio/ence  or  fccident 

Cancer,  Ma/ignant  Disease. 

Scar/et  Fever 

Chi  eric  Fever 

Diphtheria. 


Diagram  shewing  graphically 

he  comparative  respor?sibiIity  of  the 
more  importantcausesofdeath. 


^•  •-Vv  j-rw-*, 

WT  ■  ■  ■ 


ft  s--  •  :  ■■■  '.-^  j  S3  ■  ‘-  " 

%.  ; 
;:  J-  ■■??*:■ 

^  -:v. 


.  .  r,  ...  /;V  --s-  •;;*  -  J:  f'- 

••’/■  ^  ^  .  -  j' 

-r--  i>.-.  -  •  <j  •  *•  >V  '  -*•  •  -•  T,1 

. 


•  •  ;>  Vy«0-.' 


< 


9 


TABLE  I. 


Weekly  Return  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  1915. 


1915 

Week  Ending. 

Deaths 
from  all 
Causes 

Annual 
Rate 
per  1000 

Deaths 

from 

Zymotics 

Zymotic 

Rate 

Births 

Annual 
Rate 
per  1000 

January 

9 . 

47 

28-40 

10 

6-04 

67 

40-49 

99 

16 . 

28 

16-92 

4 

2-41 

47 

28-40 

9  9 

23 . 

33 

19-94 

9 

5-43 

58 

35-05 

99 

30 . 

45 

27-19 

11 

6-64 

52 

31-42 

February 

6 . 

40 

24-17 

8 

4-83 

61 

36-86 

9  9 

13. . 

32 

19-34 

4 

2-41 

60 

36-26 

9  9 

20 . 

44 

26-59 

9 

5-43 

48 

29-01 

99 

27 . 

28 

16-92 

3 

1  -81 

58 

35-05 

March 

6 . 

37 

22-36 

3 

1-81 

57 

34-45 

99 

13 . 

30 

18-13 

8 

4-83 

58 

35-05 

99 

20 . 

41 

24-78 

10 

6-04 

50 

30  -22 

99 

27 . 

40 

24-17 

9 

5-43 

53 

32-03 

April 

3 . 

31 

18-73 

7 

4-23 

54 

32-63 

99 

10 . 

38 

22-96 

12 

7-25 

47 

28-40 

99 

17 . 

43 

25-98 

15 

9-06 

50 

30  -22 

99 

24 . 

45 

27-19 

13 

7-85 

49 

29-61 

May 

1 . 

40 

24-17 

9 

5-43 

37 

22-36 

99 

8 . . . 

39 

23-57 

11 

6-64 

68 

41-09 

99 

15 . 

19 

11-48 

6 

3-62 

44 

26-59 

99 

22 . 

38 

22-96 

11 

6-64 

47 

28-40 

99 

29 . 

28 

16-92 

6 

3-62 

38 

22-96 

June 

5 . 

34 

20-54 

8 

4-83 

42 

25-38 

99 

12 . 

30 

18-13 

8 

4-83 

55 

33-24 

99 

19 . 

20 

12-08 

2 

1-20 

40 

24-17 

99 

26 . 

20 

12-08 

2 

1-20 

45 

27-19 

July 

3 . 

16 

9-67 

3 

1  -81 

41 

24-78 

9  9 

10 . 

13 

7-85 

4 

2-41 

34 

20  -54 

9  9 

17 . 

26 

15-71 

4 

2-41 

30 

18-13 

99 

24 . 

15 

9-06 

... 

40 

24-17 

99 

31 . 

22 

13  29 

1 

•60 

36 

21-75 

August 

7 . 

21 

12-69 

2 

1-20 

33 

19-94 

99 

14 . 

21 

12-69 

4 

2-41 

65 

39  -28 

9  9 

21 . 

23 

13-90 

2 

1-20 

44 

26-59 

9  9 

28 . 

27 

16-31 

6 

3-62 

40 

24-17 

September  4 . 

13 

7-85 

2 

1-20 

31 

18-73 

9  9 

11 . 

19 

11-48 

3 

1-81 

44 

26-59 

9  9 

18 . 

28 

16-92 

4 

2-41 

28 

16-92 

9  9 

25 . 

21 

12-69 

3 

1-81 

46 

27-80 

October 

2 . 

20 

12-08 

4 

2-41 

49 

29-61 

99 

9 . 

23 

13-90 

5 

3-02 

52 

31  -42 

99 

16 . 

21 

12-69 

2 

1-20 

38 

22-96 

99 

23 . 

27 

16-31 

5 

3-02 

43 

25  -98 

99 

30 . 

22 

13-29 

4 

2-41 

39 

23  -57 

November  6 . 

26 

15-71 

5 

3-02 

40 

24-17 

9  9 

13 . 

21 

12-69 

1 

•60 

33 

19-94 

99 

20 . 

32 

19-34 

2 

1-20 

40 

24-17 

99 

27 . . . 

35 

21-15 

-  ... 

46 

27  -80 

December  4 . 

35 

21-15 

2 

1-20 

39 

23-57 

9  9 

11 . 

24 

14-50 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

37 

22-36 

99 

18 . 

21 

12-69 

2 

1-20 

44 

26  59 

99 

25 . 

35 

21-15 

1 

•60 

37 

22-36 

January 

1 . 

27 

16-31 

... 

... 

41 

24-78 

Transferable, . 

151 

... 

2 

... 

9 

_ 

•  •  • 

The  above  Returns  are  estimated  on  a  Civil  Population  of  86,329. 


Monthly  List  of  Deaths  from  All  Causes  and  Zymotic  Diseases  with  Rates  per  1,000 
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Comparative  Statistics  of  Wigan  and  Twenty-five  other  Towns. 
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Death-hate  for  Wigan  during  the  Last  Ten  Years. 


1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

17-61 

18-03 

16-97 

18-28 

14-55 

18-27 

15-92 

18-42 

17-09 

19-17 

Average  for  Ten  Years,  17-43. 


Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  is  390,  or  163  per  1,000  births,  and  of  children  over  one 
year  and  under  five  years  301,  or  3-48  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

These  figures  compare  with  377  deaths  under  one  year,  a  rate 
of  139  per  1,000  in  1914. 

An  analysis  of  these  390  deaths  shows  that  they  may  be  grouped 
under  the  following  headings  : — 

1.  Premature  Birth,  Congenital  Debility,  Malnut¬ 

rition,  and  Congenital  Malformations . 143 

2.  Diarrhoea  .  29 

3.  Bronchitis .  21 

4.  Pneumonia  .  54 

5.  Measles  .  16 

6.  Whooping  Cough  .  54 

7.  Other  causes  .  73 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  13  infantile  deaths  during  the 
year,  and  the  outstanding  features  are  the  large  number  of  deaths 
from  Whooping  Cough,  and  the  marked  decrease  in  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea. 

This  slight  increase  of  13  deaths  has  caused  the  infant  mortality- 
rate  to  rise  from  139  to  163  per  1,000  births.  This  increase  in  the 
rate  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths, 
and  is  due  to  the  phenominally  low  birth-rate. 

Table  showing  Method  of  Feeding  of  370  Infants  under  1  Year, 

who  Died  during  1915. 

158  Entirely  breast-fed. 

32  Partly  breast-fed. 

26  Condensed  milk. 

48  Cow’s  milk. 

14  Dried  preparations. 

39  Miscellaneous. 

53  No  feeding  (lived  1-2  days  only). 


370 
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INFANTILE  DEATHS  FOR  1912,  1913,  1914,  AND  1915. 


Ward. 

Census 

Population, 

1911. 

Deaths  under  Twelve  Months. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

No. 

1. — St.  George  . 

4,905 

24 

38 

39 

41 

No. 

2. — Lindsay  . 

5,295 

14 

19 

18 

22 

No. 

3. — St.  Catherine  . 

7,586 

26 

45 

45 

40 

No. 

4. — St.  Patrick  . 

9,795 

51 

50 

41 

40 

No. 

5. — St.  Thomas  . 

4,382 

23 

42 

25 

36 

No. 

6. — Poolstock . 

5,413 

28 

24 

21 

26 

No. 

7. — Victoria  . 

4,834 

27 

39 

37 

34 

No. 

8.— St.  Andrew  . 

12,378 

20 

45 

36 

30 

No. 

9. — Swinley  . 

7,384 

13 

14 

9 

18 

No. 

10. — All  Saints  . 

3,536 

11 

8 

5 

9 

No. 

11. — West  Pemberton  .... 

4,188 

19 

30 

19 

16 

No. 

12. — North  Pemberton  ... 

7,379 

30 

51 

31 

36 

No. 

13. — Central  Pemberton  . 

5,962 

11 

18 

14 

18 

No. 

14. — South  Pemberton.... 

6,113 

27 

33 

33 

21 

Transferable  . 

... 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

4 

3 

Totals  . 

89,152 

324 

456 

377 

390 

INFANTILE  DEATH-RATES  IN  WARDS  PER  1,000  BIRTHS 
(Calculated  on  Notified  Births). 


Ward. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

Average 

4  years, 
1912-1915 

No.  1.- — St.  George  . 

214-2 

275-3 

234-9 

303-7 

257-0 

No.  2. — Lindsay  . 

117-6 

128-3 

133-3 

153-8 

133-2 

No.  3. — St.  Catherine  . 

95-5 

197-3 

161-3 

158-1 

153  -0 

No.  4. — St.  Patrick  . 

168-8 

157-2 

130-1 

155-0 

152-7 

No.  5. — St.  Thomas  . 

145-5 

333-3 

161  -2 

250  -0 

222-5 

No.  6. — Poolstock . 

193-7 

126-9 

130-4 

214-8 

166-4 

No.  7. — Victoria  . 

128-5 

217-8 

220  -2- 

219-3 

196-4 

No.  8. — St.  Andrew  . 

178-6 

154-2 

121  -2 

104-5 

114-6 

No.  9. — Swinley  . 

141-3 

103-7 

72-2 

180-0 

124-3 

No.  10. — All  Saints  . 

110-0 

44-4 

84-7 

120  -0 

89-7 

No.  11. — West  Pemberton  . 

168-1 

254-2 

131-9 

120-2 

168-6 

No.  12. — North  Pemberton  . 

138-8 

354-1 

110-3 

174-7 

194-4 

No.  13. — Central  Pemberton  _ 

69-1 

148-7 

84-3 

127-6 

107-4 

No.  14. — South  Pemberton . 

134-3 

239-3 

179-3 

156-7 

177-4 

i 
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Senile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  persons  of  60  years 
of  age  and  over  is  361,  or  4*18  per  1,000  of  population. 


No.  OF  DEATHS  IN  DIFFERENT  WARDS  IN  WIGAN,  1915. 


Ward. 

Census 

PopTtion 

1st 

Quarter. 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

Totals. 

Rate. 

1 

4,905 

38 

26 

27 

26 

117 

23-85 

2 

5,295 

30 

28 

15 

16 

89 

16-80 

3 

7,586 

60 

50 

19 

36 

165 

21-75 

4 

9,795 

49 

54 

22 

43 

168 

17-15 

5 

4,382 

35 

36 

19 

22 

112 

25-55 

6 

5,413 

25 

32 

12 

15 

84 

15-51 

7 

4,836 

35 

25 

21 

22 

103 

21-29 

8 

12,378 

42 

40 

34 

45 

161 

13-0 

9 

7,384 

28 

28 

15 

20 

91 

12-32 

10 

3,536 

19 

11 

14 

12 

56 

15-83 

11 

4,188 

25 

13 

13 

19 

70 

16-71 

12 

7,379 

36 

27 

28 

28 

119 

16-12 

13 

5,962 

29 

20 

14 

23 

86 

14-42 

14 

6,113 

25 

20 

16 

22 

83 

13-57 

Trans¬ 

ferable 

Deaths 

36 

31 

40 

44 

151 

Total  . . . 

512 

441 

309 

393 

1,655 

19-17 

Statement  of  Deaths  of  Non-Residents  occurring  in  Wigan. 


Deaths  from — 

Accidents .  32 

Enteric  Fever  . .* .  2 

Phthisis  . 1 

Cancer  .  7 

Bronchitis  .  1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

Organs  .  1 

Nephritis  .  3 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver .  1 

Appendicitis .  6 

Found  drowned  .  1 

Suicide  .  1 

Other  diseases  .  38 
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Under 

Years. 

1 . 

.  1 

1  and  under  5 . 

.  9 

5 

9  9 

15 . 

.  12 

15 

9  9 

25 . 

.  15 

25 

99 

35 . 

.  11 

35 

99 

45 . 

.  14 

45 

9  9 

55 . 

.  14 

55 

9  9 

60 . 

.  10 

60 

9  9 

65 . 

.  5 

Over 

65 . 

.  3 

94 
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*  Calculated  on  Registrar -General' s  estimated  population,  July  ls£,  1914 — 90,842. 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (land  and  inland  water),  5082. 

At  Census,  1911  :  Total  population  at  all  ages,  89,152  ;  Total  families  or  separate  occupiers,  16,979. 

(Figures  given  in  Census  special  volume  for  the  County,  also  in  Vols.  I.,  VI.,  and  VIII.  of  the  reports  of  the  Census 

of  England  and  Wales.) 


TABLE  II. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year,  1915. 
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Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals,  Sanatoria,  etc. — Wigan  Sanatorium,  Pemberton  Hospital,  and  Bowdon  Sanatorium. 
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Nett  Births  registered  during  the  calendar  year — Legitimate,  2,266  ;  Illegitimate,  118. 

Nett  Deaths  registered  during  the  calendar  year  of — Legitimate  Infants,  352  ;  Illegitimate  Infants,  38. 
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Inquests  and  Uncertificated  Deaths. 


The  number  of  Inquests  for  1914  is  156,  against  127  for  1913, 
and  136  for  1912,  and  the  following  verdicts  have  been  recorded  : — 


1.  Natural  Causes .  63 

2.  Accidents — burnt .  14 

,,  scalded  .  3 

,,  colliery  .  16 

„  vehicle  or  car  .  1 

,,  drowned .  7 

„  falls  . .  8 

„  railway .  2 

,,  mill  .  1 

,,  fall  downstairs  .  4 

,,  others  .  15 

3.  Suicides — cut  throat  .  4 

,,  on  railway .  1 

„  hanging .  1 

,,  others  .  1 

4.  Others  . 6 


147 


We  have  2  uncertified  deaths  in  1915,  against  none  in  1914, 
and  1  in  1913. 


LIST  OF  DEATHS  OCCURRING  AMONG  SOLDIERS,  as  Required  by  the  Local  Government 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


I. -ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  Mortality  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases, 
namely,  Small-pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever 
(Enteric  and  Typhus),  Diphtheria,  and  Diarrhoea,  gives  us  a  rate  of 
3*13  per  1,000  of  the  population,  against  2-41  in  1914. 

The  deaths  numbered  271  as  against  224  in  1914. 

The  Zymotic-rate,  3-13,  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Death-Rates  per  1,000. 


• 

1915 

1914 

Small-nox  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

•31 

•01 

Measles  . 

•85 

•82 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1-26 

•  12 

Typhus  Fever  . 

•01 

Enteric  Fever  . 

•11 

•18 

Diphtheria . 

•09 

•06 

Diarrhoea  . 

•49 

1-18 

The  Zymotic-rate  during  each  of  the  four  quarters  was  :  — 

1915 

1914 

1st  Quarter  . 

4-21 

•69 

2nd  , ,  . 

5-00 

•86 

3rd  , ,  . 

1  -71 

413 

4  th  . 

1  -43 

3-98 

Table  of  Zymotics-. 


Notified. 

Died. 

Case 

Mortality  %. 

Sma, 11-pox  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1,608 

45 

27 

1  -67 

Enteric  Fever  . 

9 

8 

20-00 

Diphtheria  . 

37 

21-62 

Measles  . 

74 

Whooping  Cough  . 

109 

Diarrhoea  . 

43 

We  have  also  one  transferable  death  from  Enteric  Fever. 

The  high  Zymotic-rate  during  the  first  two  quarters  was  due 
to  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 


DEATH  RETURNS  CHART  1. 

- 11915.  : - 


All  Causes  (Red)  Zymotics  (Black) 
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The  following  table  shows  comparatively  the  Sickness 
Rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  the  principal  Infectious  Diseases 
in  England  and  Wales,  and  in  Wigan,  during  the  year  1915  : — 


- 

England  &  Wales. 
No.  of  Cases 
Notified. 

England 
and  Wales. 

Wigan. 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) . 

73,358 

22,864 

90 

2-07 

2*69 

Do.  (other  forms)  . 

0-65 

1-23 

Small-pox  . 

0-00 

0-00 

Typhus  Fever  . 

45 

0-00 

0-00 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

127,086 

53,597 

6,364 

2,057 

23,382 

2,566 

517 

3-59 

18-62 

Diphtheria . 

1-52 

•42 

Enteric  Fever  . 

0*18 

•52 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

0-06 

•04 

Erysipelas . 

0*66 

•96 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

0-07 

•00 

Poliomyelitis  . 

0-01 

•01 

Continued  Fever  . 

63 

0-00 

*  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

6,806 

8*34 

13-84 

*Rate  per  1,000  Births. 

Number  of  Notifications  compared  with  other  years  : — 


.1. 


if  Disease. 

1901 

1902 

1903  1904  1905 

l  1 

1906  1907  1908  1909 

1  i  1 

1910  1911  1912  1913  1914 

1915 

Small-pox  . . . 

0 

4 

66 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Typhus  . 

0  r 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Scarlet . 

264 

557" 

362 

191 

325 

256 

175 

220 

730 

395 

176 

142 

71 

222 

1608 

Enteric . 

71 

76'* 

51 

56 

133 

138 

107 

103 

93 

128 

151 

73 

97 

67 

45 

Continued  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  ... 

49 

60 

38 

9 

49 

49 

66 

36 

34 

38 

66 

38 

34 

43 

37 

Puerperal  .... 

8 

10 

5 

8 

16 

9 

8 

12 

8 

4 

7 

4 

6 

5 

4 

Cholera  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas . . . . 

65 

65 

51 

47 

92 

86 

77 

71 

75  ' 

70 

84 

47 

56 

82 

83 

Ophth.  Neon. 
Acute 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26 

16 

22 

33 

Poliomyelitis . 
Cerebro-spin. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

1 

Meningitis . . . 
Pulmonary 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Tuberculosis 
Other  formsof 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

217 

207 

236 

233 

Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

61 

124 

107 

Total  ... 

457 

772 

573 

313 

618 

538 

433 

442 

940 

635 

491 

553 

!549 

803 

2151 

24 


Analysis  of  Notifications,  1915. 


Disease. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

I 

Jun. 

JTy. 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Tot. 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

45 

62 

100 

100 

162 

166 

122 

110 

191 

236 

210 

104 

1608 

Enteric  Fever  .... 

5 

3 

6 

1 

4 

1 

4 

3 

1 

11 

4 

2 

45 

Diphtheria  . 

4 

2 

5 

1 

5 

0 

4 

2 

4 

2 

3 

5 

37 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

4 

Erysipelas . 

8 

8 

8 

8 

5 

9 

7 

9 

6 

7 

6 

2 

83 

Ophth.  Neon . 

2 

1 

2 

3 

5 

2 

2 

4 

6 

2 

3 

1 

33 

Acute  Poliomyel’s 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Phthisis . 

10 

22 

26 

24 

25 

32 

25 

17 

14 

16 

13 

9 

233 

Other  Tubercular 
Diseases  . 

16 

7 

19 

15 

19 

10 

7 

8 

0 

2 

3 

1 

107 

Total  . 

90 

106 

166 

153 

225 

220 

171 

i 

153 

223 

277 

242 

125 

2151 

SMALL-POX. 

We  have  had  no  cases  of  Small-pox  during  the  year. 


Vaccination  Returns,  1913-1914. 


The  following  Vaccination  Returns  have  been  supplied  to  me 
by  the  Vaccination  Officer,  Mr.  R.  Halliwell,  J.P.  : — 


Births  Registered  . 

Successfully  Vaccinated  . 

Insusceptible  . 

Exemptions,  Section  2,  1899  . 

Died,  Unvaccinated  . 

Postponed  by  Certificates  . 

Left  Town  and  Reported  to  other  Districts 

Cannot  Trace  . 

Refusals  and  Not  Accounted  for  . 


1914.* 

1915.* 

1922 

1844 

862 

863 

2 

— 

785 

721 

173 

183 

2 

10 

3 

7 

30 

34 

65 

26 

Total  Number  of  Successful  Vaccinations, 

all  Ages, 

1905 . 

. 1868 

9  9 

9  9 

1906 . 

. 1801 

9  9 

99 

1907 . 

. 1754 

9  9 

9  9 

1908 . 

. 1738 

J  9 

9  9 

1909 . 

. 1371 

9  9 

9  9 

1910 . 

. 1266 

9  9 

99 

1911 . 

. 1118 

99 

99 

1912 . 

. 1153 

99 

9  ' 

1913 . 

.  895 

9  9 

99 

1914 . 

.  860 

9) 

97 

1915 . 

.  860 

25 


*Deatlis  of  Infants  under  12  months  in  1902 


9  9 


99 


1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 
1908, 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 


368 

399 

405 

385 

328 

325 

332 

350 

265 

325 

240 

334 

287 

299 


*These  figures  are  given  as  supplied  by  the  Vaccination  Officer. 
Full  particulars  for  1915  are  not  yet  available. 


The  steady  decrease  in  the  number  of  successful  Vaccinations 
cannot  but  be  viewed  with  misgivings.  The  medical  testimon}^  is 
overwhelmingly  in  favour  of  this  simple  and  efficacious  form  of 
insurance  against  Small-pox.  The  disease  is  now  present  in  Lanca¬ 
shire,  and  it  is  feared  that  if  it  appears  in  Wigan,  the  presence  of  a 
large  number  of  susceptible  ( i.e non-vaccinated)  persons  is  likely 
to  have  serious  consequences. 


Cities  and  Towns  in  which  Smale-pox  have  occurred 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1914. 

London,  Bristol,  Salford,  Oldham,  Leeds,  Dewsbury,  Folkestone, 
Gravesend,  Heston  and  Isleworth,  Rugby,  Crewe. 


There  have  been  extensive  epidemics  of  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year.  The  two  former  diseases 
have  caused  183  deaths  and  the  latter  27  deaths.  In  view  of  this- 
fact,  the  cost  of  Scarlet  Fever  to  the  Borough  appears  quite  out  of 
proportion,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  until  lately  the  expenditure 
upon  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  has  been  insignificant. 

As  similar  causes  have  contributed  to  the  spread  of  these 
diseases,  it  will  be  convenient  to  summarise  them  here  :  — 

(1)  Ignorance . — The  vast  majority  of  the  people  appear  to  be 
unaware  of  the  early  symptoms  and  signs  of  the  common  infectious 
diseases,  and  of  the  precautions  to  be  taken.  The  educational 
efforts  by  leaflets,  poster,  etc.,  during  an  epidemic  are  really  too  late. 
I  have  long  felt  that  one  of  the  primary  functions  of  a  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  is  to  instruct  the  people  regularly  and  persistently  by  means  of 
all  the  recognised  agencies  with  a  view  to  preventing  serious  outbreaks 
of  epidemic  disease. 
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(2)  Common  Closets  and  Backyards. — These  exist  in  large 
numbers  in  the  Borough  and  naturally  lead  to  close  association. 

(3)  Overcrowding. — Owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses  serious 
overcrowding  exists  in  many  districts,  and  effective  isolation  is  then 
impossible  at  home. 

(4)  Circumstances  broiight  about  by  the  War  : — 

(a)  One  result  of  the  War  has  been  the  aggregation  of  the 

families  of  soldiers,  etc.,  in  public  places,  thus 
readily  affording  additional  facilities  for  the  spread 
of  the  disease,  as  well  as  the  danger  of  complications 
to  the  sick  children  taken  out, 

(b)  The  absence  of  certain  doctors  on  military  service  and 

the  large  amount  of  disease  have  thrown  a  serious 
burden  upon  those  remaining  in  the  town.  Further¬ 
more,  the  arrangement,  whereby  soldiers'  families 
received  free  medical  treatment,  whatever  their 
financial  circumstances,  has  undoubtedly  led  to  a 
lessening  of  the  usual  efficiency  of  the  medical 
service  of  the  town. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 


Number  of  Notifications .  1608 

Number  of  Deaths .  27 

Death-rate  per  1,000 .  -31 


The  number  of  notifications  of  this  disease  is,  for  1915,  1,608 
(including  two  military  cases)  against  222  in  1914.  Twenty-seven 
deaths  occurred,  giving  a  rate  of  -31  as  against  one  death  writh  a 
rate  of  -on  in  1914. 


1915. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Jun. 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Tot. 

Notifications  . 

45 

62 

100 

100 

162 

166 

122 

110 

191 

236 

210 

104 

1608 

Removed  to 

Sanatorium  .... 

34 

54 

75 

82 

64 

81 

77 

67 

80 

83 

76 

67 

840 

Deaths  . 

3 

1 

5 

0 

4 

3 

0 

2 

0 

imi 

4 

3 

0 

27 

The  percentage  of  removals  to  Sanatorium  has  been  52-23 
against  75-65  in  1914  and  70-42  in  1913. 

We  have  27  deaths  amongst  those  notified  ;  11  occurred  in 
Hospital  ;  giving  a  fatality-rate  of  1  -30  of  hospital-treated  cases  as 
against  :j8  in  1914, 


^/uemm Shewing  Geapu/cully  the  number,  of 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  NOTIFIED  in  Red.  )  From 
Deaths  caused  by  Scarlet  Fever  in  Black  / 1889  to1915 


9/6/ 

*/6/ 

9/6/ 

3/6/ 

//6/ 

0/6/ 

606/ 

906/ 

106/ 

906/ 

906/ 

*06/ 

906/ 

306/ 
/  06/ 
006/ 

669/ 
969/ 
/ 69 / 
969/ 
969/ 
*69/ 
969/ 

369/ 

/69/ 

069/ 

689/ 


AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  SCARLET  FEVER. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  of  large  dimen¬ 
sions  occurred  last  year.  Fortunately,  it  was  of  a  mild  character, 
but  its  mildness  added  to  the  extent  of  the  epidemic.  In  a  large 
number  of  cases  the  symptoms  were  slight,  the  rash  fleeting  or 
apparently  absent,  and  the  constitutional  disturbance  negligible. 
Thus  the  existence  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  frequently  unrecognised 
until  peeling  occurred,  and  even  then  this  was  often  ignored  by 
unobservant  and  careless  parents.  Many  cases  were  not  notified 
by  doctors  until  peeling  was  discovered. 

As  a  result  of  taxing  the  resources  of  Whelley  Sanatorium 
to  the  utmost,  840  cases,  or  over  52  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified 
were  admitted  during  the  year.  The  remainder,  perforce,  were  more 
or  less  isolated  at  home.  The  apparent  absence  of  illness  in  the 
children  affected  caused  a  certain  amount  of  indifference  on  the 
part  of  parents  to  the  isolation  of  the  cases,  even  when  this  was  pos¬ 
sible,  and  the  infrequent  visits  of  doctors,  for  reasons  I  have  already 
mentioned,  favoured  this  indifference.  Two  parents  were  summoned 
in  October  for  exposing  their  children.  One  was  fined  6/-  and  costs  ; 
the  other  case  was  dismissed  on  the  mother’s  plea  that  the  doctor 
had  said  the  child  was  not  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  although 
the  doctor’s  notification  was  produced.  Many  cases  of  wilful  ex¬ 
posure  occurred,  but  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  sufficient  evidence 
to  render  prosecutions  advisable.  The  disease  was  well  distributed 
throughout  the  Borough  and  school  closure  appeared  useless,  especially 
in  view  of  the  absence  of  restrictions  as  to  visits  to  places  of  amuse¬ 
ment,  etc.  Under  these  circumstances,  hospital  isolation  of  about 
half  the  cases  could  not  be  expected  to  have  much  influence  in 
limiting  the  spread  of  the  disease.  The  removal  of  as  many  cases  as 
possible  was  undertaken,  especially  in  view  of  the  constant  presence 
of  soldiers  on  furlough  and  of  the  existence  in  the  town  of  factories 
engaged  upon  war  work  (soldiers’  clothing,  etc.). 

Although  more  than  half  the  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital, 
the  deaths  in  hospital  were  only  11  out  of  a  total  of  27  ;  of  these  11, 
two  occurred  on  the  day  after  admission. 


•  County  Borough  of  Wigan. 

PREVENTION  OF  SCAREET  FEVER. 


As  Scarlet  Fever  is  prevalent  in  the  Borough,  the  attention 
of  the  Public  is  directed  to  the  following  Points  : 

1. — SCAREET  FEVER  is  a  VERY  INFECTIOUS  disease.  MIED 

CASES  are  JUST  AS  INFECTIOUS  as  severe  ones. 

2. — The  ONSET  is  usually  SUDDEN,  with  SORE  THROAT  and 

sometimes  VOMITING.  Next  day  the  bright  SCAREET 
RASH  appears,  but  often  fades  quickly. 

3. — MIED  CASES  may  pass  UNNOTICED.  EOOK  OUT,  therefore 

for  PEEEINGj  especially  of  the  HANDS  and  FEET. 
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4— CHILDREN  who  are  PEELING  MUST  NOT  MIX  WITH 
OTHER  CHILDREN,  OR  GO  TO  SCHOOL,  CHURCH, 
PLACES  OF  AMUSEMENT,  etc. 

5.— SUSPECTED  CASES  should  be  REPORTED  at  once  to  the 
HEALTH  OFFICE,  King  Street  West,  and  a  doctor  called 
in, 


6.— ANY  PARENT  OR  GUARDIAN  who  knowingly  ALLOWS  A 
CHILD  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  TO  BE  EXPOSED  in 
a  public  place  is  helping  to  spread  the  disease,  and  WILL  BE 
DEALT  WITH  AS  THE  LAW  DIRECTS. 


Health  Office, 

King  Street  West. 


George  Jessel, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


MEASLES. 


Jan. 

Feb.  Mar.  1  Apr. 

1  1 

May  Jun. 

July; Aug.  Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec 

Tot. 

Deaths  in  1915  ... 

30 

10 

9 

8 

7 

8 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

74 

Deaths  in  1914  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

4 

5 

2 

3 

11 

26 

22 

77 

' 

Table  showing  Ward  and  Age  Distribution  of  Deaths  for  1915. 
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S3 
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Under  3  m’ths 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3-5  months _ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  l 

0 

6-8  „  .... 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

9-11  „  .... 

4 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

1-2  years  ...!.. 

4 

3 

7 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

33 

2—3  , ,  . 

1 

2 

4 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

] 

0 

0 

0 

10 

3-4  „  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

12 

4-5  „  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5-10  „  . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Total  ... 

13 

7 

13 

5 

4 

4 

5 

10 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

74 

1  i  i 

r 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  epidemic  which  began  in  the  late  autumn 
of  1914  continued  through  the  winter  and  gradually  declined  with 
the  advent  of  summer. 


The  administrative  control  of  Measles  in  an  industrial  town 
like  Wigan  is  extraordinarily  difficult  owing  to  the  following  un¬ 
favourable  circumstances  : — 
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1.  The  gross  ignorance  of  the  public  as  to  the  seriousness 

of  Measles,  and  their  refusal  to  take  elementary 
precautions  in  spite  of  repeated  warnings. 

2.  The  facilities  for  aggregation  of  children  in  public 

thoroughfares,  places  of  amusement,  shops,  trams, 
etc. 

3.  The  impossibility  of  isolating  infected  children  in  the 

homes  owing  to  the  insufficient  accommodation 
therein. 

4.  The  large  number  of  common  backyards. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts,  school  closure  does  not  produce 
the  results  that  might  be  expected. 

The  Health  Committee  decided  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the 
Bocal  Government  Board  to  make  compulsorily  notifiable  first  cases 
in  households  by  medical  practitioners,  and  all  cases  by  parents  and 
guardians.  This  received  the  approval  of  the  Council,  and  appli¬ 
cation  was  accordingly  made  to  the  Board. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  is  109  against 
12  in  1914  and  22  in  1913.  The  number  is  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Jun. 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct.  Nov 

1 

Dec. 

Trans. 

Tot. 

Deaths,  ’15 

3 

6 

17 

43 

24 

7 

5 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

109 

Deaths,  ’14 

1 

1 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

12 

Table  showing  Ward  and  Age  Distribution  of  Deaths  for  1915. 
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0 

H 

Under  3  months . 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6 

3-5  months . 

4 

I 

6 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

19 

6-8  „  . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

12 

9-11  „  . 

1 

0 

3 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17 

1-2  years . 

1 

2 

7 

3 

3 

0 

1 

5 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

28 

2-3  „  . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

12 

3-4  „  . 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

4-5  „  . 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

5-10  „  . 

0 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

6 

Total  . 

8 

6 

25 

15 

7 

6 

7 

12 

3 

3 

0 

9 

3 

4 

1 

109 

DEATH  RETURNS  CHART. 

- 1  9  J  5 . ; - 


Measles  (Red.) 
Whooping  Cough  (Black.) 
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The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  during  March,  April 
and  May,  and  were  so  numerous  that  at  the  request  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  I  presented  a  full  detailed  report,  a  copy  of  which 
was  sent  to  the  Board  and  to  each  member  of  the  Council.  The 
substance  of  this  report,  with  the  tables,  etc.,  modified  so  as  to  give 
figures  for  the  whole  year  is  embodied  in  this  section. 

Causes  of  the  Epidemic. 

(1)  The  Profound  Ignorance  of  the  People  as  to  the  Seriousness 
of  the  Disease. — The  majority  of  mothers  regard  it  as  an  inevitable 
and  trivial  ailment.  They  are  exceedingly  unreceptive,  and  find  it 
hard  to  alter  their  cherished  beliefs.  As  will  be  described  later,  a 
special  warning  slide  has  lately  been  shown  at  each  performance  of 
the  local  picturedrotnes.  I  was  recently  informed  by  one  of  the 
managers  that  the  appearance  of  the  slide  calls  forth  signs  of  derision 
on  the  part  of  many  women  present,  some  with  babies  in  their  arms, 
while  the  “  whoop  ”  is  freely  imitiated. 

(2)  The  Unusual  Facilities  for  Intercourse  in  the  Borough, 
due  to  « 

(a)  The  congestion  of  property  in  those  parts  most  affected, 

and  the  lack  of  facilities  for  the  isolation  of  patients. 

(b)  The  existence  of  common  backyards. 

(c)  The  popularity  of  the  picturedromes. 

(d)  The  unusual  circumstances  brought  about  in  conse¬ 

quence  of  the  War. 

Owing  to  the  enlistment  of  so  many  men,  the  women  find 
frequent  opportunities  for  leaving  their  houses,  usually  taking  their 
babies  with  them.  They  now  have  less  inducement  to  remain  at 
home.  They  have  to  get  their  separation  allowance  or  relief  money. 
There  are  recruiting  meetings,  military  processions,  farewells  at  the 
station,  etc.,  as  well  as  the  well-intentioned  efforts  of  the  social 
workers  to  provide  pleasant  afternoon  and  evening  meetings  for  the 
women  (babies  included.) 

(3)  The  Season  of  the  Year  is  of  course  favourable  to  the  onset 
of  the  complications,  viz.  :  Bronchitis  and  Broncho-pneumonia, 
which  account  for  the  heavy  death-rate. 

Efforts  of  the  Hearth  Department. 

1.  At  the  close  of  the  last  year,  and  in  connection  with  the 
Measles  epidemic,  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Local  Education 
Authority  whereby  the  names  and  addresses  of  children  absent  from 
school  on  account  of  infectious  disease  should  at  once  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Health  Department. 

On  receipt  of  information,  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and 
Measles  have  been  forthwith  visited  by  the  two  lady  health  visitors, 
as  far  as  it  has  been  possible  for  them  to  do  this.  They  have  through¬ 
out  been  instructed  to  make  this  work  their  especial  care,  but  it 
must  be  realised  that  they  have  other  important  duties  in  connection 
with  the  Midwives’  Act  and  the  Notification  of  Births’  Act. 

2.  A  simple,  dogmatic  leaflet  was  prepared  for  general  cir¬ 
culation  : — 
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County  Borough  of  Wigan. 


PREVENTION  OF  WHOOPING  COUGH. 


it- — WHOOPING  COUGH  is  a  SERIOUS  disease.  Next  to  Measles 
it  causes  MORE  DEATHS  among  young  children  than  all 
the  Common  Fevers. 


2.— It  is  EXTREMEEY  INFECTIOUS. 


3. — Rook  out  for  the  peculiar  Cough,  which  is  often  followed  by 
VOMITING,  and  send  at  once  for  your  doctor. 


4.  — Wipe  away  with  a  PIECE  OF  RAG  OR  PAPER  whatever  is 

coughed  up  or  vomited,  and  BURN  AT  ONCE. 

5. - — Keep  the  Sick  Child  AWAY  from  other  children,  and  if  possible, 

in  a  separate  room  ;  also  out  of  Shops,  Trams,  Entertain¬ 
ments,  Churches,  Schools,  etc.,  for  AT  BEAST  SIX  WEEKS. 

6.  — Prevent  Dangerous  Complications,  especially  Bronchitis  and 

Pneumonia.  The  Sick  Child  needs  : — 

(i.)  A  WARM  ROOM,  with  Open  Window. 

(ii.)  WARM  COVERINGS. 

(Hi.)  NOURISHING  FOOD. 

7. — DISINFECTANTS  can  be  obtained  FREE  OF  COST  from  the 

Health  Office,  King  Street  West. 


Hearth  Office, 

King  Street  West, 
April,  1915. 


George  Jessee, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


3.  At  the  Council  Meeting  on  April  7th,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Health  Committee  (Alderman  Dr.  Benson)  made  a  public  appeal, 
drawing  attention  to  the  dangers  resulting  from  the  congregation  of 
young  children  in  places  of  amusement,  schools,  shops,  trams,  etc. 
The  speech  was  fully  reported  in  the  local  papers.  A  second  public 
appeal  was  made  by  him  on  May  5th. 


PlCTUREDROMES. 


4.  It  became  evident  that  the  places  of  amusement,  and 
especially  the  picturedromes,  were  a  potent  influence  in  the  spread 
of  the  disease.  I  was  accordingly  authorised  to  send  a  circular  to 
all  the  responsible  managers  inviting  them  to  instruct  their  atten¬ 
dants  to  exclude  children  presenting  the  characteristic  S37rmptoms 
of  the  disease,  i.e.,  cough  and  vemiting.  This  was  sent  out  on  April 
10th.  A  second  circular  was  sent  out  on  April  27th,  suggesting  the 
exhibition  of  a  slide  at  each  performance.  On  May  4th,  Dr.  Benson 
and  I  met  the  managers  in  conference,  and  they  expressed  their 
willingness  to  co-operate  with  us  along  the  lines  above  described. 

5.  At  the  Health  Committee  Meeting  of  April  12th,  I  recom¬ 
mended  the  adoption  of  the  Bocal  Government’  Boards  suggestion 
with  regard  to  the  Notification  of  Measles,  German  Measles,  and 
Whooping  Cough,  as  explained  in  their  circular  of  31st  March.  This 
was  agreed  to  and  confirmed  by  the  Council  on  May  7th. 


Further  Suggestions. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  efforts  of  the  Health  Department 
should  continue  along  the  present  educational  lines.  In  order, 
however,  to  obtain  satisfactory  results,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
staff  of  female  health  visitors  is  too  small,  and  that  at  least  two  more 
should  be  appointed  without  delay.  I  have  already  explained  that 
an  increase  in  staff  is  a  natural  corrollary  to  the  compulsory  notifi¬ 
cation  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  as  this  measure  will  be  more 
or  less  valueless,  unless  each  infected  household  is  promptly  visited. 
Moreover,  the  appointment  of  additional  health  visitors  will  form 
an  integral  part  of  any  scheme  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  practical  outcome  of  this  report  was  that  two  additional 
|  health  visitors  were  appointed  by  the  Council,  and  commenced  duty 
in  July. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 


Number  of  Notifications .  45 

Number  of  Deaths .  *10 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population .  *11 

Removed  to  Sanatorium  .  38 


*Including  one  transferable  death. 

We  have  for  1915,  45  notifications  against  67  in  1914  and  97 
in  1913.  A  few  of  the  cases  removed  to  the  Sanatorium  turned  out 
to  be  cases  of  other  febrile  diseases. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  9,  or  20-00  per  cent,  of  the  cases 
notified,  against  a  rate  of  25-37  Per  cent,  in  1914  and  13-40  per  cent, 
in  1913. 


Jan. 

Feb.jMar.  Apr.  May  Jun. 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Octr 

Nov 

Dec.  Trans. 

Tot. 

Notifications  .... 

5 

3 

6 

1 

4 

1 

4 

3 

1 

11 

4 

2 

0 

45 

Removed  to 
Sanatorium  . . . 

5 

3 

5 

1 

4 

0 

4 

2 

1 

7 

4 

2 

0 

38 

Deaths  . 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

10 

We  had  19  specimens  of  blood  examined  at  the  Thompson- 
Yates  Eaboratory,  Liverpool,  with  the  following  result  : — Positive 
re-action,  6  ;  negative  re-action,  13. 

The  fatality-rate  is  lower.  We  have  9  deaths  in  45  cases  ;  a 
rate  of  20-00  per  cent. 

Incidence  of  Enteric  Fever  for  Twenty  Years. 


1896 

1897  1898jl899  1900 

1  1  1 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

Notified  Cases  . 

101 

63 

92 

174 

104 

71 

76 

51 

56 

133 

Deaths  . 

14 

10 

17 

25 

19 

12 

14 

11 

16 

36 

Death-rate  per  1,000  . 

•23 

•16 

•27 

•40 

•29 

•19 

•22 

•17 

•24 

•40 

1 

1906 

1907 

1908  1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Notified  Cases . 

138 

107 

103 

93 

128 

151 

73 

97 

67 

45 

Deaths  . 

27 

22 

26 

18 

26 

29 

12 

13 

17 

10 

Death-rate  per  1,000  . 

•30 

•24 

•28 

•19 

•27 

•32 

•13 

•14 

•18 

•11 

u 


Age  Incidence — Years. 


1-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30  &  Over 

3 

10 

6 

7 

5 

1 

1  13 

Total  Cases,  45. 


The  age  incidence  shows  the  greatest  number  of  cases  has 
occurred  in  persons  over  30  years,  and  the  next  larger  in  cases  from 

5-9- 

Houses  in  which  cases  have  occurred  with  : — - 


Privy  Midden  .  21 

Pails  .  14 

Waste  Water  Closets .  2 

Water  Closets  .  8 


Number  of  Privy  Middens,  Ashpits  and  Cesspools  in  Wigan  ....  7 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Pemberton  1590 

Street  List  of  Deaths  from  Enteric  Fever. 

Pemberton. 

1  California  Street . ,.  1 

1  Ormskirk  Road  .  1 

1  Poolstock  Lane  .  1 

1  Warrington  Road  .  1 

1 


One  transferable  death. 


Enteric  Fever. 

Cases  in  Houses  with  Insanitary  Conditions  and  Surroundings .  8 

,,  ,,  Other  Defects  .  0 

,,  where  No  Defects  were  found  .  37 
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Wigan. 

Caunce  Street  . 

Darlington  Street . 

Newark  Street . 

Upper  Morris  Street  . 
Wifcock  Street  . 


occurred  : — 

Caroline  Street  . 

Chadwick  Street . 

Clayton  Street  . 

Caunce  Street  . 

Darlington  Street.... 

Diggle  Street  . 

Florence  Street . . 

Great  George  Street 


High  Street  .  1 

Lyon  Street  .  1 

Miry  Lane  .  1 


Newark  Street  . 1 

Pagefield  Street  .  1 

Schofield  Lane  .  1 

Swift’s  Square,  Schofield  Lane...  1 

Seven  Stars  Road  .  1 

Tichborne  Street  .  3 

Taylor  Street  .  1 

Upper  Morris  Street  .  1 

Walmer  Street  .  1 

Whelley  .  1 

Wilcock  Street .  1 


List  of  Streets  in  Wigan  where  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  have 

1 
l 
l 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


List  of  Streets  in  Pemberton  where  cases  of  Enteric  Fever 
have  occurred  : — 


Arundel  Street  . 1 

Billinge  Road  .  2 

Bedford  Street  .  1 

Bridgewater  Street  .  3 

Clapgate  Lane  .  1 

California  Street .  1 

Major  Street  .  1 


Ormskirk  Road  .  3 

Poolstock  Lane  .  1 

Sarginson  Street .  1 

Soho  Street  .  1 

Warrington  Road  .  3 

Wood  Street  .  2 


Diagram  shewing  graphically 
the  number  of  deaths  caused  by 

Diarrhoea  from  190}  to  I}!}. 


DIARRHCEA. 


1915  1914 


Number  of  Deaths .  43  110 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population .  -49  1*18 


Age  Incidence,  1915. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr.  May 

Jun. 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

> 

0  i 

£  i 

Dec. 

Tot. 

0-1  year  . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

7 

7 

6 

1 

1 

26 

1-5  years  . 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

4 

2 

0 

16 

Over  5  years  .... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Total  . 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

10 

10 

10 

3 

1 

43 

The  reduction  in  the  Diarrhoea  death-rate  was  marked,  and 
doubtless  the  climatic  conditions  were  favourable  to  a  low  death-rate. 
Apart  from  this  cause  two  other  factors  were  also  of  value  : — 

(1)  The  liberal  use  of  attractive  pictorial  posters  on 

hoardings  and  of  leaflets  during  spring  and  summer. 
It  is  known  that  these  received  much  attention 
and  they  appear  to  have  caught  the  popular  imagina¬ 
tion. 

(2)  A  strict  enforcement  of  the  bye-laws  with  regard  to 

the  removal  of  manure  from  stables,  etc. 

The  treatment  of  manure  by  borax,  as  described  in  a  recent 
bulletin  of  the  United  States  Board  of  Agriculture,  was  also  fully 
considered  ;  but  the  adoption  of  this  process  appeared  impracticable. 
In  my  opinion,  the  subject  is  worthy  of  re-consideration. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Number  of  Notifications .  37 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  Croup  .  8 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population . . .  *09 


We  have  had  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  namely, 
37  against  43  in  1914  ;  and  the  mortality  is  -09  per  1,000  of  the 
population  against  -06  in  1914.  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  cases  notified  and  the  number  of  deaths 


1915. 

J  an. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Jun.  July 

Aug. 

Sep.  |Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Tot. 

Notified . 

4 

2 

5 

1 

5 

0 

4 

2 

4 

2 

3 

5 

37 

Deaths  . 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

8 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  examinations  bacteriologically 
made  at  the  Thompson-Yates  Eaboratory  : — 


Number  of  Swabs  .  11 

Number  of  Diphtheria  Bacilli  present  in .  6 

Diphtheria  present  in  .  2 

Mixed  Growth  .  3 

Diphtheria  Cases,  1915. 

Cases  in  Houses — Sanitary  Defects  .  4 

„  No  Defects .  33 


36 


ii -Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

One  case  was  notified  in  February  1915 — a  male  child  two  years 
of  age,  who  recovered.  The  child  has  .since  been  blind  in  one  eye, 

ERYSIPELAS. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified  . . . , 83 

Number  of  Deaths .  G 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population .  *06 


We  have  a  larger  number  of  notifications  than  in  1914,  and 
we  have  6  deaths. 

Cases  in  Houses  with  Insanitary  Surroundings .  2 


„  Defects .  2 

,,  No  Defects  .  79 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Number  of  Cases  Notified  .  4 

Number  of  Deaths .  4 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population .  *04 


We  have  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  notified.  None  of 
the  cases  appear  to  have  been  communicated,  and  everything  was 
done  to  prevent  communication  of  the  disease  to  others. 

The  Work  of  the  Hospitals. 

1.— WHELLEY  SANATORIUM. 

109  Beds. 

Resident  Staff  in  1915. 

Housekeeper. 

5  Nurses.  2  Ward -maid. 

7  Probationers.  1  Kitchen-maid. 

1  Laundress.  1  Scullery-maid. 

2  Assistant  Laundresses.  1  Porter  and  Gardener. 

1  House-maid  Waitress.  1  Assistant  Gardener. 

The  past  year  has  been  the  busiest  year  in  the  history  of  the 
hospital,  91 1  patients  having  been  admitted.  Of  these,  859  had 
been  notified  as  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever.  In  order  to  deal  with 
this  large  number  of  persons  the  resources  of  the  hospital  were 
severely  taxed.  A  number  of  bedsteads  with  necessary  bedding 
were  purchased,  and  the  Enteric  Fever  patients,  who  were  fortunately 
few  in  number,  were  treated  in  the  observation  block.  Thus  the 
large  Barnish  block,  usually  reserved  for  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  was 
available.  The  greatest  credit  is  due  to  the  whole  of  the  staff,  and 
in  particular  to  Miss  Lawler  (the  housekeeper),  whose  position  has 
been  one  of  great  responsibility.  As  soon  as  circumstances  permit, 
a  fully-trained  nurse  will,  doubtless,  be  appointed  as  matron,  but 
the  Committee  have  felt  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  postpone  this 
appointment  as  'long  as  possible.  The  permanent  staff  has  been 
increased  by  the  addition  of  two  temporary  probationers,  while 
outside  temporary  unskilled  labour  has  been  obtained  as  required. 
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The  overcrowding  of  the  wards  has  been  largely  counteracted 
by  very  free  ventilation,  and  whenever  possible  the  convalescent 
children  were  allowed  exercise  in  the  grounds.  Special  wards  were 
reserved  for  the  acute  cases,  and,  as  these  became  convalescent, 
they  were  drafted  to  other  wards.  Seeing  that  only  the  more  serious 
cases  were  admitted,  the  results  of  treatment  must  be  considered 
very  satisfactory. 

Many  of  the  cases  developed  the  usual  complications,  e.g., 
glandular  abscesses,  Nephritis,  etc.,  while  two  cases  of  Empyema 
were  successfully  cured  by  operation. 

As  is  usual  everywhere,  a  few  “  return ”  cases  were  reported, 
principally  during  the  winter  months.  At  the  time  of  discharge  of 
patients  the  friends  were  given  copies  of  the  following  leaflet  : — 

County  Borough  of  Wigan. 

SANATORIUM  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Notice  to  Parents  or  Guardians  having  the  Care  of  Patients 
Discharged  from  the  Sanatorium  after  Recovery  from 

Scareet  Fever. 

It  is  impossible  to  guarantee  that  a  Patient  Discharged  as 
cured  is  free  from  infection.  Therefore  the  Corporation  does  not 
accept  any  responsibility  for  any  fresh  case  or  cases  arising  in  the 
household  after  the  return  of  the  Convalescent  Patient. 

To  reduce  the  risk  to  a  minimum  :  — 

TAKE  THE  FOUUOWING  PRECAUTIONS 

1.  — HAVE  A  SEPARATE  BED,  and  if  possible,  a  separate  bedroom 

for  the  Patient  for  TWO  WEEKS. 

2. — DO  NOT  let  the  Patient  FONDLE,  KISS,  NURSE,  or  PLAY 

WITH  OTHER  CHILDREN  for  TWO  WEEKS  after 
returning  home. 

3.  — The  time  should  be  spent  quietly  in  the  open  air,  as  far  as  possible, 

avoiding  other  children  and  busy  streets. 

4. — SCHOOLS,  CHURCHES,  TRAMS,  SHOPS,  ENTERTAIN¬ 

MENTS,  must  NOT  be  entered  for  TWO  WEEKS. 

5. — The  Patient  should  USE  A  SEPARATE  TOWEL  AND  HAND¬ 

KERCHIEF. 

By  Order  of 

The  Medicae  Superintendent. 

Hearth  Office, 

King  Street  West, 

August,  1915. 

In  order  to  encourage  the  probationers,  the  Committee  decided 
to  grant  certificates  after  two  years'  service  to  those  whose  conduct 
and  progress  were  satisfactory.  During  the  year  an  instruction 
class  was  held. 


WHELLEY  SANATORIUM — Table  of  Admissions  and  Discharges  for  1915. 
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J  anuary  . . . 
February  ... 

March  . 

April  . 

May  . 

June  . 

July  . 

August 
September  . 

October  _ 

November  . 
December... 

Total... 

19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  12  Enteric,  were  removed  from  Outside  Districts  to  the  Sanatorium,  and  are  included  in  the 

table. 


Notifications 

Removed  to 
Sanatorium 

Died  in 
Sanatorium. 

Wigan 

patients. 

Out-dist. 

patients. 

Wigan 

patients. 

Out-dist. 

patients. 

Small-pox . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Typhus  . 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  .  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1608 

840 

19 

11 

Enteric  . 

45 

38 

12 

8 

2 

Diphtheria . 

37 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

4 

Cholera  . 

•  •  • 

Membranous  Croup  . 

•  .  • 

•  .  . 

Erysipelas . 

83 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 

33 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis . 

.  .  • 

»  •  • 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

233 

130 

4 

2 

Other  Tuberculosis  . 

107 

4 

•  •  ♦ 

Others  . 

♦  •  • 

2 

1 

Totals . 

2151 

1014 

35 

22 

2 

1049 

24 

In  the  Whelley  Sanatorium  on  December  31st,  1915,  there 
were  104  patients,  namely,  Scarlet  Fever  97,  Enteric  Fever  7. 


Wigan  Sanatorium. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlet. 

Enteric. 

Others. 

Total. 

In-patients,  Jan.  1,  1915.... 

23 

7 

30 

Admitted  in  1915  . 

•  •  • 

859 

50 

2 

911 

Discharged  ,,  . 

.  *  • 

774 

40 

1 

815 

Died  ,,  . 

•  .  • 

11 

10 

1 

22 

In-patients,  Jan.  1st,  1916... 

- 

97 

7 

... 

104 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Whelley  Sanatorium  was  22  ; 
11  died  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  10  from  Enteric  and  1  from  other 
diseases  as  against  1  death  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  12  from  Enteric 
Fever  and  2  from  other  diseases  in  1914. 
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—PEMBERTON  CONSUMPTION  HOSPITAE. 

22  Beds. 


Staff. 

Nurse-in-Charge. 

Assistant  Nurse.  General  Help. 

Cook.  Ward-maid. 

Laundress.  Porter-Gardener. 

Kitchen-maid.  Assistant  Gardener. 


The  hospital  has  had  a  busy  and  successful  year,  119  patients 
(including  four  County  Council  patients)  being  admitted,  and  108 
discharged.  Of  the  115  Borough  patients  admitted,  89  were  adults 
and  26  were  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age.  Of  the  108  patients 
discharged,  61  were  males  and  47  were  females  ;  95  were  discharged 
improved,  11  were  not  improved,  while  2  died. 
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The  development  of  the  improvements  and  extensions  has 
been  continued.  The  internal  fittings  and  necessary  appliances  have 
gradually  been  obtained,  so  that  the  wards,  etc.,  are  now  completely 
furnished.  The  laying-out  of  the  grounds  has  been  gradually  con¬ 
tinued  by  the  two  aged  gardeners,  and  to  a  less  degree  by  the  patients. 
Two  shelters,  each  containing  two  beds,  were  erected,  and  are  both 
popular  with  the  patients  and  satisfactory  in  their  results.  An 
agreement  has  been  entered  into  with  the  County  Council  whereby 
the  latter  have  the  use  of  four  beds  for  a  yearly  payment  of  £312. 
Thus  eighteen  beds  are  still  available  for  the  Borough,  eight  of  which 
are  reserved  for  insured  persons. 

In  view  of  the  growth  of  the  institution  the  Committee  deemed 
it  advisable  to  re-arrange  the  duties  of  the  staff,  and  a  nurse-in-charge 
was  appointed  to  be  responsible  under  the  medical  superintendent 
for  the  conduct  of  the  institution.  It  was  also  decided  that  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  hospital  the  arrangement,  whereby  the  two 
nurses  are  lodged  outside,  should  cease  as  soon  as  possible.  To  this 
end,  the  lodge  now  occupied  by  the  gardener  and  his  wife  is  being 
altered  so  as  to  accommodate  four  members  of  the  female  staff  ; 
while  the  two  former  will  be  housed  elsewhere. 

The  patients  have  been  usually  suffering  from  fairly  advanced 
or  chronic  disease,  and  the  same  routine  of  treatment  as  outlined 
in  my  last  report  has  been  followed.  Tuberculin  has  not  been  used. 
Success  in  the  treatment  of  Consumption  depends  largely  upon  a 
faithful  and  regular  observance  of  certain  definite  rules.  These  are 
brought  conspicuously  to  the  notice  of  patients,  who  are  encouraged 
to  observe  them.  There  is  thus  continuity  in  the  treatment  received 
before  admission,  while  in  the  institution  and  after  discharge. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

This  most  important  subject  has  received  much  attention 
during  the  year,  not  merely  in  Wigan  but  throughout  the  country. 
It  is  recognised  that  at  the  present  time  the  preservation  of  infant 
life  and  health  is  of  even  more  importance  than  in  times  of  peace. 

Until  July  there  were  two  women  health  visitors,  who  carried 
out  their  work  on  the  lines  as  described  in  previous  reports.  It  had 
long  been  felt  that  the  department  was  understaffed,  and  as  a  result 
of  the  serious  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough,  whereby  owing  largely 
to  parental  ignorance  and  neglect  109  children  lost  their  lives,  the 
Council  appointed  two  additional  women  health  visitors,  who  com¬ 
menced  duty  in  July.  This  was  undoubtedly  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  and  cannot  but  be  productive  of  good  results. 

The  following  table  gives  a  Summary  of  the  Visits  of  the  four 
women  health  visitors  during  1915.  Showing  the  number  of  visits 
paid  in  each  ward  and  the  reason  for  the  visits.  It  should  be  noted 
that  previous  to  July  19th  there  were  only  two  women  health 
visitors, 
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Table  1.— Total  Visits  for  all  Districts. 


Wards. 

-  Births 

Re-visits 

Deaths 

Diarrhoea 

Midwives 

Scarlet  Fever 

1  - - - - ! 

Measles 

Whooping 

j  Cough 

Ophthalmia 

Other  Infec¬ 

tious  Diseases 

Special  Visits 

l 

Totals 

1 

No. 

1 

St.  George  . . . 

127 

347 

39 

6 

105 

66 

50 

l 

3 

744 

No. 

2 

Lindsay  .... 

106 

312 

26 

2 

26 

109 

26 

54 

1 

11 

673 

No. 

3 

St.  Cathar’ne 

182 

667 

41 

2 

48 

84 

44 

85 

3 

12 

1168 

No. 

4 

St.  Patrick... 

213 

595 

42 

... 

48 

162 

57 

111 

3 

10 

1241 

No. 

5 

St.  Thomas  . 

165 

601 

43 

5 

6 

30 

12 

29 

2 

6 

899 

No. 

6 

Poolstock  ... 

135 

387 

28 

3 

36 

59 

3 

58 

•  •  • 

1 

14 

724 

No. 

7 

Victoria  .... 

153 

488 

63 

5 

27 

79 

3 

19 

1 

21 

859 

No. 

8 

St.  Andrew  . 

189 

1234 

32 

2 

23 

136 

3 

24 

1 

44 

1688 

No. 

9 

Swinley . 

49 

197 

13 

•  .  . 

16 

31 

18 

34 

•  •  • 

40 

398 

No.  10 

All  Saints  ... 

61 

346 

5 

1 

4 

34 

2 

3 

2 

90 

548 

No. 

11 

W.  Pemb’ton 

138 

474 

8 

4 

23 

16 

3 

17 

2 

8 

35 

728 

No. 

12 

N.  Pemb’ton 

243 

914 

21 

7 

8 

60 

5 

115 

3 

2 

71 

1449 

No. 

13 

C.  Pemb’ton 

142 

586 

4 

5 

25 

22 

9 

80 

3 

1 

53 

930 

No. 

14 

S.  Pemb’ton 

139 

557 

25 

4 

52 

65 

24 

6 

•  •  • 

37 

12 

921 

Total  . 

2042 

7705 

‘ 

390 

46 

342 

992 

275 

685 

22 

49 

422 

12,970 

Two  women  health  visitors  also  report  on  sanitary  defects  : 

Table  2. — -Shows  the  Defects  Reported. 


No  tubs  for  ashes  .  3 

Filthy  house  .  1 

No  through  ventilation....  5 

Defective  flagging  of  yard  3 

W.C.  broken  .  1 

Privy  middens  too  close  to 

door .  1 


House  verminous  .  1 

Damp  walls .  2 

Defective  sink  waste  .  1 

No  grid  over  gully .  1 

Overcrowded . 1 


In  the  Autumn  I  presented  the  following  interim  report  on  the 
subject  of  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  : — 

County  Borough  of  Wigan. 

MATERNITY  AND  INFANT  WELFARE. 


Interim  Report  of  the  Acting  Medicae  Officer  of  Hearth, 

August,  1915. 


Hearth  Office,  King  Street  West, 

Wigan,  14th  August,  1915. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Gentremen, 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  beg  to  submit  a  scheme 
in  connection  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  No  words  of  mine 
are  needed  to  etilphasise  the  necessity  for  active  measures  in  this 
Borough,  as  at  the  .present  time  the  subject  is  being  regarded  as  one 
of  National  as  well  as  Focal  importance. 
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The  Notification  of  Births  (Extension)  Act,  1915,  expressly 
sanctions  the  use  for  this  purpose  of  all  the  powers  possessed  by 
Local  Authorities,  and  the  Local  Government  Board  in  a  recent 
circular  has  again  urged  the  immediate  preparation  of  schemes  as  a 
matter  of  the  first  importance,  at  the  same  time  definitely  promising 
to  contribute  one-half  of  the  cost  of  approved  schemes. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  Dr.  Wynne,  and  the  changed  conditions 
brought  about  by  the  War,  it  appears  to  me  inadvisable  to  look  too 
far  ahead.  I  have  accordingly  framed  my  proposals  mainly  with  a 
view  to  the  immediate  needs  of  the  Borough,  and  the  possibility  of 
their  being  successfully  adopted. 

The  Local  Government  Board  issued  a  circular  in  July,  1914, 
setting  forth  the  elements  which  a  complete  scheme  would  comprise, 
as  follows  — 

1. - — Arrangements  for  the  local  supervision  of  midwives. 

2. — -Arrangements  for  ; — 

Ante-Natal. 

(1)  An  Ante-natal  Clinic  for  expectant  mothers. 

(2)  The  home-visiting  of  expectant  mothers. 

(3)  A  Maternity  Hospital  or  beds  at  a  hospital,  in  which  com¬ 

plicated  cases  of  pregnane}7  can  receive  treatment. 

3. —  Arrangements  for 

Natal. 

(1)  Such  assistance  as  may  be  needed  to  ensure  the  mother 

having  skilled  and  prompt  attendance  during  confine¬ 
ment  at  home. 

(2)  The  confinement  of  sick  women,  including  women  having 

contracted  pelvis,  or  suffering  from  any  other  condition 
involving  danger  to  the  mother  or  infant,  at  a  hospital. 

4.  — Arrangements  for 

Post-Natal. 

(1)  The  treatment  in  a  hospital  of  complications  arising  after 

parturition,  whether  in  the  mother  or  in  the  infant. 

(2)  The  provision  of  systematic  advice  and  treatment  for 

infants  at  a  Baby  Clinic  or  Infant  Dispensary. 

(3)  The  continuance  of  these  Clinics  and  Dispensaries,  so  as  to 

be  available  for  children  up  to  the  age  when  they  arc 
entered  on  a  school  register,  i.e.,  the  register  of  a  Publie 
Elementary  School.  Nursing  School,  Creche,  Day 
Nursery,  School  for  Mothers,  or  other  School. 

(4)  The  systematic  home  visitation  of  infants  and  of  children 

not  on  a  school  register  as  above  defined. 

In  considering  these  suggestions  in  the  light  of  local  require¬ 
ments,  I  have  consulted  all  those  likely  to  be  interested,  especially 
the  local  medical  profession  and  the  midwives. 

I  propose  now  to  deal  with  the  various  branches  of  Maternity 
and  Infant  Welfare  work  under  a  few  simplified  headings,  which  will 
ffe  found  to  cover  all  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  Board’s  circular. 
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(1)  Arrangements  for  the  Supervision  of  Mid  wives. — 
These  are  at  present  quite  satisfactory. 

(2)  The  Provision  of  Skidded  and  Prompt  Attendance  at 
Home  for  Women  during  Confinement. — I  have  been  definitely 
informed  by  the  local  midwives  that  it  is  extremely  rare  in  Wigan 
for  a  woman  to  be  unable  to  pay  a  midwife,  and  quite  unusual  for 
her  to  be  unable  to  pay  a  doctor  as  well  if  needed.  The  local  doctors 
corroborate  this  statement,  and  I  therefore  think  that  no  further 
provision  is  required  under  this  heading. 

(3)  The  Provision  of  Hospitad  Beds  for  Compdications 
occurring  during  Pregnancy,  Fabour,  anh  after  Fabour. — 

Both  the  doctors  and  midwives  inform  me  that  the  number  of  cases 
in  which  hospital  treatment  is  indicated  are  comparatively  few. 

I  have  formed  the  opinion  that  one  or  two  beds  should  be 
reserved  for  this  purpose,  and  hoped  that  the  authorities  of  the  Albert 
Edward  Infirmary  would  have  been  willing  to  co-operate  with  us  in 
the  matter.  The  subject  has  recently  been  under  consideration  by 
the  Medical  Board,  which  has  declined  to  recommend  any  such 
arrangement  on  the  ground  of  shortage  of  female  beds.  I  under¬ 
stand,  however,  that  urgent  cases  under  this  heading  will  be  received 
as  Emergencies  as  heretofore.  Still  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
matter  will  be  re-considered  at  an  early  date,  and  that  a  definite 
agreement  will  be  reached.  Failing  this,  one  or  two  rooms  in  a 
private  house  might  be  set  apart  for  the  purpose,  to  be  used  only  in 
urgent  cases  where  the  woman  was  too  poor  to  pay  a  doctor.  The 
medical  fees  in  this  case  would  be  paid  by  the  Corporation, 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Ophthalmia  stand  on  a  different 
footing,  and  could  be  received  at  Whelley  Sanatorium. 

(4)  The  Home-Visiting  of  Expectant  Mothers,  and  of 
Infants  and  Young  Chiddren  up  to  Five  Years  of  Age. — I  am 
satisfied  that  the  voluntary  notification  of  cases  of  pregnancy  is  at 
present  impracticable  in  Wigan,  but  the  midwives  and  doctors  have 
agreed  to  bring  to  my  notice  cases  where  the  visit  of  a  lady  health 
visitor  is  likely  to  be  advantageous.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  large 
number  of  expectant  mothers  will  be  visited  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  routine  visiting  by  the  health  visitors. 

The  Notification  of  Births’  Act  has  been  in  force  in  the  Borough 
for  some  time,  and  all  infants  have  been  visited  shortly  after  birth, 
and  re-visited  up  to  the  age  of  one  year  by  your  two  health  visitors. 
The  recent  appointment  of  two  additional  health  visitors  renders  it 
possible  for  all  children  under  five  years  of  age  to  be  systematically 
visited,  and  this  has  already  been  begun. 

(5)  A  Cdinic  for  Expectant  Mothers,  and  Infants,  Young 
Chiddren  under  Schood  Age. — I  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  the 
use  of  the  School  Clinic,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Education 
Authority,  and  at  present  it  is  in  use  on  two  afternoons  a  week  as  a 
Maternity  and  Infant  Clinic. 

It  is  hoped  that  expectant  mothers  will  be  referred  to  the 
Clinic  by  doctors  and  midwives,  as  well  as  by  the  health  visitors. 
Mothers  will  be  able  to  receive  advice  as  regards  their  babies  and 


44 


young  children,  from  the  four  health  visitors,  under  my  supervision, 
and  also  actual  treatment,  provided  that  they  are  too  poor  to  pay  a 
doctor.  The  medical  profession  are  naturally  anxious  that  the  Clinic 
should  not  compete  with  them,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  a  large  number 
of  children  at  present  remain  without  medical  attention,  and  it  is 
with  these  that  the  Clinic  will  be  concerned. 

The  opportunity  will  also  be  taken  of  providing  short  courses 
of  simple  lessons  for  mothers  on  the  “  Care  of  Infants/’  “  Home 
Cookery,”  “  The  Making  of  Baby  Clothing,”  and  so  on.  I  hope  that 
it  will  be  possible  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  a  few  ladies  so  that  a 
cup  of  tea,  etc.,  may  be  provided  for  the  mothers  each  afternoon. 
The  midwives  and  doctors  will  also  be  invited  to  co-operate  in  the 
work. 

Unfortunately,  the  distance  from  Pemberton  to  Rodney  Street 
is  too  far  for  the  Clinic  to  be  of  much  service  for  this  district.  I 
suggest  that  the  Clinic  be  held  as  at  present  at  Pemberton  Hospital 
Lodge,  until  a  more  convenient  building  (cottage)  can  be  found.  A 
suitable  caretaker  might  be  allowed  to  live  rent  free  for  taking  care  of 
and  cleaning  the  premises.  I  estimate  the  cost  at  about  £20  per 
annum. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  my  energies  are  at  present  severely 
taxed,  I  suggest  that  the  Education  Authority  be  invited  to  allow 
the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  to  help  me  as  far  as  possible,  as 
it  would  be  impossible  for  me  personally  to  examine  large  numbers 
of  mothers  and  children. 

All  the  above  proposals  are  possible  of  more  or  less  immediate 
realisation,  while  some  have  actually  matured. 

Estimated  Cost  of  Present  Scheme. 

£  s.  d. 

Four  Health  Visitors  :  two  at  £90,  two  at  £j 5  330  o  o 

Uniform  and  fares  .  40  o  o 

Instruments  and  appliances  .  26  o  0 

Drugs,  stationery,  etc .  50  o  o 

Share  of  Assistant  S.M.O.’s  salary  .  25  0  o 

Extra  to  M.O.H.  for  increased  duties  at  Clinic 

and  Hospital  .  25  0  o 

Pemberton  Cottage  .  20  o  o 


516  o  0 

Less  one-half  received  from  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  . 258  o  o 


Nett  Cost  . £258  o  o 


Cost  of  Old  Arrangement  previous  to  ist  April,  1914. 

„  .  £  s-  d- 

Two  Health  Visitors  at  £85  . 170  o  o 

Uniform  and  travelling  .  20  o  o 

Drugs,  etc,  ,,,  , ,,  , , ,,  . ..  ...  ...  ...  10  o  o 


£200  o  o 


1  *  ♦ 


t  *  • 


t  •  ♦ 


*  •  # 
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Estimated  increased  cost  to  ratepayers  for  services  of  two 
extra  health  visitors  and  a  comprehensive  scheme  for  preserving  the 
health  of  mothers  and  children,  £58. 

Yours  faithfully, 

George  Jessee, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  report  was  accepted  by  the  Council  and  (with  the 
exception  of  the  suggestion  for  the  part-time  services  of  the 
assistant  school  medical  officer)  received  the  approval  of  the  Bocal 
Government  Board. 

The  Central  Clinic  was  transferred  from  the  Health  Visitors' 
Office  to  more  suitable  premises  at  the  School  Clinic,  Rodney  Street, 
the  courtesy  of  the  Education  Authority.  The  Pemberton  Clinic 
was  constructed  at  the  lodge  of  the  Consumption  Hospital,  owing 
to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  more  convenient  accommodation. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  be  managed  in  the  near  future. 

The  following  tables  give  statistical  details  of  the  work  done 


at  the  Clinics  : — 

Table  3. 

Attendances  at  Baby  Clinic. 

Total  Attendances  of  Babies  and  Mothers .  4417 

Primary  ,,  ,,  .  680 

Table  Showing  Attendances. 

Weekly  .  60 

Fortnightly  .  28 

Monthly  .  20 

Irregularly . . .  319 

Once  Only  .  253 

Total  .  680 


The  children  came  from  the  following  Wards  : — 


Wards. 

No.  of 
Children. 

Wards. 

No.  of 
Children. 

No.  1 - St.  Cr&nVcrPi 

47 

No.  8 — St.  Androw 

114 

No.  9 — T.indsa.v  • . . 

70 

No.  9 — -Swinley  . . 

38 

No.  8 — St.  Clfl.th fl.ri n a 

88 

No.  10 — All  Saints  .... 

38 

No.  4 — St.  Patrick  . 

137 

No.  1 1— -West  Pemberton  .. . 

8 

No.  5 — St.  Thomas.... . 

30 

No.  12* — North  ,,  ... 

13 

No.  6 — Poolstock  . 

20 

No.  13 — Central  ,, 

16 

No.  7- — Victoria  . 

57 

No.  14 — South  ,, 

4 

Total  . 

680 

Talks  and  Demonstrations  .—Twenty  given. 

Subjects. — Hygienic  clothing  of  infants  ;  advantages  of  breast¬ 
feeding  ;  infantile  ailments  ;  infectious  diseases  ;  first-aid  bandaging; 
poultice  making  ;  peptonized  milk  ;  whey  ;  albumen  water  ; 
patterns  of  hygienic  clothing  cut  out  and  given  to  the  mothers. 
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The  work  was  largely  educational  and  preventive.  The  mothers 
were  advised  as  to  the  feeding  and  general  upbringing  of  their  babies, 
whose  weights  were  recorded  at  each  visit.  Many  of  the  infants 
were  well  and  healthy  ;  in  the  case  of  those  that  were  definitely  ill, 
the  parents  were  referred  to  a  private  doctor  if  on  enquiry  they 
appeared  able  to  afford  it.  This  was  done  in  order  to  avoid  incurring 
the  hostility  of  the  general  practitioners.  The  poorer  mothers  were 
referred  to  the  out-patient  department  of  the  Infirmary,  or  to  the 
parish  doctor.  I  think,  however,  that  in  these  cases  simple  drugs 
should  be  provided  at  the  Clinic.  The  mothers  likewise  received 
advice  as  to  their  own  health  during  pregnancy,  etc. 

The  Clinics  were  conducted  by  the  health  visitors,  under  my 
supervision  ;  with  the  assistance  of  a  few  ladies  who  came  regularly 
as  volunteer  helpers.  It  was  arranged  that  all  sick  babies  should  be 
referred  to  me  personally  for  advice. 

It  is  clear  that  the  work  would  increase  in  value  and  scope 
if  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or  an  assistant,  were  regularly 
present  throughout  each  session. 

During  the  afternoons,  simple  talks  to  the  mothers  were 
frequently  given,  and  a  cup  of  tea,  etc.,  was  provided  ;  the  women 
usually  paying  a  penny  a  visit  towards  the  cost  of  this.  Thus  they 
were  encouraged  to  preserve  their  independence  and  self-respect. 

It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  there  has  been  little 
poverty  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  What  the  mothers  essen¬ 
tially  need  is  sympathetic  enlightenment  on  all  matters  relative  to 
the  health  of  themselves  and  their  families.  So  far  our  staff  have 
all  been  well  received,  and  they  have  clearly  secured  the  confidence 
of  the  people  they  seek  to  help. 

MIDWIVES’  ACT,  1902. 

Forty-nine  midwives  were  registered,  as  practising  within  the 
Borough,  all  of  whom  have  been  regularly  visited  at  their  homes, 
and  followed  when  out  to  their  cases.  Their  bags  and  appliances 
were  also  examined. 

Thirty-three  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified, 
and  careful  instruction  was  given  to  the  mothers  as  to  the  correct 
way  to  carry  out  the  doctor’s  treatment. 

The  following  table  shows  particulars  of  Notifications  of 
Births  received  : — 


49  Midwives. 

Doctors 

- - - — - - - 

Total. 

26 

23 

Qualified. 

Unqualified. 

No.  of  Births  attended  by . 

346 

1139 

796 

2281 

Percentage  . 

15*1 

49-93 

34-85 

«  »  • 

No.  of  Medical  Aid  Forms  received 

4 

246 

112 

358 

No.  of  Still-births  Notified  . 

... 

14 

18 

32 

Of  the  49  midwives,  11  reside  outside  the  Borough* 


The  reasons  for  sending  for  medical  aid,  as  far  as  can  be  as¬ 
certained,  are  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Complications  of  Pregnancy,  namely  : — Abortion,  i  ;  Mis¬ 
carriage,  i  ;  Prematurity,  20  ;  Eclampsia,  4  ;  total,  26. 

(2)  Abnormal  Presentations,  namely  : — Face,  5  ;  Footling,  5  ; 
Breech,  g  ;  Transverse,  2  ;  Persistent  Occipito  Posterior,  7  ;  Partial 
Placenta  Prsevia,  4  ;  total,  32. 

(3)  Complications  of  Labour,  namely  : — Delayed  Fabour,  44  ; 
Contracted  Pelvis,  7  ;  Obstructed  Fabour,  ig  ;  Uterine  Inertia,  4  ; 
Prolapsed  Funis,  2  ;  Ante-partem  Accidental  Haemorrhage,  2  ; 
Retained  Membranes,  3  ;  Adherent  Placenta,  8  ;  Post-partem 
Haemorrhage,  10  ;  Ruptured  Perinaeum,  42  ;  Inversion  of  Uterus,  1  ; 
Retained  Placenta,  1  ;  total,  143. 

(4)  Complication  of  Puerperium  and  Other  Illnesses  of  Patient, 
namely  Rise  of  Temperature  and  Rapid  Pulse,  8  ;  Inflammation 
of  Breast,  2  ;  Patient  Ill  (undefined),  14  ;  Epileptic  Fits,  1  ;  Various, 
g  ;  total,  34. 

(5)  Illness  and  Abnormalities  of  Child,  namely  : — Malformation, 
20  ;  Cephalhaemotoma,  1  ;  Convulsions,  1  ;  Baby  Ill  (undefined),  3  ; 
Ulcerated  Throat  and  Baby  Syphilitis,  1  ;  Icterus  Neonatorum,  1  ; 
Dangerous  Feebleness,  34  ;  Baby’s  Eyes,  30  ;  Warty  Growth  on 
Baby’s  Ear,  1  ;  Umbilical  Haemorrhage,  2  ;  total,  g4- 


PUERPERAF  FEVER. 

There  have  been  5  cases  and  4  deaths  from  Puerperal  Fever 
as  compared  with  5  cases  and  3  deaths  in  igi4. 

In  three  of  the  deaths  a  midwife  had  been  attending  the  woman. 

There  have  been  28  breaches  of  rules  by  midwives — one  being 
Very  serious  ;  the  midwife  was  reported  to  the  Central  Midwives’ 
Board,  with  the  result  that  her  name  was  removed  from  the  roll. 
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111 —Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  is  95  against  89  in  1914 
and  81  in  1913.  The  number  of  deaths  from  other  Tubercular 
affections  is  31  against  30  in  1914  and  59  in  1913. 

The  rates  are  as  follows  : — 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis . i-io  per  1,000  of  population. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  -35  ,,  ,, 

If  taken  together  as  Tubercular  affections,  we  have  126  deaths, 
or  a  rate  of  1-45  per  1,000  of  population. 


PULMONARY  PHTHISIS  &  TUBERCULAR  DISEASES. 


The  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  Wards 


Wards. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

Total. 

No. 

1 — St.  George  . 

4 

4 

8 

No. 

2 — Lindsav  . 

4 

3 

7 

No. 

3 — St.  Catharine  . 

9 

3 

12 

No. 

4. — St.  Patrick  . 

7 

3 

10 

No. 

5 — St.  Thomas . 

2 

4 

6 

No. 

6 — Poolstock  . 

6 

2 

8 

No. 

7 — Victoria  . 

7 

7 

No. 

8 — St.  Andrew  . 

9 

3 

12 

No. 

9 — Swinley  . 

5 

1 

6 

No. 

10 — All  Saints  . 

5 

5 

No. 

1 1 — West  Pemberton  . 

3 

1 

4 

No. 

12 — North  Pemberton . 

5 

2 

7 

No. 

1 3— Central  Pemberton  . 

2 

4 

6 

No. 

14 — South  Pemberton  . 

5 

1 

6 

Transferable  Deaths  . 

22 

22 

Totals . 

95 

31 

126 

The  following  table  shows  the  Comparative  Figures  for  1912, 
1913,  1914,  and  1915  : — 


1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Number  of  Notifications . 

217 

207 

212 

233 

Deaths  . . . 

98 

81 

89 

95 

Fatality-rate  per  cent . 

45-16 

39-13 

41-98 

40-77 

1-10 

Death-rate  per  1 ,000  . 

1-07 

•88 

•95 

During  the  year  all  cases  notified  have  been  visited,  and 
instructed  ;  and  paper  handkerchiefs  and  bags  have  been  distributed. 
This  work  is  now  carried  on  through  the  staff  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1911  &  1912. 
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5 
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previously 
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other  doctors) 

131 

108 

62 

45 

j 

Number  of 
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Primary 
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57 
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rH  rH 

^  $  F5 

4 

2 

20 

2 

o  O  -h 

|  |  CO  rH 

Age  Periods. 

Pul.  Males  . 

„  Females  .... 

Non-pul.  Males  ... 

,,  Females 

( Signature )  GEORGE  JESSEL,  M.A.,  M.B., 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CASES  OF  TITRERCULOSIS  (all  forms)  NOTIFIED  in  1915. 


Wards. 

Population. 
Census  1911. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Other  forms 
of  T’rculosis 

Totals 

No. 

1 — St.  George  . 

4,905 

18 

6 

24 

No. 

2 — Lindsay  . 

5,295 

16 

9 

25 

No. 

3 — St.  Catharine  . . . 

7,586 

23 

10 

33 

No. 

4 — St.  Patrick  . 

9,795 

41 

20 

61 

No. 

5 — St.  Thomas . 

4,382 

13 

2 

15 

No. 

6 — Poolstock  . 

5,413 

6 

6 

12 

No. 

7 — Victoria  . 

4,836 

14 

3 

17 

No. 

8- — St.  Andrew  . 

12,378 

28 

16 

44 

No. 

9 — Swinley  . . 

7,384 

10 

6 

16 

No. 

10 — All  Saints  . 

3,536 

16 

1 

17 

No. 

1 1- — West  Pemberton 

4,188 

5 

7 

12 

No. 

12 — North  ,, 

7,379 

15 

11 

26 

No. 

13 — Central  ,, 

5,962 

16 

5 

21 

No. 

14 — South  ,, 

6,113 

12 

5 

17 

Totals . 

89,152 

233 

L" 

o 

r-H 

340 

With  a  view  to  discouraging  the  offensive  and  dangerous 
practice  of  spitting,  the  following  bye-laws  were  approved  by  the 
Council,  and  not  having  been  disallowed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  are  now  in  operation  : — 

1.  No  person  shall  spit  on  the  floor,  side,  or  wall  of  any 

public  carriage,  or  of  any  public  hall,  public  waiting 
room,  or  place  of  public  entertainment,  whether 
admission  thereto  be  obtained  upon  payment  or  not. 

2.  Every  person  who  shall  offend  against  this  bye-law 

shall  be  liable  for  every  such  offence  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  five  pounds. 

The  attention  of  the  Council  has  been  drawn  to  the  serious 
dangers  resulting  from  the  presence  of  advanced  cases  of  Phthisis 
in  homes,  where  isolation  is  more  or  less  impossible  or  unsatisfactory. 
It  is  felt  that  some  hospital  provision  for  such  cases  is  urgently 
needed. 

The  following,  report,  which  I  presented  to  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee,  was  approved  by  the  Council,  but  no  further  steps  have  yet 
been  taken 

REPORT  ON  THE  PROPOSED  USE  OF  THE  DECKER 

HOSPITAL,  WHELLEY, 

FOR  ADVANCED  CASES  OF  PHTHISIS* 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Health  Committee  I  was  instructed 
to  furnish  a  report  on  the  above  subject,  in  consequence  of  repre¬ 
sentations  made  to  the  Health  Committee  by  the  Wigan  Insurance 
Committee. 

The  need  for  the  isolation  of  advanced  cases  of  Consumption 
in  the  Borough  is  admittedly  great,  as  owing  to  the  lack  of  facilities 
at  home,  these  cases  are  frequently  a  danger  to  the  other  members 
of  the  family.  Provision  is  now  being  nlade  for  these  advanced 
cases,  in  many  towns,  in  a  separate  pavilion  in  the  grounds  of  the 
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fever  hospital.  The  Decker  Hospital  is  fairly  conveniently  situated 
for  administration  as  part  of  the  Whelley  Sanatorium.  It  is  a 
corrugated-iron  structure,  lined  with  match  boarding,  containing 
two  wards,  kitchen,  lavatories,  etc. 

The  hospital  has  been  empty  for  some  time,  but  I  understand 
that  cases  of  Small-pox  have  been  treated  in  it,  and  that  it  is  the 
only  place  available  in  the  Borough  for  cases  of  Small-pox.  I  do 
not  consider  this  building  suitable  for  such  a  purpose.  In  a  memo¬ 
randum  on  the  subject  of  Small-pox  hospitals  issued  b}^  the  Bocal 
Government  Board,  it  was  laid  down  that  no  Small-pox  hospital 
should  be  erected — 

1.  On  a  site,  where  it  Would  have  within  a  quarter  of  a 

mile  of  it  as  a  centre  either  a  hospital,  whether  for 
infectious  diseases  or  not,  or  a  workhouse  or  any 
similar  establishment,  or  a  population  of  150  or  200 
persons. 

2.  On  a  site,  where  it  would  have  within  half  a  mile  of  it 

as  a  centre  a  population  of  500  or  600  persons  whether 
in  one  or  more  institutions  or  in  dwelling-houses. 

If  it  is  intended  that  the  Decker  Hospital  shall  remain  the 
Small-pox  hospital,  it  is  clear  that  any  scheme  for  the  utilisation  of 
the  hospital  for  cases  of  Consumption  could  only  be  operative  while 
the  Borough  remains  free  from  Small-pox.  If  this  latter  disease 
occurred,  the  patients  suffering  from  Consumption  would  have  to  be 
removed  forthwith. 


Subject  to  certain  alterations,  it  would  be  possible  to  use  the 
building  for  the  treatment  of  advanced  cases  of  Consumption.  The 
Borough  Engineer  informs  me  that  the  cost  of  the  alterations  and 
renovations  would  amount  roughly  to  about  £100. 

The  building,  as  altered,  would  be  suitable  for  the  treatment 
of  12  patients  :  six  males  and  six  females. 

With  respect  to  the  cost,  in  normal  times  one-half  has  been 
contributed  by  the  Government  for  similar  approved  schemes.  It 
is,  however,  uncertain  whether  any  new  scheme  would  be  sanctioned 
at  present. 

It  is  not  easy  to  forecast  the  exact  cost  of  the  scheme.  Three 
additional  nurses  would  be  required. 


I  estimate  the  annual  cost  approximately  at  £550  ;  half  of 
which  might  be  repaid  by  the  Bocal  Government  Board.  This 
figure  is  obtained  as  follows  : — 

/  s.  d. 


Three  Nurses  (£30,  £25,  £iy-£2o) . 

Insurance  . 

t_f  m  f  o  r  ms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Coal  and  Bight,  etc . 

Patients’  and  Nurses’  Maintenance  Food  at 
x  1 J  1  1 1  c  ci  d ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Drugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Repairs  and  Renewals  . 


7  200 
1  19  o 
24  o  o 
40  o  o 

343  14  0 
10  o  o 
50  o  0 


£541  13  o 
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The  equipment  (bedsteads,  bedding,  etc.)  could  be  supplied, 
in  the  first  instance,  from  the  large  stock  now  in  Whelley  Sanatorium, 
as  it  is  unlikely  that  the  present  crowded  condition  of  the  wards 
will  continue. 

Yours  faithfully, 

George  Jessee, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  OCCURRING  AMONG 

SOLDIERS. 

Private  John  Jones,  aged  22  years,  No.  13,897,  10th  Battalion 
South  Lancashire  Regiment.  Sickened  with  Scarlet  Fever  whilst 
on  furlough  at  No.  10,  Kendrick  Street  ;  was  removed  to  Sanatorium 
on  February  17th,  1915.  Discharged  on  April  3rd,  1915. 

Lance-Corporal  John  P.  Turner,  aged  36  years,  1st  Royal 
Warwick  Regiment.  Sickened  with  Scarlet  Fever  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan  (where  he  was  being  treated  for 
wounds)  ;  was  removed  to  the  Sanatorium  on  May  12th,  1915. 
Discharged  on  July  6th,  1915. 

The  following  case  was  removed  from  the  No.  3  Woodlands 
Military  Hospital,  Standish,  to  the  Whelley  Sanatorium,  Wigan  : — 

Private  William  Parkinson,  No.  8,104,  North  Staffordshire 
Regiment  ;  admitted  on  June  23rd,  1915,  suffering  from  Enteric 
Fever.  Discharged  July  16th,  1915. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Genteemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Third  Annual  Report  dealing  with  the 
work  done  for  the  Corporation  at  the  Joint  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
during  1915.  In  my  previous  reports  I  have  dealt  fully  with  the 
principles  underlying  the  work  and  with  the  general  methods  adopted. 

I  propose  this  time  to  confine  my  attention  more  particularly  to  the 
actual  work  done  during  the  past  year. 

The  departure  of  Dr.  Stalker  (Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer) 
last  June,  left  me  single-handed  to  carry  on  the  work,  but  owing  to 
the  improved  organisation  of  the  Dispensary  and  a  general  speeding 
up,  the  total  volume  of  work  done  compares  favourably  with  the 
preceding  year.  I  regret,  however,  that  owing  to  the  war  the  whole 
of  the  developments  and  extensions,  including  research  work,  which 
I  had  contemplated,  have  had  to  be  postponed. 

The  medical  practitioners  have  continued  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  advantages  that  the  Dispensary  affords,  and  our  relations 
remain  of  a  cordial  nature. 

DIAGNOSIS. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-one  cases  were  referred  to  me  by 
doctors  in  the  Borough  last  year.  I  also  examined  a  large  number 
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of  those  who  were  notified  by  doctors  as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis, 
as  well  as  a  number  of  contacts.  The  following  table  summarises 
the  results  of  examination  of  new  cases  :* — 


Tubercular 

Not 

Tubercular 

Total 

Insured  . 

143 

30 

173 

Non-Insured . .• . 

81 

183 

264 

Totals  . 

224 

213 

437 

Apart  from  physical  examination,  medical  practitioners  are 
encouraged  to  send  specimens  of  sputum  for  diagnostic  purposes, 
and  convenient  sterilised  glass  vials  are  supplied.  It  cannot  be 
stated  too  often,  however,  that  it  is  undesirable,  and  indeed  harmful 
in  many  instances,  to  wait  for  the  tubercle  bacilli  to  be  found  in  the 
sputum  before  notifying  a  case.  The  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli, 
while  establishing  the  nature  of  the  illness  beyond  dispute,  may  be 
taken  as  evidence  of  fairly  advanced  disease  in  most  cases. 

The  following  table  gives  results  of  sputum  examinations 

Sputum  Examinations,  1915. 


Positive  Result .  87 

Negative  Result  .  161 

Total  . .  248 


EXAMINATION  OF  CONTACTS. 

During  the  past  year  187  contacts  were  examined.  Up  to  the 
time  of  her  departure,  child  contacts  were  examined  systematically 
by  the  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer,  who  was  also  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer.  After  she  left,  the  number  examined  perforce  fell 
off  considerably.  I  regard  the  formal  connection  of  the  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officer  with  the  Dispensary  as  a  desirable  arrange¬ 
ment,  as  thereby  doubtful  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  children  were 
brought  more  readily  to  my  notice.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  not 
share  the  view  expressed  in  some  quarters  that  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  is  particularly  common  amongst  children  of  school  age.  As 
regards  adult  contacts,  many  of  these  are  at  work,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  persuade  them  to  attend  the  Dispensary.  Furthermore,  at  the 
present  time  it  would  not  be  possible  for  me  to  examine  a  large 
number.  On  the  whole,  the  best  arrangement  appears  to  be  for  the 
family  doctor,  the  dispensary  nurse  and  myself  to  acquaint  each 
patient's  family  with  the  facilities  offered,  and  to  try  more  especially 
to  get  into  touch  with  persons  who  are  found  to  be  ailing  by  the 
dispensary  nurse  at  one  of  her  regular  visits  to  the  house. 

TREATMENT. 

Broadly  speaking,  the  treatment  of  Consumptive  persons  falls 
under  the  following  headings  : — 

(1.)  Institutional. 

(ii.)  Domiciliary. 

(iii.)  Dispensary,  , 
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A  certain  number  of  cases  when  first  seen  are  unsuitable  for 
sanatorium  treatment,  unfit  to  attend  the  dispensary,  and  receive 
treatment  from  their  own  doctor  with  the  assistance  of  the  dispen¬ 
sary  nurse,  and  sometimes  also  of  the  district  nurse. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  cases  have  derived  benefit  from 
treatment  in  a  suitable  institution.  This  benefit  is  obtained  in  two 
ways  :  (i)  Educational,  the  patients  receiving  simple  practical 

instruction  in  the  essential  details  of  home  treatment  ;  (2)  Actual, 
the  patients’  health  being  improved  and  their  resistance  raised,  so 
that  they  are  in  a  position  to  take  advantage  of  the  lessons  learnt. 

Many  persons,  again,  during  their  stay  at  home  are  able  to 
attend  regularly  at  the  Dispensary  and  can  thus  be  kept  under  closer 
observation.  This  is  important,  as  success  in  the  treatment  of 
Consumption  depends  on  close  attention  to  details,  which  for  various 
reasons  are  apt  to  be  overlooked  by  busy  general  practitioners. 

INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Corporation  have  had  22  beds  avail¬ 
able — 18  at  Pemberton  Hospital  and  four  at  Bowdon  Sanatorium. 
One  hundred  and  thirty-four  persons,  including  26  children  under 
sixteen  years  of  age,  were  admitted  to  these  institutions. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  admissions  and 
discharges  : — 


Institution. 

No.  of  patients  admitted. 

No.  discharged  or  died. 

Insured. 

Uninsured. 

Insured. 

Uninsured. 

(a)  Adults. 

Pemberton  Hospital  . . . 

80 

9 

76 

10 

Bowdon  Sanatorium... 

17 

2 

15 

2 

( b )  Children  under  16  yrs. 
Pemberton  Hospital  ... 

... 

26 

... 

22 

Totals . 

97 

37 

91 

34 

The  condition  of  the  patients  on  their  discharge  from  the 
institutions  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  table  : — 


Condition  on  discharge. 


Institution. 

Improved. 

Not  Improved. 

Died. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Pemberton  Hospital  .... 

52 

43 

7 

4 

2 

108 

Bowdon  Sanatorium . 

5 

5 

4 

3 

0 

17 

The  length  of  stay  of  each  patient  in  hospital  is,  011  the  average, 
two  or  three  months,  and  thus  it  will  be  realised  that  the  patients 
must  receive  treatment  at  home  during  the  greater  part  of  their 
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illness.  This  treatment  is  undertaken  by  private  practitioners  and 
the  dispensary  jointly.  Patients,  who  are  fit,  are  encouraged  to  attend 
regularly  at  the  Dispensary  for  advice  and  supervision  ;  while  all 
cases  are  regularly  visited  at  home  by  the  dispensary  nurse. 

As  regards  patients  attending  the  Dispensary,  113  insured 
patients  made  895  attendances  during  the  year  ;  whilst  81  uninsured 
persons  made  189  attendances. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  insured  persons 
regularly  attending  at  the  Dispensary  : — 


Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Total  Treated  . 

65 

48 

113 

Discharged — Improved  . . . 

15 

13 

28 

Not  Improved  . 

2 

2 

4 

Died  . 

6 

4 

10 

Treatment  discontinued  in  other  cases  . 

7 

4 

11 

Under  Treatment  on  the  1st  Januarv,  1916 . 

35 

25 

60 

The  treatment  of  uninsured  persons  is  undertaken  by  private 
practitioners,  the  parish  doctor,  and  the  Infirmary  out-patient 
department.  It  is  desirable  that  the  treatment  of  those  who  cannot 
afford  to  pay  a  private  doctor,  should  be  undertaken  at  the  Dispensary 
in  all  cases  where  the  patient  is  fit  to  attend,  but  it  is  clearly  im¬ 
possible  for  me,  personally,  to  undertake  this  at  present 

The  dispensary  nurse  visits  each  case  as  soon  as  the  notification 
is  received  from  a  doctor  in  attendance,  or  the  case  has  been  diagnosed 
by  me.  The  object  of  home  visiting  is  essentially  to  supervise  and 
improve  the  home  hygiene.  Each  patient  is  carefully  taught  the 
essentials  of  home  treatment,  and  paper  handkerchiefs  and  bags 
are  provided  free  of  cost.  Thermometers  and  cards  for  recording 
temperatures  are  also  provided  in  suitable  cases,  the  patients  being 
taught  to  record  regularly  their  own  temperatures.  The  cases  are 
regularly  visited  as  circumstances  require,  and  much  good  clearly 
results,  as  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  table  : — 
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Table  showing  Improvements  Effected  by  the  Dispensary  Nurse. 
CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  (all  forms)  NOTIFIED  in  1915. 


Conditions 

Conditions 

found  at 

found  at 

nurse’s 

nurse’s 

first  visit 

last  visit 

1915. 

1915. 

I.- — Cases  having  Separate  Beds. 

83 

No  other  person 

in  bedroom  . 

•  •  • 

168 

44 

1 

other  person 

in  bedroom  . 

40 

50 

2 

Ditto 

...  ...  ...  ... 

46 

20 

3 

Ditto 

...  .  .  ,  •••  ••• 

20 

20 

4 

Ditto 

...  .  .  .  •••  ••• 

3 

3 

5 

Ditto 

. 

3 

II.- — Cases 

Not  having  Separate  Beds. 

10 

1 

other  person  in  bed . 

17 

12 

1 

Ditto 

and  2  others  in  room  ... 

8 

10 

1 

Ditto 

and  3  ditto 

4 

10 

2 

other  persons 

in  bed  . 

3 

6 

2 

Ditto 

and  1  other  in  room  ... 

14 

10 

2 

Ditto 

and  2  ditto 

6 

10 

2 

Ditto 

and  3  ditto 

2 

9 

3 

other  persons 

in  bed  and  1  other  in  room  ... 

4 

10 

3 

Ditto 

2  ditto 

0 

0 

3 

Ditto 

3  ditto 

0 

3 

4 

other  persons 

in  bed  . 

0 

10 

4 

Ditto 

and  2  others  in  room 

0 

5 

5 

other  persons 

in  bed  . 

0 

III. — Kitchen. 

0 

Separate  bed  ... 

•••  •••  •  .  •  •••  ...  .  .  . 

•  .  » 

2 

6 

1 

other  in  bed 

...  ,  .  .  •••  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ••• 

... 

0 

3 

2 

Ditto 

. 

•  •  • 

0 

340 

Total  Cases  Notified 

340 

The  following  table  summarises  the  nurse’s  visits  : — 


VISITS  OF  BOROUGH  NURSE,  1915. 


New  cases  visited 
Number  of  cases  visited 
Number  of  visits 


343 
66  7 

3.336 


The  cases  under  dispensary  supervision  on  31st  December, 
1915,  may  be  classified  as  follows 


CASES  UNDER  DISPENSARY  SUPERVISION, 

31ST  December,  1915. 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Pulmonary  . 

131 

98 

229 

Non-Pul  monarv . . . 

15 

20 

35 

Totals . 

146 

118 

264 

- -  —  -  - 1 

Of  these  184  were  insured  persons  and  80  were  uninsured, 
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The  total  number  of  persons  diagnosed  to  be  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  who  were  treated  or  supervised  at  or  in  connection 
with  the  Dispensary,  was  as  follows 


Insured  .  196 

Uninsured  .  147 

Total  .  343 


SANATORIUM  BENEFIT. 

The  usual, work  has  been  done  in  connection  with  the  Insurance 
Act,  your  Tuberculosis  Officer  acting  as  medical  adviser  to  the 
Insurance  Committee.  Various  figures  dealing  with  insured  persons 
will  be  found  in  this  report,  and  further  reference  to  this  branch  of 
the  work  appears  unnecessary.  A  detailed  report  of  the  work  is 
made  to  the  Insurance  Committee. 


AFTER-CARE. 

The  Care  Committee  has  been  active  throughout  the  year,  and 
has  done  much  good  work.  I  described  the  formation  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  in  my  last  report.  The  general  principles,  on  which  the  work 
was  started,  have  been  followed.  Poor  Consumptives  have  been 
helped  according  to  their  needs,  whether  uninsured  or  insured, 
with  a  view  to  supplementing  the  medical  treatment  provided  by 
the  Corporation  or  Insurance  Committee.  The  Committee  has 
worked  on  a  non-political  and  unsectarian  basis,  and  welcomes 
representatives  of  public  bodies,  philanthropic  institutions,  etc.,  as 
fellow-workers. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  : — 


CARE  COMMITTEE,  1915. 

No.  of  Cases  helped.. .  106 

,,  granted  nourishments .  106 

,,  granted  clothing  .  32 

,,  granted  loan  of  bedstead  (with 

bedding)  .  18 

,,  granted  loan  of  bedding  only .  4 

Bedsteads  in  use  .  9 


Many  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  have  regularly  visited 
patients  in  their  homes.  Your  Tuberculosis  officer  has  continued 
to  act  as  general  adviser  and  administrator  of  the  Committee,  and 
the  dispensary  nurse  has  regularly  attended  the  meetings  and  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  work. 


The  accompanying  table  gives  further  particulars  regarding 
the  work  of  the  Dispensary  not  already  mentioned  : — - 


TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY,  1915. 


Insured. 

Uninsured. 

Total. 

1. 

Dispensary  Attendances — 

New  cases . 

115 

77 

192 

Cases  examined  on  leaving  a  Sana¬ 
torium  . 

72 

14 

86 

Old  cases  . 

141 

81 

222 

Total  attendance  of  patients  . 

Total  attendance  of  “  contacts  ”. 
Total  attendances  . 

895 

189 

1,084 

181 

1,284 

57 

2. 

Tuberculosis  Officer’s  visits  . 

47 

10 

3, 

,,  attendances  at 

Committee  Meetings  . . 

42 

4. 

Sputum  Examinations  . 

248 

5, 

Number  of  Nurse’s  Visits . 

3,336 

' 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Town  Clerk  for  helpful  ad¬ 
vice  on  various  occasions,  and  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
assistance  I  have  received  from  Dr.  Alice  Stalker,  Nurse  Foster, 
and  from  my  clerk  (W.  J.  Foe)  who  has  shown  himself  a  capable  and 
zealous  worker. 


To  you,  gentlemen,  I  tender  my  thanks  for  your  constant 
encouragement  and  support. 


I  am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

George  Jessee, 

M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.  (Oxon). 
D.P.H.  (Vid.). 

Tuberculosis  Officer, 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 
14th  February,  1916, 
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General  Sanitary  Work. 


Introductory. 

Military  Services. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

Shop  Hours  Act,  1892  to  1905. 

Shops  Act,  1912. 

Shop  Hours  Act,  1904,  Closing  Order. 

Meat  Inspection  and  Slaughter-houses. 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885 
and  1886. 

Black  Smoke  Nuisance. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 
Removal  of  Nightsoil,  &c. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Education  Act,  1902,  1904, 

Public  Analyst  Report. 

Rainfall. 


INTRODUCTORY. 

The  general  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  are  similar 
to  those  fully  described  in  previous  reports,  and  the  usual  description 
is  omitted  this  year. 

The  water  supply  has  been  obtained  from  the  usual  sources, 
and  has  been  of  satisfactory  quality. 

Milk  Supply. — Full  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  Borough 
Analyst’s  report  as  to  the  quality  of  the  samples  taken.  During  the 
year  there  were  nine  prosecutions  as  a  result  of  the  analysis  of  formal 
samples  of  milk,  and  seven  of  these  were  successful.  The  problem 
how  to  ensure  an  ample  supply  of  clean  and  pure  milk  without 
unduly  raising  the  price  is  beset  with  difficulties.  The  postponement 
of  the  operation  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1914,  though  greatly 
to  be  regretted,  was  inevitable  in  view  of  the  War. 


MIEITARY  SERVICES. 

Few  soldiers  have  been  billeted  in  the  town  during  the  year, 
as  recruits  were  speedily  sent  away  for  training.  The  constant 
return  of  soldiers  to  infected  houses  has  entailed  an  amount  of 
supervision  as  well  as  the  disinfection  of  their  clothing  previous  to 
leaving  the  Borough.  The  firms  in  the  town  supplying  foodstuffs 
for  the  Army  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  at  the  request 
of  the  Authorities,  with  a  view  to  maintaining  a  reasonable  standard 
of  sanitation  and  cleanliness. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

The  workshops  have  been  regularly  and  systematically  visited 
by  your  Inspectors  ;  and  also  the  factories,  on  receipt  of  report  from 
H.M.  Inspectors.  The  bakehouses  have  been  regularly  visited  and 
any  nuisances  arising  have  been  promptly  dealt  with.  The  regu¬ 
lations  as  to  limewashing,  cleanliness,  etc.,  have  been  enforced.  The 
underground  bakehouses  have  been  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition. 

1 .- — -Inspection. 


Premises. 

No.  of 
Inspections. 

No.  of  written 
Notices. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  . 

72 

9 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  . 

417 

6 

Workplaces  . 

Total  . 

489 

15 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 

No.  of  defects 
found. 

No.  of  defects 
remedied. 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . 

17 

15 

Want  of  Ventilation  . 

12 

12 

Overcrowding  . 

1 

1 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  . 

Other  Nuisances . . 

6 

6 

2 

Sanitary  i  insufficient  . 

3 

Accommo-  <  unsuitable  or  defective  . 

12 

11 

dation  f  not  separate  for  sexes  . 

3 

2 

O'ffenccs  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  : — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses 
Other  offences  . 

57 

4 

52 

3 

Total  . 

115 

104 

i  i 


3. — Home  Work. 


Outworkers’  Lists,  Section  107. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Notices 

served 

on 

occupiers 
as  to 
keeping 
or 

sending 

lists 

(8) 

Sending  twice 
year. 

in  the 

Sending  once 
year. 

in  the 

Lists. 

(2) 

Outworkers. 

Lists. 

(5) 

Outworkers. 

Con¬ 

tractors 

(3) 

Work¬ 

men 

(4) 

Con¬ 

tractors 

(6) 

Work¬ 

men 

(7)  ' 

Wearing  Apparel 

(1)  Making,  &c.  ... 

56 

164 

228 

7 

1 

122 

30 

(2)  Cleaning,  &c. ... 

*■  - "T-T - 

'  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  4 

•  •  • 

4. — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Workshops  . 

365 

114 

21 

Bakehouses  . 

Domestic  Workshops  (not  Outworkers)  . . .' . 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register . 

500 

5. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matters  Notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  Of  Factories  1- — * 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  to  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133)... 
Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  . . ; . 

4 

16 

Report  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M;  Inspector  . . . . . . 

15 

Other  . .  . . . . . . . . ..... 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year . . . . . . . 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . . . . . 

6 

TRADES  FOR  WHICH  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS  ARE 


USED. 

Dressmaking  . 

52 

Coopers  . . . 

.  3 

Boot  Repairing  . 

44 

Joiners  . . . 

.  5 

Clogging . . 

40 

Cycle  Repairers  . 

.  5 

Tailoring . . . . . 

4i 

Tripe  Dresser  . 

.  2 

Millinery  . . . . 

44 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

•  •  •  • 

Clothing  . '. .. 

26 

Coffin  Maker  . . . 

Saddlers  . . . 

7 

Soap  Boilers . . . 

Jewellers . . . 

6 

Ginger  Beer  Works... 

•  •  •  •  •  '2r 

Plumbers  . 

11 

Clay  Pipe  Maker  .... 

.  I 

Painters  . . . 

Q 

Hard  Confectionery  .. 

.  2 

Shoeing  Smiths  . 

6 

Mantle  Making  . 

.  3 

General  Smiths . 

3 

Bottler  . 

.  3 

Wheelwrights . . 

6 

Rope  Walker  . 

.  1 

Cabinet  Makers  . 

5 

Coach  Builders  . 

.  2 

Ice  Cream  Makers  . 

2 

Tin-plate  Workers  ... 

.  5 

Scale  Repairers  . . . 

2 

Tarpaulin  Sheet 

Laundries  . 

2 

Manufacturers  ... 

.  1 

Knitting  . 

4 

Carvers  . 

.  1 

Picture  Framers  . v . 

4 

Enamelling  . 

.  1 

Wreathes  . 

1 

Watch  Repairers  .... 

.  2 

Electrical  Works  . 

1 

Piano  Repairer  . 

.  1 

Waste  Paper  Dealer  . . 

1 

Upholsterer  . 

......  1 

Total  . .  365 

NUMBER  OF  WORKSHOPS  ON  REGISTER. 

1915  1914  Decrease. 


NUMBER  OE  DOMESTIC  WORKSHOPS  ON  REGISTER. 

I9I5  I9I4 


21  21 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 


Notices  received  from  H.M.  Inspector .  16 

Section  5— Sanitary  defects  .  19 

Complied  with  .  18 

In  hand  . 1 

Section  14— Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire .  1 

In  hand  .  1 


NUMBER  OF  BAKEHOUSES  ON  REGISTER. 
1915  I9I4  Decrease. 

114  137  23 


Nine  are  certified  underground  bakehouses,  and  are  as  follows  : 


22,  Earl  Street. 

32,  Market  Street. 
58,  Market  Street. 
10,  Standishgate. 
34,  Wigan  Fane. 


36,  Wigan  Fane. 

108,  Wallgate  (not  in  use). 

12,  Wallgate  (not  in  use). 
Woodcock  Street  (not  being 
used  as  bakehouse). 


OUTWORKERS’  FISTS  (Section  107). 


No.  of  Visits  to  Outworkers’  Premises  .  56 

,,  Nuisances  arising  .  2 


SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1892-1905. 

Shop  Act,  1912. 

The  work  done  under  this  Act  is  given  fully  in  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  report.  The  infringements  were  complied  with  upon 
warning  from  the  Inspectors. 


Infringements. 

Want  of  Abstract  . 

,,  Notice  .  41 

»  Form  .  5 


46 


No.  of  Observations  (day)  . ........ .  853 

„  „  (night)  .  129 


Shop  Hours  Act,  1904  (Ceosing  Order). 
(Hairdressers  and  Barbers.) 

The  work  done  under  this  Order  is  given  in  your  Inspector’s 


report. 

No.  of  Infringements  .  30 

,,  Visits  (day)  . 412 

„  „  (night)  .  413 

,,  Fetters  sent  out  . . .  1 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION: 


i 


There  are  26  registered  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough,  all 
bf  which  are  registered  under  the  Towns’  Improvement  Clauses  Act. 
Most  of  these  slaughter-houses  are  unsatisfactory,  and  in  default 
under  the  Bye-laws.  They  are  generally  in  close  proximity  to 
dwellings,  but  unfortunately  cannot  be  closed  oh  this  account.  Many 
of  them  are  ill-paved,  improperly  drained,  and  insufficiently  lit; 
The  middens  in  connection  with  the  slaughter-house  Constitute  a 
serious  nuisance,  and  as  breeding-places  for  flies  constitute  a  real 
danger  to  health. 

The  Health  Committee  has  enforced  more  strictly  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  and  the  Bocal  Bye-laws,  that  deal  with 
the  removal  of  manure,  as  it  is  obvious  that  these  breeding-places 
for  flies  cannot  be  allowed  to  remain  unchecked. 

Attention  might  with  advantage  be  paid  to  the  destruction  of 
the  flies,  both  as  regards  adult  and  immature  forms,  in  such  manure 
as  is  sent  to  the  Miry  Bane  Depot.  The  method  suggested  is  by  the 
use  of  Borax,  as  described  in  a  recent  bulletin  of  the  United  States 
Board  of  Agriculture.  If  the  results  prove  successful,  the  general 
adoption  of  this  method  in  the  Borough  will  be  recommended. 

The  fact  that  the  work  of  slaughtering  is  distributed  among 
26  slaughter-houses  in  different  parts  of  the  Borough  renders  the 
work  of  meat  inspection  difficult.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  near 
future  the  provision  of  the  Municipal  Abattoir  already  decided  upon 
by  the  Council  may  be  accomplished.  At  present,  however,  no 
definite  steps  have  been  taken  for  various  reasons,  but  a  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee  has  been  appointed  to  endeavour  to  find  a  suitable  site. 

Cases  of  Tubercular  or  other  disease  in  meat  are  reported  to  the 
Health  Department  by  the  butchers,  and  are  then  examined  by  an 
Inspector,  who  refers  doubtful  cases  to  your  Medical  Officer.  This 
dependance  on  the  butchers  and  their  assistants  is  obviously  un¬ 
satisfactory  for  many  reasons,  but  has  been  necessary  for  years  owing 
to  the  staff  of  the  Inspectors  being  insufficient. 

Independently,  the  slaughter-houses  are  regularly  visited  by 
the  Inspectors,  but  it  is  uncommon  for  cases  of  diseased  or  otherwise 
unwholesome  meat,  which  had  not  previously  been  reported,  to  be 
discovered  by  them. 

The  Council  has  now  decided  to  appoint  a  whole-time 
Veterinary  Surgeon  to  be  responsible  for  the  meat  inspection  of  the 
Borough  as  well  as  the  other  veterinary  work  of  the  Corporation.  It 
is  intended  for  patriotic  reasons  to  defer  making  this  appointment 
until  the  conclusion  of  the  War. 

Particulars  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  surrendered  and 
destroyed  will  be  found  in  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MIRKSHOPS  ORDER. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  Mr.  Woods,  your  Veterinary 
Inspector  : — 

Genteemen, 

There  has  been  nothing  beyond  routine  work  in  the  inspections 
of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  during  the  year.  The  suspension  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Order  has  made  no  difference  in  the  town,  as  I  have 
only  met  with  one  case  of  distinct  udder  Tuberculosis  during  my 
inspections,  and  that  was  speedily  dealt  with  by  the  owner.  These 
cases,  as  also  those  of  generalised  Tuberculosis,  of  which  I  have  only 
met  with  four,  are  now  recognised  by  the  owners  as  being  most  to 
their  advantage  if  speedity  disposed  of,  while  the  carcase  or  a  portion 
of  it  may  be  used  as  food.  The  milch  cows  of  the  town  may  be  said 
to  be,  generally  speaking,  of  a  high  class.  The  cowsheds  in  some 
cases  have  not  been  so  frequently  cleaned  out  as  I  have  endeavoured 
to  procure  in  previous  years,  but  the  War  has  added  to  the  labour 
difficulty  in  this  as  in  most  other  businesses. 

Yours  obediently, 

{Signed)  Wm.  Woods. 

SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  other  work  few  observations  were  taken. 
Warnings  were  given  whenever  necessary,  and  these  usually  had 
the  desired  effect.  The  enlistment  of  stokers  and  the  substitution 
of  less  efficient  labour  have  been  taken  into  account. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

The  Housing  and  Insanitary  Houses  Committee  has  met 
monthly,  with  additional  meetings  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to 
try  and  clear  off  the  large  amount  of  accumulated  arrears.  The 
result  has  been  that  considerable  progress  was  made,  and  92  houses 
were  made  habitable,  as  compared  with  46  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  under  con¬ 
sideration  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  number  reported  to  the 
Committee  during  the  year,  and  the  result  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Committee,  and  the  work  carried  out  under  their  instructions 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  made  in  1914 

were  still  operative  on  January  1st,  1915 .  89 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  in  1914,  and  not  complied  with 

on  January  1st,  1915  . . .  16 

No.  of  houses  inspected  during  1915  . .  30 

No.  of  houses  reported  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  in  1915...  29 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  during  1915 . . .  39 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  not  made  during  1915 .  10 

No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  . . . ? .  Nil 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  during  1915  . .  57 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  during  1915  . .  43 

No.  of  houses  demolished  in  compliance  with  Demolition  Orders  R  3 

No.  of  houses  demolished  without  a  Demolition  Order  during  -- 

1915  . mS 

No.  of  houses  made  habitable  after  Demolition  Orders  during 

1915  .  28 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  remained 

operative  on  December  31st,  1915  .  43 
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No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  remained  oper¬ 
ative  on  December  31st,  1915  .  Ill 

The  number  of  houses  made  habitable  during  the  year  is .  92 

The  number  of  back-to-back  houses  converted  into  single  houses 

is  .  30 


The  houses  reported  on  and  dealt  with  were  situated  as  follows  : 

2,  4,  6,  8,  10,  12,  14,  16,  Ashton  Street; 

1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  Ascroft’s  Yard. 

34,  Warrington  Road,  Pemberton* 

1,  King’s  Yard,  Warrington  Road,  Pemberton* 

56,  60,  Warrington  Road,  Pemberton. 

8,  Dawber’s  Court. 

123,  125,  Standishgate. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  Sayer’s  Yard,  Scholes. 

4,  5,  Bishopgate. 

2a,  Engine  Fold. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  reported  to 
the  Committee,  the  number  of  Closing  Orders  made,  and  the  number 
of  houses  demolished  in  each  year  since  the  passing  of  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909  — 


1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Houses  reported  . . 

8 

32 

42 

281 

97 

162 

29 

Closing  Orders  . 

5 

14 

13 

245 

83 

83 

39 

Houses  demolished  * . . 

5 

13 

14 

23 

2 

13 

The  number  of  fresh  properties  reported  to  the  Committee 
was  restricted  for  the  following  reasons  :* — 

1,  The  request  of' the  Local  Government  Board  that  only  the 

most  urgent  cases  should  be  dealt  with,  owing  to  the 
need  for  private  economy  and  the  shortage  of  labour 
and  materials. 

2,  The  serious  shortage  of  houses,  which  rendered  closing 

or  demolition  undesirable  as  far  as  possible. 

3,  The  serious  calls  upon  the  time  and  energies  of  the  whole 

staff,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  infectious  disease. 

The  marked  shortage  of  houses  that  exist  in  the  Borough  as 
elsewhere  in  England  has  caused  much  anxiety.  The  Borough 
Engineer  has  prepared  an  admirable  scheme  for  the  erection  of  a 
limited  number  of  houses  in  Melverley  Street,  and  this  has  received 
the  approval  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Owing  to  the  War,  and  the  consequent  restrictions  on  borrowing, 
actual  building  operations  are  postponed.  The  Committee  have 
also  had  other  schemes  for  additional  houses  under  consideration. 

UNPAVED  YARDS  AND  PASSAGES,  &c. 

No  unpaved  yards  have  been  dealt  with. 

The  following  have  been  dealt  with,  for  defective  surface  of 
yards  and  passages  : — 


90  and  92,  Hornby  Street. 

2  and  4,  Bradshawgate. 

3  to  23,  Hilton  Street. 

23,  Burlington  Street. 

43  and  45,  Kendal  Street. 

5,  St.  George  Terrace. 

143,  Darlington  Street  East. 


12  and  14,  Lower  Morris  Street. 
59,  Caroline  Street. 

62,  Lower  Morris  Street. 

50,  Prescott  Street. 

29,  Wood  Street. 

19,  Great  George  Street. 

175  and  177,  Hardy  butts; 


REMOVAL  OF  NIGHTSOIE,  &c. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied 
following  particulars  : — 

House  refuse  collected  in  Borough  from  January  1st  to 

December  31st,  1915  . 

Pails  excreta  removed  in  1915  . 

Midden  and  Ashpit  refuse  removed  in  1915  . 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  in  Borough  .  7,296 

Number  of  Pails  collected  in  1915  .  411,465 

Cost  (including  washing  and  distribution)  . 

Cost  of  Collecting  Ashes  during  1915  . 

Cost  of  Collecting  Midden  and  Ashpit  Refuse  during  1915... 

Number  of  privy  middens  in  Borough  .  1,597 

,,  ,,  emptied,  1915  ....  14,799 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1915  . .  33 

,,  water  closets  in  Borough  to  January  31st, 

1916 . ...  7,382 

MIDDENS,  ASHPITS  AND  CESSPOOLS. 


i 


Year. 

Abolished. 

Re- 

CONSTRUCTED. 

Middens. 

Ashpits. 

Cesspools. 

Middens. 

Ashpits. 

Cesspools. 

1904  . 

1 

3 

1905  . 

7 

•  ♦  • 

5 

•  •  • 

1906  . 

6 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

1907  . 

4 

•  .  . 

3 

•  •  . 

1908  . 

6 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

•  .  • 

1909  . 

5 

1 

15 

3 

1910  . 

1 

*  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

1911  . 

11 

•  .  . 

32 

3 

1912  . 

7 

16 

3 

1913  . 

9 

1 

7 

1 

1914  . 

14 

3 

•  •  • 

5 

1915  . 

12 

3 

• 

12 

3 

•  •  • 

Total  ... 

83 

8 

1 

100 

18 

•  •  • 

me  with  the 


T. 

c. 

Q. 

202,25 

8 

2 

6,375 

19 

1 

9,555 

18 

3 

£2,364 

14 

1 

£2,910 

12 

7 

£1,252 

4 

1 

Middens  .  183  demolished  or  re-constructed. 

Ashpits  .  26  „ 

Cesspools  .  1  ,, 


CONVERSION  OF  CLOSETS. 


Middens  or  pail  closets  converted  into  water  closets  in  each  of 
the  following  years 


1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 


8  1910 . . . ...  5 

28  1911 .  86 

23  1912 .  44 

26  1913 .  47 

21  1914 .  62 

60  1915 .  99 


Total 


509 


67 


In  last  years’  report  I  described  the  formation  of  a  Special 
Committee  to  deal  with  conversions.  For  tins  purpose  a  loan  of 
£2,000  was  sanctioned  by  the  Focal  Government  Board.  Shortly 
after  the  Committee  had  begun  to  deal  systematically  with  the 
closets  in  North  Pemberton  Ward,  the  Board  withdrew  their  sanction 
to  the  loan,  but  agreed  to  allow  sufficient  money  to  be  borrowed  to 
enable  the  Corporation  to  meet  their  obligations  with  respect  to 
notices  already  served.  While  recognising  the  urgent  need  for 
national  economy,  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  that  the  truest  economy 
would  have  been  to  allow  this  comparatively  small  sum  to  be  spent 
in  order  to  remove  conditions  which  undoubtedly  are  productive 
of  serious  disease,  entailing  much  public  expense  as  well  as  private 
loss.  So  long  as  the  present  large  number  of  privies  and  pail  closets 
exist  in  the  Borough,  the  efforts  of  the  Health  Department  can  at 
the  best  be  only  palliative. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Throughout  the  year  numerous  complaints  were  made  with 
regard  to  offensive  smells  that  from  time  to  time  were  marked, 
especially  at  the  bottom  of  Wallgate.  As  a  result  of  these  complaints, 
the  Health  Committee  instructed  me  to  make  a  full  report  upon  the 
conditions  obtaining  at  certain  premises  where  various  offensive 
trades  are  carried  on. 

On  investigation,  it  was  found  that  there  were  serious  breaches 
of  the  Bye-laws,  viz.  : — 

1.  Insufficient  cleansing  of  floors,  vats,  receptacles,  etc. 

2.  Imperfectly  or  unsuitably  paved  floors. 

3.  Faulty  disposal  of  offensive  vapours  from  the  fat-boiling 

vats,  presses,  dryer  and  digester. 

The  outcome  of  my  report  was  that  representatives  of  the 
firm  appeared  before  the  Health  Committee,  and  promised  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  deal  effectively  with  the  above  defects. 


RAINFALL,  1915. 

At  Worthington. 

Month. 

Rainfall  in  inches 
and  Tenths. 

No.  of  days  on  which 
rain  fell,  being  -01  of 
an  inch  or  more. 

January  . . . 

4-72 

20 

February  . . . 

4-22 

22 

March  . 

1-46 

17 

April . . . 

2-00 

16 

M  av  . . . 

1  -48 

9 

June  . 

2-12 

11 

Julv  . 

3-17 

21 

August  . 

4-80 

20 

Spptpmhpr  . 

0-83 

8 

October  . 

2-11 

12 

November . 

2-36 

10 

December  . 

7-18 

25 

Total 


37-05 


191 


The  mean  average  rainfall  for  the  past  58  years,  37-31  inches. 
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RAINFALL,  1914- — At  Bispham. 


Month. 

Rainfall  in  inches 
and  Tenths. 

No.  of  days  on  which 
rain  fell,  being  *01  of 
an  inch  or  more. 

January  . 

4*28 

19 

February  . 

3*18 

19 

March  . 

1*35 

14 

April  . . . 

1*43 

15 

May  . . . 

1*32 

7 

June  . 

1*87 

9 

July  . . . 

3*44 

16 

August  . . 

4*87 

22 

September  . 

1*07 

e 

October  . 

2*06 

(  8 

November . . 

1*82 

10 

December  . 

6*47 

25 

Total  . 

33*16 

170 

Average  consumption  per  head  per  day,  Wigan  and  Pemberton, 
(estimated  population,  93,408)  was  16*98  gallons. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Analyst,  1915. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee *  A 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  brief  resume  of  the  work  of  the 
Analytical  Department  of  the  Corporation  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1915. 

The  major  part  of  the  work  is  in  the  direction  of  the  control 
of  the  quality  of  foodstuffs,  and  no  less  a  proportion  than  70  per  cent, 
of  the  total  samples  submitted  is  contributed  by  milk.  Of  prime 
importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  community,  this  is  perhaps  as  it 
should  be,  and  the  fact  that  so  high  a  ratio  of  adulterated  samples 
(viz.  :  7*7  per  cent.)  having  been  established,  further  emphasises  the 
necessity  of  a  close  control  of  the  supply  the  whole  year  round. 

With  the  exception  of  the  December  sample,  when  the  ab¬ 
normally  high  “  albuminoid  ammonia  ”  figure  indicated  an  unsatis¬ 
factory  organic  condition,  the  water  supply — both  Borough  and 
Pemberton — has  maintained  its  accustomed  high  level  of  excellence. 
The  “  hardness  ”  of  the  water  fluctuates  within  narrow  limits,  and 
averages  about  7  degrees  for  the  main  Corporation  supply. 

In  the  later  months  of  the  year  the  gas  supply  showed  marked 
deterioration  as  was  to  be  expected  and  for  reasons  sufficiently 
understood. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  co-operation  of 
and  courtesy  invariably  shown  by  the  head  officials  of  the  several 
departments  with  whom  one  comes  into  contact,  and  to  none  more 
so  than  your  Chief  Inspector  (Mr.  C.  H.  France). 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  Ernest  Meeting. 
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WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE  SATE  OF  FOOD 

AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1915,  I  have  analysed 
184  samples,  consisting  of  130  milks,  17  butters,  six  each  of  flour, 
self-raising  flour  and  margarine  ;  five  each  of  whisky  and  rum,  two 
each  of  sweets  and  brandy,  and  one  each  of  preserved  cream,  Cheshire 
cheese,  coflee,  tea  and  raspberry  pulp.  Twelve  samples  were  reported 
against  as  adulterated,  or  not  up  to  the  requisite  composition,  viz.  : 
10  milks  and  two  butters,  Taking  the  samples  in  the  order  named, 
seven  milks  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  6-6 
(two  cases),  11  -6  (two  cases),  13-3,  15  and  16 -6  per  cent,  respectively, 
and  three  afforded  evidence  of  the  presence  of  5-8,  7  and  16-5  per 
cent,  of  extraneous  water  respectively.  Systematic  examination 
of  all  samples,  for  the  presence  of  perservatives,  yielded  negative 
results. 

The  percentage  of  adulteration  of  the  milk  supply,  whilst 
perhaps  not  abnormal,  warrants  some  comment,  and  is  certainly 
higher  than  is  found  in  many  manufacturing  towns  similar  to  Wigan. 
Constant  inspection  is  the  surest  way  of  dealing  with  the  subject. 
Both  samples  of  butter  reported  against  were,  in  effect,  margarine. 
Again,  only  two  butters  were  found  to  be  u  boracised  ;  the  amount  ” 
of  perservative,  in  either  case,  not  exceeding  17-5  grains  per  pound. 

The  margarine  samples  had  been,  for  the  most  part,  compounded 
with  varying  proportions  of  vegetable  oleos — cocoanut  and  cotton 
seed — and  contained  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  true  butter  fat. 

The  spirit  samples — whisky,  rum  and  brandy — were  of  the 
requisite  alcoholic  strength  as  required  by  Act  of  Parliament  then  in 
operation.  Recent  legislation  has,  of  course,  negatived  the  value  of 
any  normal  inspection  of  these  beverages.  All  samples  of  flour  and 
self-raising  flour  were  free  from  objectionable  additions  or  substitu¬ 
tions,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  sweets,  coffee  and  tea. 

One  sample  of  Cheshire  cheese  contained  upwards  of  24  per 
cent,  of  true  butter  fat  :  this  is  a  tentative  “  limit  ”  decided  upon 
by  the  officials  responsible  for  the  working  of  the  Act  in  the  County 
of  Chester,  below  which  it  is  presumed  the  source  of  the  cheese  is 
skimmed  or  part-skimmed  milk. 

One  sample  of  preserved  cream  contained  53  per  cent,  of  fat 
and  0-18  per  cent,  of  boron  preservative  (expressed  as  boric  acid)  ; 
the  declaratory  label  showing  o  -5  per  cent,  leaving  a  margin  of  safety 
of  over  60  per  cent. 

A  sample  of  raspberry  pulp  (factory  production)  submitted 
was  very  specially  examined  for  preservative  agent  and  found  to 
contain  the  equivalent  of  o  -008  per  cent,  of  benzoic  acid. 

FERTILIZERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT. 

Under  the  above  Act,  20  miscellaneous  samples  of  feeding 
stuffs  were  examined  during  the  year.  No  particulars  were  stated  on 
the  invoice  in  respect  of  nine  of  these,  and  of  course,  their  genuineness 
or  otherwise  had  to  be  inferred  from  their  all-round  quality.  Three 
samples  were  appreciably  deficient,  either  in  oil  or  albuminoids,  the 
particulars  being  given  on  the  Quarterly  Report  forms, 
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WATER  SUPPRY. 

Monthly  reports  have  been  submitted  and  considered  by  the 
Water  Committee  additionally  to  yourselves.  With  one  exception, 
doubtless  explained  by  some  local  condition,  the  analyses  have 
proved  the  unquestionable  character  of  the  supply,  which  can  be 
legitimately  regarded  as  ideal. 


GAS  TESTS. 

The  illuminating  power  of  the  gas  has  averaged  17-81  sperm 
candles  ;  the  maximum  and  minimum  results  being  18 -io  and  17-3 7 
respectively.  The  average  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  my  experience 
(10  years)  for  the  aforementioned  reason. 

S,  Ernest  Melting. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
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Health  Department, 

King  Street  West,  April,  1916. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  perusal  my 
Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the 
department  during  the  year  1915. 

In  doing  so,  I  must  mention  that,  though  extra  work  has  been 
necessarily  thrown  upon  the  staff — owing  to  the  severe  outbreak 
of  Scarlet  Fever  and  the  abnormal  times  we  are  passing  through — 
the  visits  paid  in  the  other  branches  of  our  work  are  above  the  average 
of  past  years,  and  the  supervision  and  efficiency  well  maintained. 

I  have  again  to  tender  to  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
courteous  help  and  consideration  extended  to  me  and  my  staff. 

To  the  inspectors  and  staff,  I  again  express  my  thanks  and 
appreciation  of  their  loyal  services. 

To  the  chief  officials  of  the  Corporation  whose  services  I  have 
sought  in  the  carrying  out  of  my  duties  I  express  my  thanks. 

The  work  done  is  given  in  table  under  their  different  headings. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Charles  H.  France, 

C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  &c.. 

Member  of  the  N.W.  Centre 
Council, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  &c. 


NUISANCES. 

Houses  and  premises  inspected  and  visited  re  nuisances  and 


complaints .  856 

Nuisances  discovered  .  853 

,,  abated  .  650 

Notices  issued  (preliminary)  .  549 

,,  (formal) .  1057 

Re-visits  to  nuisances  .  969 

Other  visits  made  . 2383 

Visits  to  premises  (testing  of  drainage)  .  30 

Fetters  issued  re  nuisances  .  158 

,,  upon  other  matters  .  345 

Nuisances  remaining  on  books,  December  31st,  1915 . 144 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  NUISANCES  DEAET  WITH. 

Defective  drainage .  37 

Choked  drainage  .  169 

Defective  and  foul  gullies  .  11 

Gullies  requiring  grids  .  7 

Want  of  slopstones  and  pipes  .  9 

Slopstones  defective  .  9 

Bath  and  lavatory  waste  pipes  connected  to  drains .  1 

Sink  waste  pipes  connected  to  drains .  I 

Soil  pipes  or  connections  defective .  3 

Defective  or  choked  water  closets  . 16 

,,  ,,  sink  waste  pipes .  5 

,,  ventilating  shafts  .  1 

Downspouts  connected  to  drain  .  6 

Defective  condition  of  closets  (roof,  walls,  door,  seat  or  floor)  40 

Want  of  doors  to  closets  .  8 

,,  ash-house  .  10 

Defective  condition  of  ash-houses  (roof,  walls,  door  or  floor)  17 

,,  or  choked  waste  water  closets .  21 

Want  of  ashtub  covers  .  1 

,,  ashtubs  .  2 

Foul  and  defective  privies  and  ashpits  .  4 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  .  8 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation  to  houses  or  workshops...  5 
,,  ventilation  to  closets,  to  factories  and  workshops...  1 

Defective  spouts  (eave  or  down)  .  78 

Bath  and  lavatory  waste  pipes  defective .  2 

Insufficient  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  to  factories  or  shops  2 

Want  of  spouting  to  premises  .  3 

Defective  roofs  .  74 

,,  flagging  or  paving  (yards  and  passages)  .  38 

Houses  overcrowded  or  keeping  of  lodgers  .  12 

,,  and  premises  filthy . . .  16 

,,  with  filthy  closets  .  6 

,,  with  filthy  yards  and  entries .  12 

,,  with  damp  or  defective  walls  .  51 

,,  with  defective  floors .  18 

Workshops  require  limewashing  .  5 

Foul  closets .  3 

Want  of  middensteads .  4 

Defective  middensteads  .  13 

Accumulations  of  manure  . 23 

,,  water  .  1 

,,  rubbish  .  14 

Keeping  of  animals  .  14 

Smoke  nuisances  .  5 

Miscellaneous  .  67 

Conversions  have  been  carried  out  in  the  following  properties, 
from  privies  and  pails  to  water  closets:  — 


1  to  25,  Ashton  Street .  5  Pails  to  7  Water  Closets. 

125  to  145,  Hardybutts  .  8  ,,  to  11  ,, 

9,  11,  Gibraltar,  Pemberton  .  2  Privies  to  2  ,, 

24,  26,  Fleet  Street,  Pemberton  .  1  Privy  to  2  ,, 

8,  9,  10,  Poke  Street,  Pemberton  .  2  Privies  to  3  ,, 

1,  3,  3 a,  James  Street . . .  2  Pails  to  3  „ 


8  to  16,  Morris  Row  ... ; . . . . . 

.  3 

■  99 

to 

4 

99 

2,  4,  6,  8,  School  Street  . 

.  4 

99 

to 

5 

99 

47,  School  Lane 

1;  2,  3,  4,  5,  Fairhurst’s  Yard,  Pemberton 

2,  4,  6,  8,  10,  Charnock’s  Yard,  Pemberton  . 

,.  8 

Privies 

to 

13 

99 

2,  4,  6,  8,  Barton  Street,  Pemberton 

15,  17,  19,  Moss  Terrace,  Pemberton . 

..  2 

99 

to 

3 

99 

2,  4,  6,  8,  10,  12,  14,  16,  Ashton  Street . 

..  4 

Pails 

to 

4 

99 

1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  Ascroft’s  Yard,  Pemberton  . 

..  3 

Privies 

to 

4 

99 

56  and  60,  Warrington  Road,  Pemberton  . 

2  to  14,  Westminster  Street,  Pemberton  . 

..  7 

Pails 

to 

’  7 

99 

32,  34,  36,  40,  42,  44,  46,  Mitchell  St.,  Pemberton.. 

.  8 

Privies 

to 

8 

9  9 

52  to  62,  Mitchell  Street,  Pemberton  . 

..  4 

99 

to 

4 

99 

Meeting  House,  Mitchell  Street,  Pemberton  . 

..  2 

99 

to 

2 

99 

31  to  63,  Holland  Street  . . 

.17 

99 

to 

17 

99 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

No.  of  Common  Lodging-houses  in  the  Borough  . . .  20 


,,  Lodgers  allowed  nightly  . 920 

,,  Visits  by  day  .  U359 

„  „  night  . 21 

,,  Lodgers  reported  as  being  received  (per  returns)  ....  162,753 

,,  Letters  sent  out  . I 

,,  Houses  on  register  end  of  1914 . . .  21 

,,  ,,  registered  during  the  year .  1 

,,  ,,  transferred  during  the  year  .  2 

—  24 

,,  ,,  given  up  during  the  year  .  4 

,,  ,,  remaining  on  register  end  of  1915  . 20 

HOUSES  LET-IN-LODGINGS. 

No.  of  Houses  on  register  .  17 

,,  Visits  by  day  .  281 

,,  Letters  sent  out  . 1 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES,  OFFENSIVE  TRADES,  AND 

MARKETS. 

No.  of  Slaughter-houses  in  Borough  . .  26 

,,  Offensive  trade  premises  in  Borough  .  7 

,,  Knackers’  yards  in  Borough  (licensed)  .  2 

,,  Visits  to  slaughter-houses  . 1,253 

,,  ,,  offensive  trade  premises  .  108 

,,  ,,  markets  .  254 

,,  ,,  butchers  and  other  food  shops  .  272 

,,  Letters  sent  out  .  33 

,,  Certificates  issued  (condemned  food)  .  95 


The  following  animals  were  examined  as  to  their  fitness  for 
sale  : — 557  oxen,  8  pigs,  36  sheep,  1  calf  ;  with  the  following  result  : — 


Passed. 

Condemned. 

Part  passed  and 
part  condemned. 

Oxen  . 

526 

3 

16 

15 

Pigs  . 

4 

1 

Sheep  . 

10 

26 

Calf  t . 

1 

'j  ■  1' 
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Of  the  1 6  condemned  oxen,  15  were  Tubercular  and  one  injuries. 
Of  the  26  sheep,  25  were  sweating  (frozen)  and  one  injuries.  Of  the 
four  pigs,  two  were  Tubercular  and  two  Peritonitis  and  congestion. 


FOOD  CONDEMNED,  1915. 


16  Beasts. 

26  Sheep. 

4  Figs. 

629  Rabbits. 

29  Crabs. 

I  Pigeon. 

1  Grouse. 

10  Partridges. 

80  lbs.  of  sausages. 
308  Eggs.  , 

43  Salmon. 

6  Bags  of  mussels. 


89  Boxes  of  wet  fish. 

I  Kit  of  wet  fish. 
33  lbs.  of  wet  fish. 

98  Boxes  of  dry  fish. 
1  Tray  of  shrimps. 
160  Boxes  of  fruit. 

20  Crates  of  fruit. 

86  Baskets  of  fruit. 

18  Bunches  of  fruit, 

9  Barrels. 

95  Muds  of  onions. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  quantities  of  unwholesome 
food  and  shellfish  and  other  refuse  destroyed  at  the  Miry  Dane  Depot 
during  the  year  — 


Fish  . 

T. 

c. 

1 

Beef . 

12 

Pork  . 

.  0 

1 

Shellfish  . 

9 

Other  refuse . 

12 

Total  .  241  17  1 


CANAE  BOATS  ACTS,  1877  &  1844. 
No.  of  Boats  that  have  been  registered  at  Wigan  . 


still  in  use  or  available  .  48 

not  in  use  .  189 

that  cannot  be  traced  .  35 

re-registered  with  other  authorities  .  20 

at  Wigan  .  6 


,,  Applications  for  registration  and  re-registration  during 

the  year  . 

,,  Applications  granted  . 

„  Boat?  reregistered  . . .  . . . . 


¥5 


No.  of  Inspections  made  . ... . .  § 

„  Notices  issued  .  i 

,,  ,,  complied  with .  i 

,,  Contravention  of  regulations  .  i 

,,  Letters  sent  out  . . .  21 

,,  Certificates  renewed  .  - 


,,  Occupants  of  boats  inspected  (men  17,  women  5, 
children  3) 


SMOKE  NUISANCES. 
No.  of  Observations  taken . 


4 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (PREVENTION)  ACT,  &c. 


No.  of  Houses  disinfected  .  1,615 

,,  Rooms  disinfected  .  1,970 

,,  Beds  disinfected  .  1,402 

,,  Mattresses  disinfected  .  353 

,,  Sheets  and  quilts  disinfected  .  3,472 

,,  Other  articles  disinfected  .  16,351 

,,  Schools  disinfected  .  35 

,,  Premises  cleansed  and  limewashed  after  infectious 

disease . 797 

,,  Visits  to  houses  re  limewashing  and  cleansing,  etc....  958 

,,  ,,  infectious  disease  .  5,530 

,,  Letters  sent  out  re  infectious  disease .  26 

,,  ,,  lime  washing .  143 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS;  MARGARINE  ACTS; 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  &  CREAM)  REGULATIONS,  1912. 

Samples  were  obtained  from  shops,  railway  stations  and  milk 
carts.  In  cases  of  milk  adulteration  further  samples  were  obtained 
from  the  farmer,  the  farms  visited  and  all  milking  appliances,  etc., 
carefully  inspected.  Every  sample  was  tested  by  the  Public  Analyst 
t  for  preservatives.  Four  samples  of  margarine,  one  sample  of  butter, 
not  submitted  to  Public  Analyst. 


No.  of  Samples  obtained  for  analysis 
,,  „  genuine  ... 

,,  ,,  adulterated 

,,  ,,  (informal) 

,,  Letters  sent  out 


i 


1 88 
176 
12 

30 

60 


*  * 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  &  CREAM)  REGULATIONS,  igi2. 

*  <  O  t*  « 

1.  Milk  and  Cream  not  Sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

New  Milk.  Cream. 

No.  of  samples  examined  for  the  presence  of  a 

preservative  .  130 

No.  in  which  a  preservative  was  reported  to 
be  present  . 

2.  Cream  Sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

(a)  Correct  statements  made  (as  per  label)  1 

( b )  Above  35  per  cent,  (milk  fat) .  1 

( c )  No  instances  where  regulations  con¬ 
travened  . - 


3.  Thickening  Substances. 

No  evidence  of  addition. 


Article. 

Samples. 

Genuine. 

Adulterated. 

Not  Formal. 

Milk  . 

130 

120 

10 

7 

Butter  . 

18 

16 

2 

3 

Margarine  . 

10 

10 

•  •  • 

4 

Tea  . 

1 

1 

Irish  Whisky  . 

1 

1 

Scotch  Whisky  . . . 

4 

4 

Brandy  . 

2 

2 

Rum  . 

5 

5 

Coffee  . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Flour  . 

6 

6 

6 

Self-raising  Flour  . 

6 

6 

6 

Cheshire  Cheese  . ,• . 

1 

1 

1 

Sweets  . 

2 

2 

2 

Preserved  Cream  . 

1 

1 

1 

Total  . 

188 

176 

12 

30 

11 
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MARGARINE  AND  MARGARINE  CHEESE. 


Under  the  above,  14  persons  are  registered  as  “  Wholesale 
Dealers  ”  for  17  premises. 

FERTILIZERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1906. 

During  the  year  20  informal  samples  were  obtained  ;  17  were 
reported  satisfactory,  and  three  as  unsatisfactory— in  these  cases 
satisfactory  explanations  were  given. 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  :  Bean  flour  1,  cotton  seed 
meal  2  ;  reported  “  low  ”  in  albuminoids,  as  per  invoice.  Fetters 
sent  out  in  six  cases. 

Samples. 


Cotton  seed  meal  .  3 

Pea  flour  .  1 

Indian  meal  .  3 

Bean  flour  .  2 

Bran  .  5 

Sharps .  1 


Crushed  oats  .  1 

Molassine  .  1 

Cooked  “  Uveco  ”  .  1 

Grey  pea  meal  .  1 

Green  pea  meal  .  1 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 


During  the  year  the  following  factories  and  workshops  were 
granted  certificates  as  being  provided  with  sufficient  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire : — 

Workshop — Market  Street. 

,,  Library  Street. 

,,  Woodcock  Street. 

Factory —  Ablett  Street. 

,,  Water  Heys  Mill,  Greenough  Street. 

,,  Large  Mill,  Swan  Meadow  Road. 

,,  (1)  Western,  Swan  Meadow  Road. 

,,  (2)  Western,  Swan  Meadow  Road. 

,,  Old  Mills,  Swan  Meadow  Road. 


No.  of  Workshops  on  register  .  365 

,,  Bakehouses  on  register  .  114 

,,  Domestic  workshops  on  register  .  21 

,,  Visits  to  outworkers'  premises .  56 

,,  ,,  factories  .  72 

,,  ,,  workshops  .  417 

,,  Defects  dealt  with  .  115 

,,  Letters  sent  out  .  50 

,,  Underground  bakehouses  .  6 


SHOP  ACTS,  1912  &  1913. 

No.  of  Shops  on  register  . 2,277 

,,  Visits  to  shops  (day)  .  434 

,,  „  (night)  . 30 

,,  ,,  re  Closing  Order,  Barbers  and  Hair¬ 
dressers  (day)  .  412 

„  ,,  re  Closing  Order,  Barbers  and  Hair¬ 
dressers  (night)  .  413 

,,  Observations  (day)  .  434 

(night)  .  129 

,,  Letters  sent  out  .  4 
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Report  of  Offences,  1914. 


Cautioned  for  not  exhibiting  Closing  Notice  .  41 

,,  not  having  form  (assistants’  half-holiday) .  5 

,,  having  no  abstract . . . ..  - 

,,  assistants  not  having  half-holiday  .  7 

,,  intervals  for  meals  .  3 

,,  selling  on  closing  days  .  1 

,,  not  closing  at  1  p.m.  on  half-holiday .  33 

,,  employing  young  persons  after  working  under 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act .  6 

,,  offence  (Barbers  and  Hairdressers’  Closing  Order)  30 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MIEKSHOPS  ORDER. 


No.  of  Cowsheds  on  register .  44 

,,  Dairies  on  register  .  6 

,,  Milkshops  on  register  .  148 

,,  Visits  paid .  2 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

The  provision  of  these  Acts  so  far  as  relate  to  this  department 
have  been  given  the  attention  required. 

AMERICAN  GOOSEBERRY  MILDEW  (FRUIT)  ORDER, 

1912. 

The  markets  have  been  regularly  visited  and  the  fruit  shops 
supervised  during  the  season  of  this  fruit. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1912. 

Your  staff  are  fully  alive  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  No 
samples  have  been  obtained  in  the  Borough.  The  tradesmen  are 
kept  fully  informed  of  the  measures  of  the  Act. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  19C9. 

No.  of  Visits  to  premises  re  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act...  65 
„  Re-visits  ,,  „  ...1,177 

Beyond  the  work  of  inspection  of  the  houses  reported  to  the 
Insanitary  Houses  and  Housing  Committee,  house  to  house  inspection 
*of  the  following  has  been  carried  out,  and  nuisance  notices  served 
for  any  defects  : — 

7  to  17,  Chapel  Lane. 

MISCELLANEOUS  VISITS. 


No.  of  Visits  to  soldiers’  billets .  66 

,,  ,,  premises  re  conversions  .  55 

„  caravans  . . . . . .  54 
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„  4'  Apr. 

Case  i,  March 
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3- 

April 
5,  June 


y  y 


y  y 


6.  Aug. 


7* 


9- 


10. 


y  y 


,,  13.  Sept. 
,,  14.  Oct. 

>  >  5  •  j  > 

,,  16.  Dec. 

r>  I7-  »? 


PROSECUTIONS,  1915. 

12 

8th. — Using  premises  as  slaughter-house  without 

„„„  . .  license.  Pay  costs . 

8th.—  Ditto. 

8th.’ —  Ditto, 

12th. — Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Selling  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  purchaser,  milk  not  of  the  nature, 
etc.,  demanded.  Pay  costs. 

7th. — Midwives  Act.  Practising  as  a  midwife  with¬ 
out  being  qualified.  Pay  costs  ;  and 
adjourned  for  six  months  in  order  that- 
person  may  qualify. 

19th.’ — Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Selling  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  purchaser,  milk  not  of  the  nature, 
etc.,  demanded.  Dismissed  ;  warranty 
to  be  relied  upon.  Farmer  to  be  prosecuted. 

19th.— Food  and  Drugs  Act:  Selling  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  purchaser,  milk  not  of  the  nature, 
etc.,  demanded.  20/-  and  costs. 

19th. — Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Selling  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  purchaser,  milk  not  of  the  nature, 
etc.,  demanded.  20/-  and  costs. 

19th.- — Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Selling  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  purchaser,  milk  not  of  the  nature, 
etc.,  demanded.  20/-  and  costs. 

19th. — Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Selling  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  purchaser,  milk  not  of  the  nature, 
etc.,  demanded.  20/-  and  costs.  Farmer 
of  Case  9. 

19th. — Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Selling  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  purchaser,  milk  not  of  the  nature, 
etc.,  demanded.  20/-  and  costs. 

19th.- — Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Selling  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  purchaser,  milk  not  of  the  nature, 
etc.,  demanded.  20/-  and  costs. 

30th. — Food  and  Drugs  Act.  For  giving  alleged  false 
warranty.  Dismissed.  Farmer  of  Case  6. 

4th. — Exposing  child  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever. 
Dismissed. 

4th. — Exposing  child  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

6/-. 

13th. — Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Selling  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  purchaser,  ilb.  of  butter  not  of  the 
nature,  etc.,  demanded.  £5/5/-. 

13th. — Margarine  Act.  Not  selling  article  in  properly 
marked  wrapper.  ,10 /-, 
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APPENDIX. 


Health  Office,  Wigan, 

nth  November,  1915. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  a  short  report  upon  the 
proceedings  of  the  Business  Conference  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors' 
Association  held  in  London,  on  October  28th,  29th  and  30th,  1915, 
at  Carpenters'  Hall,  E.C.  ;  and  to  express  to  you  my  sincere  thanks 
for  your  appreciation  of  my  services  in  delegating  me  to  attend. 

Owing  to  the  present  crisis,  the  number  of  papers  to  be  given 
were  reduced,  and  were  fewer  than  in  past  years.  The  proceedings 
opened  with  the  Presidential  Address  by  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne, 
M.D.,  J.P.,  L.L.D.,  F.R.S.,  which  was  followed  by  the  following 
papers  : — 

c<  The  Objects  of  the  National  Clean  Milk  Society.” 

By  W.  Buckley,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Society. 

“  The  Dwellers  without  the  Pale.” 

By  H.  H„  Spears,  Esq.,  C.S.  Inspector ,  West  Bromwich. 

The  Elimination  of  the  Slum  Child.” 

By  Miss  Portlock,  Hackney. 

“  State  Control  of  Sanitary  Administration.” 

By  C.  H.  France,  Esq.,  C.S.  Inspector,  Wigan. 

The  Presidential  Address  was  a  stirring  one,  and  fully  described 
the  work  of  the  sanitary  inspector,  and  its  value  in  times  of  peace  and 
war.  He  showed  clearly  the  vast  amount  of  work  the  inspector  had 
carried  out  during  the  present  crisis  and  the  foundation  which  his 
work  had  made  in  times  gone  past,  and  the  good  results  now  accruing 
in  the  present  war,  and  even  in  the  last  Boer  War.  He  reviewed  the 
enlistments  of  our  profession  in  the  Sanitary  Service  and  the  good 
work  carried  out  ;  also  the  work  which  was  being  carried  out  in  this 
country  by  the  inspectors  whose  services  were  indispensable  by  the 
Municipalities,  and  to  such  men  he  advocated  a  badge  of  War  Service, 
so  that  exemption  could  be  rightly  claimed  from  Active  Service. 
He  gave  statistics  showing  the  reduction  in  sickness  in  warfare  due 
to  the  active  work  in  sanitation.  He  further  gave  strong  opinions 
for  the  urgent  need  of  prompt  co-operation  of  the  Government  with 
the  Local  Sanitary  Authorities. 

The  address  given  by  Mr.  W.  Buckley  showed  the  good  work 
done  by  the  Society  in  the  instruction  of  the  farmer  in  carrying  out 
the  hygienic  principles  necessary  in  the  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome 
milk.  He  mentioned  the  manner  in  which  milk  was  purveyed  to  the 
public  in  New  York.  He  advocated  the  uniform  licensing  of  milk 
shops,  and  pointed  out  the  efforts  made  by  the  Society  in  inducing 
farmers  to  produce  milk  under  the  most  hygienic  principles  and  the 
hygienic  transportation  of  the  milk  by  the  railway  companies  and 
purveyors,  from  the  farms  to  the  public. 
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The  address  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Spears  was  a  highly  educative  one 
and  showed  the  continual  efforts  made  by  the  inspector  in  persevering 
with  the  tenant  whose  ideals  did  not  reach  beyond  his  own  circle. 
He  reviewed  the  changes  that  had  occurred  from  the  earliest  ages 
to  the  present  time. 

The  paper  given  by  Miss  Portlock  was  a  review  of  her  work 
in  the  slums,  and  wTas  of  an  interesting  nature.  Her  suggestions  for 
the  elimination  of  the  child  from  its  slum  surroundings,  with  its 
tendency  to  physical  degeneration,  to  the  full  realisation  of  nature’s 
gifts  and  healthy  dwellings  was  of  great  interest.  Mention  was  made 
of  the  laws  and  different  schemes  of  the  Government  for  the  improve¬ 
ments  of  child  life. 

The  paper  given  by  myself,  was  one  in  which  I  endeavoured  to 
show  the  benefits  that  would  accrue  by  such  change.  I  gave  the 
difficulties  experienced  by  inspectors  in  the  country  and  the  peculiar 
position  that  Focal  Authorities  found  themselves  placed  in  by  no 
fault  of  their  own.  I  made  claims  for  uniformity  of  inspection  so 
that  the  Public  Health  laws  would  benefit  the  community — both 
from  a  health  as  well  as  a  financial  point  of  view.  I  made  mention 
of  the  onerous  duties  of  the  inspector,  the  want  of  “  security  of 
tenure  ”  of  office,  and  also  superannuation.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
the  paper  was  received  in  that  cordial  spirit  of  sincerity  for  which 
I  intended  it  to  be. 

Again  thanking  you  for  the  privilege  of  attending  the  Con¬ 
ference  and  thus  gaining  the  personal  exchange  of  views  and  opinions 
of  the  members  of  my  profession,  which  are  the  educative  features 
of  a  conference. 


I  am,  Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Chas.  H.  France, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WIGAN. 


@6ucafton  Peparfmenf. 


OF  THE 

ACTING  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER, 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1915. 


WIGAN : 


THOS.  WALL  AND  SONS  LTD.,  PRINTERS,  “OBSERVER’'  OFFICE. 

1916. 


JRrbical  Insertion  department. 


SUPERINTENDENT  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER  : 

*  Fred.  E.  Wynne,  B.A.,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

ACTING  SUPERINTENDENT  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
George  Jessel,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Boh.  (Oxon).,  D.P.H.  (Viet.). 

ASSISTANT  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER  : 
t  Alice  Stalker,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Viet.)  D.P.H.  (Cambs.). 

SCHOOL  NURSES  : 

Sarah  Bottomley  and  Francis  Gee. 

CLERK  : 

Constance  Bullen. 


*  On  Military  Service. 


f  Left  11th  June,  1915. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WIGAN. 


(iUfruc  cttitm  ^Department. 


Alderman  James  O’Donahue,  (Chairman). 

Councillor  Albert  Edward  Baucher  (Vice-Chairman). 

The  Mayor  (Alderman  A.  S.  Hilton). 

Aldermen  :  William  H.  Angus,  Matthew  Benson,  John  Cheetham,  Edward 
Dickinson,  John  Thomas  Grimshaw,  Alfred  Higham,  Bichard 
T.  Fletcher,  John  McQuaid. 

Councillors  :  Robert  Alstead,  Walter  Atherton,  William  Bankhead,  Henry 
Barton,  John  I’ Anson  Cartwright,  James  Cavey,  Henry  Farr, 
William  Glover,  Richard  Gore,  Abraham  Guest,  Joseph 
Houghton,  Patrick  Murphy,  Alfred  Rathbone,  Ferdinand 
Rees,  Walter  Watmough. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Berry,  Miss  Elizabeth  Bryham  ;  Messrs.  Henry  Brierley, 
John  Browne,  Very  Rev.  Dean  O’Donoghue,  J.  T.  Gee,  Squire 
Haworth,  T.  Holland,  J.  M.  Lister,  Rev.  C.  D.  Wood. 


School  Attendance  and  Medical  Inspection 

Sub-Committee. 

Very  Reverend  Dean  O’Donoghue  (Chairman). 

Thomas  Holland  (Vice-Chairman). 

The  Chairman  op  the  Education  Committee  (J.  O’Donahue). 

The  Mayor  (A.  S.  Hilton)  Miss  Bryham,  W.  Anderson,  W.  H.  Angus, 
W.  Atherton,  W.  Bankhead,  J.  Cavey,  J.  Cheetham,  E.  Dickinson, 
J.  T.  Grimshaw,  A.  Guest,  J.  M.  Lister,  P.  Murphy,  Dr.  Rees. 


4 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee . 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  report  upon  the  work  of  School  Medical  Inspection  and  Treat¬ 
ment  for  the  year  1915. 

For  reasons  of  economy,  but  more  especially  owing  to  the  suspension 
of  Routine  Medical  Inspection  and  other  work  since  the  departure  of  Dr. 
Alice  Stalker  at  the  beginning  of  June,  my  report  is  comparatively  brief. 
The  figures  for  Routine  Medical  Inspection  refer  entirely  to  the  work  done 
by  Dr.  Alice  Stalker  up  to  31st  May,  1915.  The  figures  as  regards  special 
examinations  and  the  work  of  the  Clinic  apply  to  the  whole  year,  as  I  have 
continued  this  portion  of  the  work  as  far  as  my  other  duties  permitted.  I 
wish  especially  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  extension  of  the  work  of  the 
Clinic,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  large  number  of  children  have  been 
efficiently  treated  there,  who  would  otherwise  have  remained  more  or  less 
untreated  and  in  consequence  absent  from  school  for  a  much  longer  period 
than  was  actually  the  case.  In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  courtesy  I  have  received  from  the  Director  of  Education  and  your¬ 
selves. 


I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 


GEORGE  JESSEL, 


M.A.,  M.B.,  Bch.  (Oxon.),  D.P.H.  (Viet.), 
Acting  Superintendent  School  Medical  Officer. 


14th  April,  1916. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


Total  number  of  Schools  provided  . . 
Non-provided . 


3 

24 


27 


Accommodation . . 


16,868 


Average  Attendance 


13,196 


Total  Assessable  Value  for  Education  Purposes  . .  £342,133  5  0 


Elementary  Education  Rate 


1/1 


Yield  of  Id.  Rate  (for  Aid  Grant  Purposes) 


£1,331  5  4 


Grants  from  Board  of  Education  . . 


£284  16  1 


Number  of  Children  in  Deaf,  Dumb,  and  Blind 

Schools  . . 


>5 


in  Institutes  for  Mentally 


Defective  Children 


if 


in  Industrial  and  Training 


Schools  . . 


28 
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LIST  OF  THE  PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  WITH  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  ON  THE 
BOOKS,  THE  AVERAGE  ATTENDANCE  AND 
ACCOMMODATION,  1914-1915. 


School. 

Accommodation. 

No.  on 

Boohs. 

Average 

Attendanc 

Senior  Departments  : — 

St.  Andrew’s 

(Mixed)  . . 

407 

449 

..  408 

St.  Catharine’s 

(Boys)  . . 

284 

303 

. .  273 

(Girls) 

301 

308 

. .  285 

Whelley 

(Mixed)  . . 

284 

303 

. .  284 

St.  Cuthbert’s 

(Mixed)  . . 

200 

230 

. .  203 

St.  George’s 

(Mixed)  . . 

534 

559 

. .  511 

Marylebone 

(Mixed)  . . 

98 

91 

77 

Worsley  Mesnes 

(Mixed)  . . 

190 

169 

. .  155 

St.  John’s  C.E. 

(Mixed)  . . 

320 

337 

. .  302 

St.  John’s  K.C. 

(Boys)  . . 

319 

162 

. .  149 

5) 

(Girls)  .  . 

288 

198 

183 

St.  Joseph’s 

(Boys)  . . 

342 

337 

. .  312 

55 

(Girls) 

352 

316 

. .  283 

Kitt  Green 

(Mixed)  .  . 

156 

163 

. .  151 

St.  Mark’s 

(Boys)  . . 

322 

292 

..  274 

55 

(Girls) 

300 

316 

. .  290 

St.  Mary’s 

(Boys)  . . 

295 

197 

. .  177 

55 

(Girls) 

295 

184 

. .  162 

St.  Michael’s 

(Mixed)  . . 

368 

329 

. .  304 

National  and  B.C. 

(Boys)  . . 

337 

290 

. .  265 

55 

(Girls) 

402 

349 

. .  319 

St.  Patrick’s 

(Sr.  Boys). 

287 

300 

. .  280 

(Sr.  Girls). 

337 

353 

. .  317 

St.  Paul’s 

(Boys)  . . 

274 

244 

. .  230 

55 

(Girls) 

188 

168 

. .  144 

Pemberton  Colliery 

(Boys)  . . 

319 

286 

..  264 

55 

(Girls) 

332 

262 

. .  240 

Poolstock 

(Mixed)  . . 

235 

249 

. .  235 

Presbyterian 

(Mixed)  . . 

138 

111 

98 

Sacred  Heart 

(Mixed)  . . 

200 

234 

..  211 

Caroline  Street 

(Mixed)  . . 

443 

442 

. .  404 

Clavton  Street 

(Mixed)  . . 

439 

419 

. .  390 

Scot  Lane 

(Sr.  Mixed) 

350 

275 

. .  261 

Warrington  Lane 

(Mixed)  . . 

463 

445 

..  421 

Wesleyan 

(Mixed)  . . 

433 

391 

..  365 

Beech  Hill 

9  i 

(Sr.  Mixed) 

t  •  > 

•  •  •  • 

149 

136 

Totals  in  Senior  Departmentsl0,832 

10,210 

..  9,363 

Totals  in  Senior  Departmentsl0,832 
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LIST  OF  THE  PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  WITH  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  ON  THE 
BOOKS,  THE  AVERAGE  ATTENDANCE  AND 
ACCOMMODATION,  1914-1915. 


School. 

No.  on 

Accommodation.  Books. 

Average 

Attendance. 

Infants'  Departments  : — 

St.  Andrew’s  (Infants) 

. .  215 

..  239 

. .  214 

National  and  B.C.  ,, 

. .  344 

303 

..  264 

St.  Catharine’s  ,, 

. .  220 

. .  243 

..  217 

Whelley  ,, 

. .  158 

. .  167 

. .  154 

St.  Cuthbert’s  ,, 

. .  165 

..  185 

. .  161 

St.  George’s  ,, 

St.  James’s  Wor.Mes.,, 

. .  470 

. .  376 

..  331 

. .  246 

151 

..  140 

St,  John’s  C.E. 

. .  260 

. .  229 

. .  206 

St.  John’s  R.C.  ,, 

. .  288 

. .  134 

..  122 

St.  Joseph’s  ,, 

St.  Mark’s  ,, 

. .  241 

. .  242 

..  218 

. .  222 

. .  222 

. .  190 

St.  Mary’s  ,, 

. .  220 

..  158 

. .  140 

St.  Michael’s  ,, 

. .  225 

. .  134 

..  117 

St.  Patrick’s  (Jr.  Boys)  . . 

. .  293 

. .  312 

. .  287 

St.  Patrick’s  (Jr.  Girls)  .  . 

. .  376 

. .  286 

. .  254 

St.  Paul’s  (Infants) 

. .  203 

. .  220 

. .  192 

Pemberton  Colliery  (Infants) 

. .  264 

..  208 

..  188 

Poolstock  (Infants) 

. .  156 

. .  169 

. .  156 

Presbyterian  (Jr.  Girls)  . . 

85 

84 

79 

Caroline  Street  (Infants) .  . 

..  191 

. .  189 

..  169 

Clayton  Street  (Infants) 

. .  168 

. .  182 

. .  167 

Scot  Lane  (Jr.  Mixed)  . . 

. .  300 

. .  245 

..  221 

Warrington  Lane  (Infahts) 

. .  130 

. .  134 

. .  125 

Wesleyan  (Infants) 

. .  143 

132 

..  115 

Woodford  Street  (Jr.  Girls) 

198 

67 

62 

Beech  Hill  (Jr.  Mixed)  . . 

«  •  •  • 

..  136 

124 

Total  in  Junior  Depart. 

..  5,781 

..  5,147 

..  4,613 

Total  in  Senior  Depart. 

. .  10,832 

. .  10,210 

..  9,363 

Grand  Total  . . 

. .  16,613 

. .  15,357 

. .  13,976 
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GENERAL  STATEMENT  OF  EXTENT  AND  SCOPE  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION  CARRIED  OUT  IN  THE  YEAR  1915. 


(1)  The  number  of  visits  paid  to  schools  and  departments  : — The  total 
number  of  visits  paid  to  the  schools  by  the  Medical  Officer  was  41,  the  number 
of  visits  for  the  purpose  of  Routine  Medical  Inspection  being  38,  that  for 
other  purposes  being  3  : — 


School. 

St.  Andrew’s 
St.  Joseph’s 
St.  John’s  C.E. 

St.  Mark’s 

National  and  Blue  Coat 

Pemberton  Colliery  . . 

Presbyterian 

Sacred  Heart 

Wesleyan 

Beech  Hill 


Visits  for 
Routine 
Inspection. 
6 

6 

7 

2 

4 
2 
6 

5 


Visits  for 
Special 
Purposes. 

1 

1 


1 


Total 


38 


3 


The  number  of  visits  paid  to  Departments  was  : — 


(a)  Mixed  Departments 

•  • 

Routine 

Inspections. 

23 

Special 

Purposes. 

(h)  Boys’ 

•  • 

4 

•  •  -L  •  • 

2 

(c)  Girls’  „ 

•  • 

3 

— 

(d)  Infants’  „ 

•  » 

. .  8 

1 

Totals 

•  • 

38 

3 
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GENERAL. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is,  I  believe,  much  the  same  as 
was  described  in  the  last  report. 

The  work  of  School  Medical  Inspection  during  the  five  months  that  Dr. 
Stalker  was  here  was  carried  out  on  the  same  lines  as  last  year.  Her 
departure  caused  a  gap  that  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  fill.  The  joint 
arrangement  with  the  Corporation,  whereby  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer  spent  one  half  day  a  week  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  con¬ 
nection  with  Tuberculosis  amongst  children,  was,  in  my  opinion,  mutually 
advantageous,  and  its  continuance  in  these  abnormal  times  at  a  slightly 
increased  cost  would  have  been  amply  justified  by  its  result.  You  ultimately 
decided  to  advertise  for  a  whole-time  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  at  a 
salary  of  £300  per  annum,  but  you  were  unfavourably  impressed  by  the  few 
candidates  who  applied  for  the  position,  and  no  appointment  was  made. 
I  was  thus  left  single-handed  to  do  the  best  I  could,  in  order  that  the  Medical 
Service  should  not  come  to  a  complete  standstill,  and  I  carried  out  the 
minimum  requirements  of  the  Board  of  Education  without  any  remuneration 
whatever  to  the  end  of  the  year.  In  Tables  1  and  2  are  shown  the  results 
of  Routine  Inspection  in  seven  schools  by  Dr.  Stalker. 


TABLE  1. — (a)  "  CODE  ”  GROUPS. 


Age 

Boys 

Girls 


Age 

Boys  . . 
Girls  0 . 


Entrants. 


Other 


5 

6 

7 

Ages. 

Total. 

186 

35  . . 

9  .. 

'5  .. 

235 

130 

..  32 

6 

2  .. 

170 

TABLE  2. 

• 

Leavers. 

Other 

12 

13 

14 

Ages. 

Total. 

181 

15 

— 

•  • 

196 

160 

15  .. 

—  , . 

•  • 

175 

The  intimate  and  harmonious  co-operation  between  the  School  Medical 
Service  and  other  Departments  has  continued,  and  in  particular  may  be 
mentioned  the  Health  Department,  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  School 
Attendance  Department,  Juvenile  Employment  Exchange,  Factory  Sur¬ 
geon,  and  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children.  A  full 
description  of  the  manner  in  which  this  desirable  end  was  achieved  was  given 
in  the  last  report,  but  a  few  supplementary  words  are  needed.  One  of  the 
most  potent  causes  of  absence  from  schools  is  the  occurrence  of  infectious 
disease  in  a  town.  The  officer  responsible  for  dealing  with  such  outbreaks 
is  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  concerned  with  the  health  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  of  whom  the  school  children  form  in  Wigan  about  one-sixth.  It 
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is  thus  obvious  that  the  ideal  arrangement  is  obtained  when  there  is  complete 
unity  of  policy  such  as  is  only  possible  when  the  advice  tendered  to  the 
Education  Committee  and  the  Health  Committee  is  precisely  the  same. 

THE  SCHOOL  CLINIC. 

The  extent  and  development  of  this  branch  of  the  Medical  Service  is 
perhaps  the  most  satisfactory  feature  of  the  year’s  work.  The  treatment 
of  the  so-called  minor  ailments  of  children  requires  unremitting  attention 
and  care.  Regular  attendance  is  necessary,  such  as  is  impossible  of  attain¬ 
ment  at  an  out-patient  department  or  private  surgery.  Furthermore,  in 
a  large  number  of  cases  the  parents  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  the 
inevitable  charges  that  must  follow^  frequent  and  regular  treatment  at  the 
doctor’s  ;  consequently,  in  many  cases,  this  attendance  is  casual  and  the 
case  drags  on  until  what  was  originally  a  trivial  ailment  becomes  much 
more  serious  and  difficult  to  cure.  All  reasonable  precautions  were,  how¬ 
ever,  taken  to  see  that  children,  vffiose  parents  or  guardians  really  could 
afford  to  pay  a  private  practitioner,  were  not  treated  at  the  Clinic.  During 
the  time  that  Dr.  Stalker  was  here,  she  was  in  attendance  during  the  whole 
of  the  session.  When  she  left,  the  treatment  was  carried  out  under  my 
personal  supervision,  and  I  have  examined  and  arranged  for  the  treatment 
of  a  large  number  of  children. 

The  work  of  the  Clinic,  though  it  is  satisfactory  up  to  a  point,  is,  how¬ 
ever,  as  yet  incomplete.  Suitable  provision  remains  to  be  made  for  Dental 
Treatment,  for  Ophthalmic  Treatment,  and  for  the  Operative  Treatment  of 
Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 


(A)  CLASSIFICATION  OF  CONSULTATION  AND  TREAT¬ 
MENT  AT  SCHOOL  CLINIC,  1915. 


Inspection  Treatment 


Enlarged  Tonsils,' Adenoids,  and 
Enlarged  Glands 
Ear  Disease  and  Deafness 
Defective  Vision  and  Squint 
External  Eye  Disease  and  Inflamed 

Eyes  . .  . 

Ringworm  of  Scalp  and  Body  . . 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

Lung  Diseases 

Heart  Disease  and  Anaemia 

Verminous  Conditions 

Other  Diseases  and  Defects 


Clinic. 

Clinic. 

Total. 

52 

_ _ _ 

52 

20 

. .  241 

. .  261 

32 

. .  — 

32 

384 

. .  3515 

. .  3899 

474 

. .  472 

. .  946 

420 

. .  315 

. .  735 

99 

• - 

99 

72 

.  .  - - 

72 

97 

— 

97 

537 

. .  424 

. .  961 

2,187 

..  4,967 

..  7,154 

Totals 
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(. B )  CLASSIFICATION  OF  CASES  AT  INSPECTION  AND 

TREATMENT  CLINIC. 


Total. 

Enlarged  Tonsils,  Adenoids,  and  Enlarged  Glands  . .  . .  43 

Ear  Disease  and  Deafness  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

External  Eye  Disease  and  Inflamed  Eyes  . .  . .  . .  370 

Ring  Worm  of  Scalp  and  Body  . .  . .  . .  . .  152 

Other  Skin  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  260 

Lung  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Heart  Disease  and  Anaemia  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  47 

Verminous  Conditions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Other  Diseases  and  Defects  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  199 


Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,137 


This  gives  an  average  of  6*1  per  case. 

Number  of  special  cases  examined  at  the  School  Clinic  . .  125 

%  ~  L  A  WORK  OF  SCHOOL  NURSES. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  two  nurses  have  been  engaged 
upon  the  duties  set  out  in  the  last  report.  The  cessation  of  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  has  enabled  them  to  carry  out  much  that  was  previously  im¬ 
possible.  The  growth  of  the  work  of  the  Clinic  has  kept  them  more  or  less 
fully  occupied  until  about  eleven  each  morning.  The  rest  of  their  time 
has  been  fully  taken  up  in  visiting  schools  with  reference  to  Infectious 
Disease  as  already  described,  in  general  cleanliness  inspections,  and  in 
“  following  up  ”  cases  at  home.  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of 


their  work  : — 

i 

J 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  homes  of  children  . .  . .  471 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  Schools  in  connection  with  general 

cleanliness  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  548 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  Schools  for  other  purposes  . .  15 

Number  of  children  inspected  re  general  cleanliness  . .  13,759 

Number  of  children  re-inspected  re  general  cleanliness  ....  4,454 

Number  of  visits  to  Schools  re  Scarlet  Fever  contacts  . .  158 

Number  of  children  inspected  re  Scarlet  Fever  contacts..  15,059 

Number  of  visits  to  homes  re  Infectious  Disease  . .  . .  236 
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TABLE  OF  VERMINOUS  CASES  AS  FOUND  AT  GENERAL 

CLEANLINESS  INSPECTIONS. 

Total  Percentage 
Total  PediculiPediculi  Live  Live 


School.  Number  Many  oj 

Examined.  Nits.  Head. 


Kitt  Green  .  .  128  .  . 

7  .. 

7 

Marylebone  . .  77  .  . 

—  . . 

2 

National  .  .  781  .  . 

19  .. 

29 

Pemb.  Coll. . .  688  .  . 

22  .. 

10 

Poolstock  .  .  218 

8  .. 

8 

Presbyterian .  .  127 

4  .. 

3 

Sacred  Heart..  179  .  . 

3  .  . 

14 

St.  Andrew’s. .  588  .  . 

9  .. 

22 

St.  Catharine’s  787 

24  .. 

75 

St.  Cuthbert’s.  351  .  . 

18  .. 

8 

St.  George’s  .  822  . . 

41  .. 

32 

St.  James’s  . .  253  . . 

18  .. 

23 

St.  John’s  C.E.  509  . . 

17  .. 

46 

St.  John’s  R.C.  424  . . 

12  .. 

26 

St.  Joseph’s....  797  . . 

63  .. 

35 

St.  Mark’s  . .  724 

23  .. 

33 

St.  Mary’s  . .  480  . . 

29  .. 

33 

St.  Michael’s. .  404  . . 

6  . . 

10 

St.  Patrick’s. .  1093  .. 

28  .. 

57 

St.  Paul’s  . .  491 

15  .. 

20 

Caroline  Street  646  . . 

39  .. 

44 

Clayton  Street  564  . . 

34  .. 

34 

Scot  Lane  C. . .  445  . . 

23  .. 

37 

Warrington 

Lane  Coun..  565  . . 

17  .. 

13 

Wesleyan  . .  426 

14  .. 

4 

Whelley  . .  419 

9  .. 

23 

Beech  Hill  C...  245  .. 

16  .. 

5 

of  V ermin-  V ermin  V ermin-  V er- 


Body. 

ous. 

Present  ous. 

min 

Present 

2  .. 

16  .. 

9 

. .  12-4 

..  7-0 

—  . . 

2  .. 

2 

. .  2*5 

..  2-5 

3. . 

51  .. 

32 

..  6-5 

..  4-0 

1  .. 

33  .. 

11 

..  4-7 

..  1*5 

—  . . 

16  .. 

8 

..  7-3 

..  3-6 

2  .. 

9  .. 

5 

..  7-0 

..  3-9 

3  .  . 

20  .. 

17 

..  11-5 

..  9-4 

—  . . 

31  .. 

22 

..  5-3 

..  3-7 

10  .. 

109  .. 

85 

. .  13-8 

. .  10-8 

—  . . 

26  .. 

8 

..  *74 

..  2-2 

14  .. 

87  .. 

46 

. .  10*5 

..  5*5 

—  . . 

41 

23 

. .  16-2 

..  9-0 

6  .. 

69  .. 

52 

..  11-5 

. .  10*2 

—  . . 

38  .. 

26 

..  8-9 

..  6-1 

29  .. 

127  .. 

64 

. .  15-9 

..  8-1 

1 

57  .. 

34 

..  7-8 

..  4-6 

9  .. 

71  .. 

42 

. .  14-7 

..  8-7 

•  • 

16  .. 

10 

..  3-9 

..  2-4 

30  .. 

115  .. 

87 

..10  -5 

..  7-9 

3  .. 

38  .. 

23 

..  6-4 

..  4-8 

14  .. 

97  .. 

58 

. .  15-0 

..  8-9 

4  .. 

72  .. 

38 

. .  12-7 

..  6-7 

3  .. 

63  .. 

40 

. .  14*1 

..  8-9 

•  • 

30  .. 

13 

..  5-3 

..  2-3 

2  .. 

20  .. 

6 

..  4-6 

..  1*4 

2  .. 

34  .. 

25 

..  8*1 

..  5-9 

•  • 

21  .. 

5 

..  8-5 

..  2*0 

Totals 


.13,231..  518  ..  653  ..  138  ..1,309  . .  791  . .  9*8  . .  5-9 
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THE  PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  difficult  one,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  and  Whooping  Cough.  A  large  number  of  children 
were  affected,  and  in  consequence  of  their  absence  and  the  absence  of  con¬ 
tacts,  the  attendance  at  all  the  schools  has  suffered  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 
In  view  of  the  facilities  for  intercourse  in  the  Borough,  school  closure  was 
not  advised.  When  the  Routine  Inspections  ceased,  I  was  able  to  adopt 
a  satisfactory  plan  for  dealing  promptly  with  each  reported  case  of  an 
Infectious  Disease.  Each  morning  I  personally  saw  and  compared  the 
notifications  I  received  as  School  Medical  Offic-er  from  the  teachers,  and 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  the  doctors.  The  schools  and  class¬ 
rooms  in  which  the  cases  were  said  to  have  occurred  were  visited  the  same 
day  by  the  School  Nurses,  who  warned  the  teachers  and  examined  as  many 
of  the  children  as  possible  for  rashes,  “  peeling,”  &c.  Many  suspected  cases 
were  in  this  way  brought  to  my  notice,  and  I  excluded  a  number  of  children 
from  school  who  were  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  hitherto  unrecognised. 
The  presence  in  the  schools  of  these  mild,  unrecognised  cases  has  undoubtedly 
contributed  largely  to  the  continued  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  of  Scarlet 
Fever. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED 


School. 
St.  Andrew’s 

55 

Beech  Hill 

55 

St.  Catharine’s 

55 

55 

Whelley  Branch 

55 

St.  Cuthbert’s 

55 

St.  George’s 

55 

Marylebone 
Worsley  Mesnes 

55 

St.  John’s  C.E. 

55 

St.  John’s  R.C. 

55 

55 

St.  Joseph’s 

55 

55 

Kitt  Green 
St.  Mark’s 

55 

55 

St.  Mary’s 

55 

55 

St.  Michael’s 

55 


Deft. 

M. 

I. 

Sr.  M. 
Jr.  M. 
B.  .. 
G.  .. 
I.  .. 
M.  .. 
B.  .. 
M.  .. 
I.  .. 
M.  .. 
I.  .. 
M.  &  I. 
M.  ., 
I.  . . 
M.  .. 
I.  .. 
B.  .. 
G.  .. 
I.  . . 
B.  . . 
G.  .. 

.  I.  .. 
M.  &  I. 
B.  .. 
G. 

I.  .. 
B.  . . 
G.  .. 
I.  . . 
M.  .. 
I.  .. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

6 

3 

3 

3 

21 

39 

29 

2 

8 

5 

1 

20 

27 


Difh-  Tyfhoid 
theria.  Fever. 


1 

3 

4 

1 


6 

10 

6 

4 

3 

10 

7 

23 

4 
14 
11 
19 

3 

4 

5 
5 
9 


1 


i5 


BY  HEAD  TEACHERS. 


W hoofing 
Measles.  Cough. 


1 

2 

2 

7 

16 


1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

6 


9 

9 

5 

1 


1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 


1 


5 

1 


Chicken 

Pox.  Mumps. Impetigo.  Scabies. 

1  ..  -  3  -  . 


1 


1 

4 

9 


5 

22 


2 

2 

3 

1 


26 

1 

10 

2 

1 


3 

6 


6 

14 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


1 


Ringworm.  Ophthal- 
Head.  Body.  mia. 

4  1  ..  1 

1  ..  -  ..  - 


1  ..  1  .. 

1  . .  -  . .  17 

2  -  8 

-  2 

1  ..  1  ..  7 

2  -  - 

2  -  . .  15 

3  1  ..  - 

1  ..  -  - 


3 


1 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED 


Scarlet 

Diph¬ 

School. 

Dept . 

Fever. 

theria. 

National  and  B.C. 

. .  B. 

14 

— 

55 

. .  G. 

5 

— 

55 

..I.  .. 

5 

— 

St.  Patrick's 

. .  Sr.  B. 

40 

— 

55  •  • 

. .  Sr.  G. 

32 

— 

55 

. .  Jr.  B. 

33 

— 

5  5 

. .  Jr.  G. 

38 

— 

St.  Paul's 

..  B.  .. 

5 

— 

55 

. .  G.  . . 

4 

— 

55 

. .  I. 

21 

— 

Pemberton  Colliery 

. .  B.  .. 

2 

— 

55 

. .  G. 

7 

1 

55 

. .  I. 

1 

— 

Poolstock 

. .  M. 

2 

— 

55 

. .  I.  . . 

3 

— 

Presbyterian 

. .  M. 

.  — 

— 

. .  I.  . . 

3 

— 

Sacred  Heart  . . 

. .  M.  &  I. 

8 

1 

Caroline  Street  . . 

. .  M.  . . 

.  — 

— 

>>  •  • 

. .  I. 

3 

— 

Clayton  Street  . . 

. .  M. 

2 

— 

55  *  • 

..  I.  .. 

5 

— 

Scot  Lane  Council 

. .  Sr.  M. 

4 

— 

55  •  • 

. .  Jr.  M. 

7 

— 

Warrington  Lane  C. 

. .  M. 

48 

2 

55  •  * 

.9  l  .  ft  . 

32 

2 

Wesleyan 

. .  M. 

5 

— 

}>  •  • 

• «  I .  * . 

2 

— 

Woodford  Street 

. .  Jr.  G. 

1 

_ 

Typhoid 

Fever. 


1 


Total 


•  * 


642 


15 


2 
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BY  HEAD  TEACHERS. 


Whooping 
Measles.  Cough. 


4 

1 


1 

10 

1 


2 

1 

2 

9 

7 


3 


4 


2 

4 


Chicken 

Pox.  Mumps. Impetigo.  Scabies 


Ringworm.  Ophthal- 


Head.  Body,  mia . 

4  2  1 

1  ..  -  3 

2  1  ..  - 

2  -  . .  5 

-  3 

1  ..  -  4 

-  ..  -  ..  1 


3 


1 

2 


1 


3 

1 


1 

1 


8 


1 


111  ..120  ..220  ..  197 


91 


21 


42 


15 


96 


Grand  Total  . .  . ,  1,572. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  IN  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

As  Tuberculosis  Officer  of  the  Borough  I  have  for  some  time  taken  a 
great  interest  in  the  children  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  and  I  have  ex¬ 
amined  a  number  of  children  each  year,  who  were  suspected  of  suffering  from 
this  disease.  Tuberculosis  may  affect  either  (1)  the  lungs,  or  (2)  glands, 
bones,  joints,  &c.  (1)  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  or  consumption  is,  I  believe, 

in  Wigan  as  elsewhere,  comparatively  uncommon,  and  many  of  the  children 
suspected  of  suffering  from  this  disease  are  found  after  prolonged  observation 
really  to  be  suffering  from  other  illnesses.  For  example,  of  63  children  thought 
in  1914  to  be  suffering  from  consumption,  only  26  were  found  after  pro¬ 
longed  observation  really  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease.  A  number  of 
children  were  treated  at  the  Corporation's  Consumption  Hospital  during 
the  year  with  beneficial  results.  Some  of  the  children  have  also  received 
milk  from  the  Care  Committee  for  Consumption,  the  milk  being  sent  direct 
to  the  Head  Teacher  whenever  the  school  was  open.  An  open-air  class  or 
school  for  children  in  the  early  stages  of  consumption  would  be  an  excellent 
investment.  Meanwhile,  whenever  the  question  of  exclusion  of  these  cases 
is  considered,  it  is  necessary  carefully  to  balance  the  sanitary  and  hygienic 
conditions  of  the  school  and  home  before  arriving  at  a  decision.  Usually, 
I  have  found  that  early  cases  without  Tubercle  Bacilli  in  the  sputum  are 
better  off  at  school  than  at  home,  if  the  teacher  is  asked  to  keep  a  special 
u  eye  ”  upon  the  child. 

(2)  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  glands,  bones,  joints,  &c.,  requiring  opera¬ 
tion  can  usually  only  be  dealt  with  at  the  local  Infirmary.  They  rarely 
can  derive  benefit  from  attendance  at  an  ordinary  school  until  more  or  less 
cured.  All  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  kept  under  observation  by  me 
as  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  by  the  Dispensary  Nurse. 
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RETURN  SHOWING  CONDITION  OF  ROUTINE  CASES. 


Condition. 

Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Total  Inspected  . . 

196 

..  175 

..  371 

..  235 

..  170 

..  405 

Clothing  : — 

Satisfactory 

91 

..  173 

..  264 

..  218 

..  168 

..  386 

Unsatisfactory 

80 

..  2 

..  82 

..  17 

..  2 

..  19 

Footgear  : — 

Satisfactory 

190 

..  174 

..  364 

..  229 

..  169 

..  398 

Unsatisfactory 

6 

..  1 

..  7 

..  6 

..  1 

..  7 

Cleanliness  of  Head 

Clean 

195 

. .  85 

..  280 

..  231 

..  94 

..  325 

Nits  only 

— 

..  69 

. .  69 

..  4 

..  70 

..  74 

Pediculi 

1 

..  11 

.  .  12 

•  • 

..  6 

6 

Cleanliness  of  Body 

Clean 

185 

..  165 

..  350 

..  219 

..  165 

..  384 

Dirty 

3 

. .  — 

..  3 

..  4 

..  2 

6 

Pediculi  Present 

8 

..  10 

. .  18 

..  12 

..  3 

..  15 

Nutrition  : — 

Excellent 

_ 

..  1 

1 

..  3 

..  8 

. .  11 

Normal 

188 

..  171 

. .  359 

..  227 

..  153 

..  380 

Below  Normal 

7 

..  2 

..  9 

..  4 

..  7 

..  11 

Bad  •  •  « *  i « 

1 

..  1 

2 

..  1 

. .  2 

,.  3 

Nose  and  Throat  : — 

m 

No  Defect 

165 

..  140 

..  305 

..  192 

..  132 

..  324 

Mouth  Breathers 

— 

..  2 

..  2 

..  2 

..  4 

..  6 

Tonsils  slightly  enlarged  10 

..  11 

..  21 

..  19 

..  20 

..  39 

Tonsils  much  enlarged. 

5 

7 

..  12 

..  5 

..  4 

..  9 

Adenoids,  slight 

6 

..  13 

..  19 

..  7 

..  14 

..  21 

Adenoids,  marked 

3 

..  2 

..  5 

..  4 

..  4 

..  8 

Other  defects 

7 

. .  — 

..  7 

..  6 

..  2 

..  8 

External  Eye  Disease 

: — 

No  Disease 

190 

..  169 

..  359 

..  231 

..  166 

..  397 

Blepharitis 

3 

1 

..  4 

..  2 

..  2 

..  4 

Conjunctivitis 

rr 

. .  — 

. .  — 

1 

•  • 

..  1 

Corneal  Opacities 

— 

1 

..  1 

. .  — 

•  • 

♦  • 

Other  Disease 

3 

..  4 

?.  7 

. .  — 

2 

..  2 
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■RETURN  SHOWING  CONDITION  OF  ROUTINE  CASES. 


Condition.  Entrants.  Leavers. 


Total  Inspected  . . 

Boys. 

196 

Girls. 

,.175  .. 

Total. 

371  .. 

Boys. 

235 

Girls. 

..  170 

• 

Total. 

405 

Ear  Disease  : — 

No  Disease 

196 

, .  173  . . 

369  . . 

235 

..  168 

•  • 

403 

Obstruction,  Right  . . 

— 

. .  1  . . 

1  .. 

— 

..  2 

•  • 

..  2 

,,  Left 

— 

..  1  .. 

1  .. 

— < 

..  2 

•  $ 

2 

Otorrhoea,  Right  . . 

— 

..  1  .. 

1  .. 

— 

*  • 

«  • 

— 

,,  Left 

— 

.  ..  1  .. 

1  .. 

— 

•  * 

•  • 

— 

Other  Disease 

— 

»  «  •  • 

♦  » 

— 

»  * 

•  • 

— 

Teeth  : — 

Sound 

31 

. .  17 

48  .. 

27 

..  20 

•  • 

47 

Less  than  4  Decayed 

111 

. .  103  . . 

214  .. 

166 

..  130 

«  • 

296 

Four  or  more  decayed.. 

54 

. .  54 

108  .. 

42 

..  20 

•  • 

62 

Sepsis  . . 

— 

..  1  .. 

1  .. 

— 

•  « 

•  • 

— 

Heart  and  Circulation  : — 

No  Disease  . .  . .  186 

. .  166 

352  .. 

227 

..  159 

•  • 

386 

Organic 

— 

— 

•  • 

1 

•  * 

•  • 

1 

Functional 

— 

..  2 

2  .. 

1 

..  2 

♦  « 

3 

Anaemia 

8 

..  7 

15  .. 

6 

..  8 

•  * 

14 

Other  Defect 

2 

. .  — 

2  .. 

— 

..  1 

•  • 

1 

Lung  Disease 

No  Disease  . . 

191 

. .  172  . . 

363  .. 

234 

..  169 

•  • 

403 

Chronic  Bronchitis  and 

Bronchial  Catarrh . . 

3 

3 

6  .. 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

— 

Tuberculosis 

1 

•  •  •  * 

1  .. 

— 

..  1 

•  • 

1 

Tuberculosis,  suspected 

1 

•  •  •  • 

1  .. 

— 

•  • 

•  ♦ 

— 

Other  Disease 

*  — 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

1 

0  • 

•  8 

1 

Nervous  System  : — 

No  Disease 

195 

..174  .. 

369  .. 

235 

..  170 

•  • 

405 

Epilepsy  (Major) 

— 

— 

•  • 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

— 

Epilepsy  (Minor) 

— 

. .  — 

•  • 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

— 

Chorea 

— 

. .  — 

•  • 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

— 

Other  Disease 

1 

1  .. 

2  .. 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

— 

Skin  : — 

No  Disease 

192 

..167  .. 

359  .. 

232 

..  168 

•  • 

400 

Ringworm,  Body 

2 

. .  — 

2  .. 

— 

•  » 

•  « 

Ringworm,  Head 

1 

. .  — 

1  .. 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

Impetigo 

1 

. .  — 

1  .. 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Scabies 

— 

. .  — 

•  • 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

— 

Other  Disease 

— 

?.  8  . , 

8  .. 

2 

,,  2 

?  t 

4 
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RETURN  SHOWING  CONDITION  OF  ROUTINE  CASES. 


Condition.  Entrants. 

Boys.  Girls. 

Total. 

Boys. 

Leavers. 

Girls.  Total. 

Total  Inspected  . . 

196 

..  175 

..  371 

..  235 

. .  170 

405 

Rickets  :■ — 

No  Disease 

194 

t 

..  174 

..  368 

..  234 

..170  .. 

404 

Slight . 

2 

..  1 

..  3 

..  1 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Marked 

— 

*  • 

•  • 

•  ♦ 

•  •  •  • 

— 

Deformities  : — 

No  Deformity 

187 

..  170 

..  357 

..  228 

. .  168  . . 

396 

Deformity  present  . . 

9 

..  5 

..  14 

..  7 

..  2 

9 

Tuberculosis.  Non-Pulmonary  : — • 

No  Disease  ..  ..194  ..175 

..  369 

..  234 

. .  168 

402 

Glandular 

2 

•  • 

..  2 

. .  — 

2  . . 

2 

Bones  and  Joints 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

. .  — 

•  •  •  • 

— 

Other  Forms  . . 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

..  1 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Speech  : — 

Not  Defective 

187 

..  169 

..  356 

..  226 

..169  .. 

395 

Defective  Articulation 

8 

..  6 

..  14 

..  4 

1 

•  •  •  • 

5 

Stammering 

1 

.  .  — 

..  1 

..  5 

•  •  •  • 

5 

Other  Defects 

— 

.  .  — 

•  • 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

— 

Mental  Condition  — 

Normal 

193 

..  171 

..  364 

..  227 

..170  .. 

397 

Dull  or  Backward 

3 

#  .  — 

..  3 

..  6 

•  •  •  • 

6 

Mentally  Defective  . , 

— 

..  4 

..  4 

..  2 

♦  •  ~ ”  •  • 

2 

Vision  : — 

6/6  each  eye* 

2 

..  3 

..  5 

..  185 

..131  .. 

316 

Normal  Vision  : 

Less  than  6/6  but  not 
less  than  6/9  in  one 

or  both  eyes 

-7 

♦  • 

. .  32 

..  9 

41 

Less  than  6/9  in  one 
or  both  eyes,  i.e., 

6/12  or  less,  and 

requiring  treatment. 

— 

..  1 

1 

. .  18 

. .  30  . . 

48 

*  These  figures  relate 

to  those 

whose  vision  was  examined. 
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RETURN  SHOWING  CONDITION  OF  ROUTINE  CASES. 


Condition.  Entrants.  Leavers. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Total  Inspected . .  196  . . 

175 

..  371 

..  235 

..  170 

..  405 

Squint 

. .  2 

2 

..  4 

..  2 

..  2 

..  4 

Hearing  : — 

Whisper,  20ft.  each 

ear 

Normal  Hearing 

..195  .. 

174 

..  369 

..  232 

..  170 

..  402 

20ft.  R. 

. .  — 

— 

. .  — 

. .  — 

. .  — 

. .  — 

20ft.  L. 

.  .  — 

— 

. .  — 

. .  — 

. .  — 

. .  — 

10ft.  R. 

. .  — 

1 

1 

. .  2 

. .  — 

2 

10ft.  L. 

— 

1 

1 

. .  2 

— 

. .  2 

5ft.  R. 

1  .  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5ft.  L. 

1  . . 

— 

1 

1 

. .  — 

1 

Other  Diseases  or 

Defects 

Present 

..  1  .. 

8 

. .  9 

7 

..  7 

. .  14 

Non-present  . . 

..195  .. 

167 

..  362 

..  228 

..  163 

..  391 

FEEDING  OF  NECESSITOUS  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

There  has  been  an  unusual  degree  of  prosperity  amongst  the  working- 
classes  during  the  year  in  spite  of  the  increased  cost  of  living.  No  provision 
for  feeding  was  therefore  required,  and  no  meals  were  provided. 
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